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To THE nent” HONOURABLE 


THE: EARL oF BUTE, 


f birgt Led of Pi Hr Treaſury, 


kent of the Moſt Noble Order 
wo of the GarTER, oY &c. &c. ; 


My I'ozp; 3 


FHATEVER | may. be the 
a Execution of the little Per- 
formance, which I have the Honour 


to preſent to your Lordſhip, it will 


derive ſome Merit, I am perſuaded, 


in your Lordſhip's Sight, from the 


good Meaning wherewith it was 
written, from its Suitable 
Profeſſion, and from the Importance 
of its Subject. Perhaps, too, its Au- 
thor's undiflembled Reſpect for your 

Lordſhip may give it ſome additional 
Value; for true Reſpect, we are aſ- 
ſured, can giye Value to the ſmalleſt 
Offerin gs from the Hands of the 


pooreſt, 


„ But 


eſs to my 
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I DEDICATION. 


| But indeed 1 did not bites: to 
whom. 1 could, with greater Pro- 
priety, inſcribe a Work of this 
Nature, than to a Nobleman, whoſe 


regular Life, and punQual Diſcharge 
of all the ſocial Duties, muſt render 


' Refleftions on Death not unpleaſing; 


whoſe Regard to Works of Litera- 
ture bath always been eminent and 
conſiſtent ;. and who, though con- 


finualfy emiploy & in Affairs of the 

Hig heſt Mohr, | hath teſtified that 

25 Res ard den. moſt favourable At- 
abbr to 


mak pr * Learns 


7 of 3 3 4 
T $3. #5 N 


ing. 


Encouraged to Promiſe the faireſt 
2. s to govd Letters and good 

nners : ——— They cannot but 
Fouriſh under your difcerning Eye, 


r. 

And the Foſterin) \Exitbilaſ of our 
beloved Mo ARCH; in whoſe un- 
mllied virtues, white his People feli- 

| « Citate 


From Nate 0 x68! 4626 * 
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'DEDICA R % 


citate. ere no grateful Man, 
can be inſenſible of the Honour, 
Which „ to. the illuſtrious. 
1 who had. f conſiderable a 
Share in forming 125 Royal Mind 
to Virtue ; and inſpiring it with 
thoſe great, juſt, and Patriot Senti- 
ments, which have obtained to our 
Sovereign, from his Subjects, that moſt 
bonourable. of. all, en 
Good... 5 ' | 
HFappy in your Pranen's Favour; 
m Lord, and happy Copici- 
ouſneſs. of your — 5 133 — you 
will go on to deferve and to obtain 
the Eſteem and. Affection of all Mea 
of Science, of. Virtue, and Religior... 
So will your ame be placed high in 


that Tea le of true Glory, where 
up 


the ers of Malevolence, and: 
the Clamours of Faction ſhall never 
be heard; where Envy, the unfail- 
ing Shadow of Merit, "ſhall never be 
permitted to enter; and. where 


A & I when: 
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vi. DEDICATION. 


when that melancholy Hour is come, 
which no Might nor Greatneſs in 


Mortality can delay, —that Hour in 


which you, my Lord, ſhall be loft to. 
your Friends, \to your Country, to 
your King, your Monument ſhall 
proclaim the glorious Truth, that 


Lou were a principal Inſtrument i in 


« putting an End to a War, uncom- 
« monly wide and extenfive; and of 
e reſtoring Peace to an oe and 


6e depopulated World.“ T 


Tam, my Lord, with is wack þ re- 
ſpectful Acknowledgment for this In- 
dulgence, ny 


Your Lozpenry 8 


Moſt obli iged and devoted | 
humble e 
W l. WILIA Popp. 
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ADVERTISEMENT... 
ER SE RefleFtions were firſt written” 


* with a Deſign to be publiſhed in a ſmall 
Folume proper to be given away by well-_ 
diſpoſed Perſons at Funerals, or on any 
other 4 Occaſion. But the. Editors of 
the Chriſtian's Magazine, ſuppoſing they 
might be of ſome Ges to 4 and 
 vell-eſteemed Work, requeſted the Author 
firſt to print them there, and afterwards to 
' purſue his original Deſign. Accordmgly, 
they were printed in ſeparate. Chapters, and 
He hath Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Re- 
ception they met with. His beſt Prayers 


accompany them in their preſent Form, that 


they may be found uſeful to Mankind, 


He is bound in Juſtice to the ingenious 
Writer of Mr. Naſh's Life, to declare, 
that the Paſſage objected to, p. 136, is 
corrected in 1, 

Work. 


e Second Edition of that. 
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REFLECTIONS on ; DEATH: 
* CHAPTER 1. „ 
— 8 


No more. and by a ſleep, 10 /ay, we bad - iy 
The heart-ach, and the thouſandnaturtl ſocks" 
That fleſb i, bar. to 1 a conſummatios 
Sr to be 44.1 die. to fleep — 
To Jeep! perchante to dream t ay, there's the . | 
For in that ſſeep of Death auhat dreams * D 
25 ben We have ſhuffled off this mortal coll, | 

Mu give us pauſt there's the'reſpee 
That maker calenity of Ja long hifi: Ea en 
For aubo æbould bear the whips and eorns of 1 W 5 
Tt opprefer?s wrong, the proud man's contumely,. . 
The pangs of deſpiſed Lowe, the law's ae, 

The inſolence o ' office, and the ſpurs © A* 
That patient merit of ib' unworthy eee 
Zut that the dread of ſomeibing offer eh... 
(That undiſcower d country, from ww hoſe'b aur. | 
No traveller returns) e the auill, 

And males ut rather b:ar the ills awe have, 


1 eee abe Enαο nt f. 


TY; Snakporpany, | 


| rform the lalt ſad office" to 

1 hk remains of a Mme: pens 

and 55 ghbour. 

It is on Ay * and; that 2 
iliarity with death, and 2 frequent 

recurrence of funerals, x vraves;and; church 


warde, Jexves to harden rather than. hu- 


A manize c 


FEW eg I was calle 


— 


10 REFLECTIO NS — 


manize the mind; and to deaden rather 
than arouſe thoſe becoming reflections, 
which ſuch objects ſeem excellently cal- 
culated to produce. Hence the phyli- 
cian enters, without the leaſt emotion, 
the gloomy chambers. of expiring. life : 
the undertaker handles without concern 
the clay-cold limbs: and the. ſexton 
whiſtles: unappalled, while his ſpade 
caſts forth from the earth the mangled. 
bones and duſt of his fellow-creatures *. 
And, alas! how often have I felt with 


indignant reluctance my wandering heart 


engaged in other ſpeculations, When 
called to miniſter at the grave, and to 
conſign to the tomb the aſhes of my fel - 
low-creatures.. gl ig. 
Yet nothing teacheth like Death: 
and though perhaps the buſineſs of life 
would grow torpid, and. the ſtrings of. 
activity be looſed, were men continually 
hanging over the meditation yet, ai- 
ſuredly, no man fniould fail to Keep the 
great object in view; and ſeaſonably to 
reflect that the important moment is: 
coming, when he too muſt, mingle with. 
his Kindred, clay ; when he too muſt ap- 
| | 5 


6Cä Apa DIE Gt af rot 4 | 
\ ._ ®.San Shakeſpeare's grave-diggers in Hamlet. 


\ 


ON DEATH. uw 


pear before God's awful Judgment-ſeat,: - 


when he too muſt be ande by a fix- 8 


ed, an irrevocable, and eternal decree.. * 


As I entered the church-yard, 


Where bea ver the turf i in many a mould ring heap ; : 
where Zach in his narftw ecll for ever laid, 


ſo many of my friends, my neighbours,. a 
my fellow - ereatures, lie mould'ring in: 
duſt ;—ſtruck with the ſlow and folemn- - 
ſound of the deep-toned bell, and par- 
_ ticularly, impreſſed with the afflicting cir- 
cumſtances of his death, whoſe obſequies 
I was waiting to perform; J found the 
involuntary tear ruſh. from mine eyes, 
and the unbidden bgh heave in my Fat : 
bouring boſom.. 
And, Oh Death, mighty conque- : 
ror, I could not forbear ſaying, in the 
filence of unaffected meditation—— - 
Oh Death, how terrible, how wonder- + 


ful thou art! Here 1 ſtand, full of life; 


health ſmiling on my cheek, and ſpark- 
_ linginmyeye; my active feet ready to 

bear me briſkly along, and my hands 
prompt to execute: their appointed of 


fice: ſcenes of pleaſing felicity are be- 


n me; the Kamke of domeſtic, ſe 
A. 6. renity 
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12 REFLECTIONS. 


renity- del fee ming gy. ſecure ond 
me; and my buſy foul, is planning fu- 
ture improvements of happineſs and, 
peace. — But the moment is coming, 
perhaps is near, when life's feeble pulſe 
hall play no longer, theſe eyes no more... 
- ſparkle, nor this cheek glow with health, 
that pale as the ſhroud: which inveſts:. 
me, u. thoſe cloſed with the lids, to 
uncloſe and awaken no more: the feet 
ſhall decline their funchon, and the 
uſeleſs hands fall heavily down by my 
ſide. Farewelk then all the engaging, 
endearing ſcenes before me: farewelle 
the comforts of domeſtic peace: my. 
beſt loved, friends fhall weep tenderly: 
over me; and my. thinking, neltlefs, 
duſy ſoul at length find Os _ ben 
anxious no more. 

It is Bxeck: and all. the powers of: 
earth can neither arreſt nor divert the 
fare unerring dart! but with confam-. 
mate wiſdom. the great Lord of the. 

World hath wrapped up the impertant 
moment in impenetrable darkneſs from. 
human view: that from 'the-cradle we 
ht have the fotemn. object before us, 

aalen ume, decanſe ap denen 15 | 

U 


4 


N DEATH | 13. 1 


el me then not labour to divert the 
Inproviagepeuctitibe, but advance'ftill- 
nearer, and: dee, if 1 can. learn, whe it 
is to die! 
DT die“ Oh you, my friends, and 
_ whoſe graves now am wandering— 
you, who ere long, like me, trod this 
vegion of- mortality, and drank the pe 
dien day——with you the bitterneſs of 
Death is paſt; ou have taſted, what - 
that is, which. o much perplexes the 
human thought, * which we all know. 
ſo little, and yet of which we all muſt - | 
know ſo much! Oh eould you inform 
me what it is to die, could you tell me 
what it is to-breathe the laſt! "fad gaſp—.. 
- what are the ſenſations of the laſt con- 
vulſion, of the laſt pangs of diſſolving. 
nature! Oh could you tell me how the 
__ foul jiſſues from the lifeleſs dwelling 
which it has fo long inhabited: what. 
unknown worlds are diſcevered to its 
view; hew it n e alarm - tj 
1n proſpect; ow i is affected with.. | 
the remembrance and regard of Frm ©? | 
left here below -- Oh could you tell. =_ 
me——but, alas! how vain the wiſh. 
——douds and ae, reſt upon ad 1 


x4 REFLECTIONS. 
and nothing but experience muſt beral- 


lowed to fatisfy theſe anxious reſearches 


of mortals.” 
Yet let us not forbear theſe Re Pot oa "4 
or at leaſt not relinquiſh the intereſting 


meditation. For what can be of equal 
importance to man, deſtined inevitably. 
to tread the path of death? 
of equal importance to examine, as whi- 


what 


ther that path leads, and how it may be 
trod ſucceſsfully ?—what of equal im- 
portance for a pilgrim of a day to con- 
template, as that great event which mult 
open to him a Fate, unalterable, and 
without end? 

All men muſt tread that gloomy path 
It is appointed for all men once to die. 


Adam's curſe is upon all his poſterity. 


Duſt they are, and to duſt they muſt 
return — But whither leads that gloom 

path !— Alas, in the heathen world 91 
2 bewildered mind they ſought the reſo- 
lution of that queſtion.—— Death was 


dreadful indeed in ſuch circumſtances: 
for if we want the glad hope of immor- 
tality to cheer our departing ſouls, what 
affliction can even be conceived more 
ſing chan death and diſſolution, ſe- 


nden, 


ON DEATH. * 
. oY all we hold dear on earth, 


expectancies ! 

Life and immortality are brou ght to 
light by the Goſpel: and the queſtion is 
anſwered clearly from that book, whence 
alone we can gain information on this 
wink Once to. die, and after that be 

Jud ed——We muſt all Band before the 


Joyner oe of Ghri/t.! Oh my ſoul, how 


ul a reflection; can any thing more 
be wanting to inſpire thee with the 
moſt ſerious purpoſes, and moſt devout 
reſolves, than the certainty of death, the 
aſſurance of Judgments the, Knowledge « 
e Are 
And after death be * / Tell me 
no more of the pangs of death, and 
the torment of corporeal ſufferance— 


What, What is this, and all the evils. 
of life's contracted: ſpan. to the 1 


which follow after? This it is, whic 


makes death truly formidable, which 
ſhould awaken every ſolemn reflection, 


and ſtimulate cx; rational, endear 
 vour!. 


To be "ade?! „ 


3 


and perfect annihilation of all future | 


ee decree, to an allotment. * 


— 


16 REFLECTIONS 


wal and unchangeable; an allotment of 
conſummate felicity, or eonfummate 
if diſtreſs. 
. Oh immortality, how muc "doth * 
thought of thee debaſe in their value 
- every earthly enjoyment, every carthly 
purſuit and poſſeſſion - and ſhew man to 
himſelf in a point of view which amply - 
difcovers his true buſineſs on earth, 
which amply diſcovers the true di gnity 
of his nature, and forcibly reproves. 
| his wretched amen. to ae, 
"26:66 Wings! e 
And methidles;' as if 4 voice were 
ſpeaking from yonder ae—1 hear a 5 
ſolemn Se to my foul! hy 
} {286 Every rave rodlatns" ay o.n 


* 


1 9 1 2 ö ** 


- mortality child of the duſt; be hum 
ble, and grow wiſe! a few days ſince, 
bke thee, 1 flouriſhed in the fair field 
ef the earthly world; a few days ſince 
1 Was cut down like a flower, and m 
3 withering i in this Seiner 
regardleſs of God, and ee 
— enty;" 1 paſſed ily along, and 
thought no ſtorm would ever overcloud 
my head !—In a moment the werfe. 
ed tempeſt! e 1 ſunk, and was loſt. 
| Go. 


. ON DEATH * 
Go thy way, and forg et not thyſelf : re- 
member that ww thou hat life in 
thy power: to-morrow, r thou 
mayeſt lie a breathleſs corpſe! Eſtimate 
from thence the value, poor and ſmall, 
oß all things beneath the ſun Land for- 
get not that death and eternity are, by 
an indiſſoluble band, united! If thou 
dareſt to die, and 8 meet thy 
God, why. can e 5 Mrs Alone thy 
| miſery, molt wretched 
laſting anguiſh, remorſe, ha” 4 4 
ment aſſuredly await thee. ut if bear- 
ing futurity in mind, thou art ſo bleſt, 
as to live in conformity of the law of 
thy nature, and the Goſpel of thy God 
the Saviour of mankind hath opened 
a: doors of perennial bliſs for 
and eternal delight, from the full 
river of God's inexhauſted love, remains | 
to reward thy faithful ſervices.  * 
Immortal! be wiſe, remember. judg- 
ment, and learn to die | 
| Loft in the deep reflection, 1 was : 
awakened from it by the intelligence of 
the 3 of * e 2 N 52 


chr. 


1 REFLECTIONS: 


* CHAPTER 1. 


21 not 75 ſelf of to-morrow 3 for thou 2 7 
rn what a day may” bring forth. 3 5 
Pr. Xxbil. K. 


Deer not until death to Be Ju ed, * 
Dyer ee Xvilii. 22. 


0 Death, how bitter is ; the remembrance of thee. 
fo a man that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſions ;* 
unto the man that has nothing to vex him; 
and that hath- proſperity in all things : yea” 
unto him that is yet able to receive meat. 
a - + Leal. xli. Ts ; 


HE börse, e their fable: 
| plumes, advanced with ſolemn 
pace; and the ſlow-moving wheels of 
the melancholy hearſe ſeemed to keep 
time with the deep-toned bell; expreſſive 
of the filent ſorrow, now arid then in- 
terrupted with a groan of diſtreſs, which 
reigned in the mournful coaches that* 
followed. 
They ſtop 5 my blend What 
all ch "tf and all this difficulty to- 
drag thy body in its laſt narrow dwell. 
ing. from the confinement of the hearſe, 
and 


» + 3 1 4 1 : Fa xt ; + 
DEATH rms 


and to bear it along the church- yard to 
its laſt narrow cell in the church! Ah; 
where is thy former activity thy 
wonted ſprightlineſs and vigour! Thow 
who didſt tread over the threſhold with - 
fuch lively ſtrength; and bruſhed away. 
the dew of the morning with ſtout and 
nimble vivacity; have thy feet too 
forgotten to do their office? And muſt 
thy fellow mortals toil beneath the load 
of thy clayey corſt, to bear thee from 
the light and ſenſe of the ſurvivors? _ 
Oh Death, thou ſovereign eure of hu- 
man pride! to what a ſtate, impartial 
in thine attack, doſt thou reduce as 
well the nobleſt and the faireſt, the 
greateſt and the beſt, as the meaneſt and 
moſt worthleſs of mankind! Though 
our friends be dear to us as a right eye; 
lovely as the bloom of the morning; 
powerful as the ſceptered monarch 
of the Eaſt; thou not only degradeſt 
them from the elevated height, but 
rendereſt obnoxious to the view; and 
inacceſſible to the tender embrace of the 
_ laſt lingering, faithful, unſhaken adhe- 
rent! Let corruption ceaſe to be 9 
A r n * K 
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20- REFLECTIONS 
farm vr and duſt, no longer ſwell 
an 


d borrowed arrogance! | THT 

1856 ſee the afflicting ſight! Five ten- 
Sande, each in an almoſt infant 
ſtate, are led by weeping friends, in 
mournful proceſſion, after the 515 of 8 
their d Reef e 

im a coach behind, waiting to com- 
plete the melancholy view, is an infant, 
three days old, brought into the world 
by its half. diſtracted mother, before its. 
appointed time! Pig ſorrow, and in- 
ſupportable, hath haſtened the throes. 
and dire anguiſh of birth; and behold 
the little orphan, inſenſible of its mts. 
fery, is offered to the regenerating font, 
while its father is r 200y n en 
e. the eartl! 

: Crowds of ſpectators from: every part: 
are attentive to the moving ſcene: on 
every face (fits fympathetic ſorrow; 
every eye {wells the generous _ ' of 
. compaſſion and concern 

But a few days are paſt ſince a cem. 
blin g e with breathleſs 
urged m ant attendance at the fick 
bed of Nxcorio, on whoſe life, it was 
to be * the GT fever had: 


Made. 


; 1 = 7 . 
DN DEATH m 


made fatal inroad. I haſtened without 
delay; and 1 found but who can de. 
ſeribe the afflictin g miſery ? Confuſion, 
anguiſh, and diſtbeſs;- weeping, lamen- 
tation, and woe; diſmay and mutter 
able agony took up their reſidence” in 
va. of NxS OTO! Surprized in 
the:mid o. youth, and in the te drddreef 
earthly ran the awful and irre- 
ſiſtible ſummons of death, the Mb 
the fat har, che nan, lay wracked with 
uch S as his condition might 
well be ſu bo awaken. Unable to 
bear the dek, his wife, who long ſleep. 
 fefs had watched by his ezuch Wa 
_ thrown on the ground in an at 
Thamber, and Her little infants were 
weeping around: her, the mute to be 
pitied, as undonſcious ef "their mileFy, 
and wondering with artlefb plaints, w 
their beloved namma was thus ſad and in 
tears! Near relations were tender in their 
ben om cwn; while every heart was untich 
ating the wretched widows diſtreſs. 
When I fat down by his bed, and 
wently undrew the curtain, he looked 
and ſhall I ever forget the ea 


* ans look? A dear 55 
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*  REFLECTI ON 8 : 
from his eye, he caught my hand, he 


ſtrove to ſpeak, but his full heart for- 


bad; and the organs of ſpeech, deeply 
| affected by his malady, were unfaith- 


ful to the truſt of words which he gave 


them: we ſat ſilent for ſome time, and 


with difficulty at length I perceived that 


he ſaid, or wiſhed to fay, © 1 fear it 
is too late. Pray for me: for Chriff's 


fake pray.” I endeavoured, as well as 
the affliction of my mind would permit 
me, to ſuggeſt every ground of hope, 
every motive of conſolation : he ſqueez- 


ed my hand and ſighed. | Little is to 


be done, he ſtrove to ſay, amidf all the 
diſtractions of a ſick bed like mine: oh, 
conſider my wife, - conſider my poor 


| little babes?” We ald all which could 


be ſaid; had ſcarce finiſhed the uſual 


prayers, and were preparing to men- 


tion the Sacrament, when the viſit was 
interrupted by the neceſſary attendance 


of the phyſician, whoſe departure the 


lawyer awaited to ſettle his temporal af- 


fairs. Two more bliſters were ordered 
to ſix he already had upon him; a 
drowſy ſleepineſs, dire prognoſtic of 
death, ſeized him; which hourly increaf- 


Ing, 
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: ng, at length . in ſtrong con- 
vulſions, and the buſy, active, ſprightly 
+Ne60T10 died in his thirty-third year! 
Died ! utterly unprepared and unpro- 
3 vided to leave this world, far leſs. pro- 
vided and prepared to enter into the 
next. His worldly concerns totally un- 
ſettled; his eternal concerns ſcarce ever 
thought 082 7. - 
How much to be deplored 3 is the fate 
of Nrcgorig ! and yet, alas, how much 
is it to be feared, that many thouſands þ 
are hourly ſplitting on the Jane, rock 
with him! 
| He lived only for this world. Full | 
of hope, and buoyant with life, death 
was not in all his thoughts; and a fu- 
ture ſtate, when ſuggeſted to him, was 
conſidered as unworthy his preſent con- 
.cern;. becauſe it was judged ſo diſtant. 
He thought not of the preſent ſpan of 
exiſtence, as of a ſhort ſtate of tnal, 
an hour of weary pilgrimage; nor con- 
ſidered himſelf as an immortal being, 
ſpeedily to give an account to the dread 
Judge of mankind. But deluded by 
the ſpecious pretence of making neceſ- 
59 en for his Sy; a duty he 
wel 
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| Well ktiew incurnbent upon him, a duty | 
the ſaw univerſally approved and ap- 
planded; he had no other view than to 
ams wealth, and provide a for 


tune for his children the comforts of Za 


Which he'promiſed himſelf. to partake; 
and had formed many chimerical ſchemes 
of chariots and cotritry retirements, of 
brilliant gaicty and envied ſplender. 
Amidiſt theſe deſigns and parſuits, it 
4ight with too much truth be ſail of 
NGG Tro, that God was not in ali his 
thoughts. Indeed he regularly attended 
is church in the morning of the Sub- 
bath, and as regularly gave the after 
non to indulgence and dflipativh. But 
while at the church bow liſtleſs Was he 
to the prayers, now and then yi 
eit an unmesning Amen; for His heuft 
Was there where his treaſure was/place&. 
The ſermons had ſeldom much weight 
With him; he ſometimes obſerved they 
Were good: : and when they touched 
vn the ſubjects moſt pertaining to him- 


Rf, he failed not to remark, that the 


| preacher was rather too ſevere. Thus 
e went on; and in the eagerneſs of 
9 * and the ede : 
deſire 
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deſire to grow rich, had too far engaged 
his fortune, and not been ſucceſsful 
according to his hopes; the reflection on 


which harraſſed his mind; while his in- 


duſtrious deſires to htain: his ends and 
bleſs his family, as much harraſſed his 


body, and brought on that fever, the ſad | 


itue of which we have ſeen. 

Many. and: excellent were the quali- | 
ties of NEdOrIO; his mind was tender 
and humane; tender affection dwelt on 
his heart towards the partner of his bed; 
and few parents knew a more ſenſible. | 


concern for the fruit of their Ioins. No : 


man would have been more ready or 
more active in the kind offices of friend- 
ſhip, if the multiplicity of his own avo- 
cations, had not rendered him i incapa- 
ble of being ſerviceable to others. He 
had no objection to the great truths of 
revelation, and once in a ſickneſs, from 
whence he was wonderfully raiſed, de- 
_ termined ſtrictly to comply with them; ; 


but the world recovered its dominion AS 


health again mantled in his cheek, and 
he returned to the purſuit which en gaged 
his heart, with vigour redoubled, and 
activity augmented in proportion as 

| | / the 
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the time and the opportunities he had 
- loſt. How often in the freedom of 
friendſhip have I remonſtrated, but re- 
| monſtrated in vain; till he ſaw me with 
35 ſhyneſs, and heard me with reluctance. 
Striving to juſtify himſelf, he uſually 
concluded, when every argument failed, 
that he was yet young, and not likely 
ſoon to die; and would in retirement 
rform all thoſe duties, and prepare 
or that futurity, which he could not 
but acknowledge it was wiſe to foreſee, 
and neceflary to prepare for. 
Alas, my friend, how are thy vain 
- hopes fruſtrated! Cut off in the full 
bloſſom of all thy expectations, in the 
flower of life; thy earthly deſigns all 
1 abortive; thy beloved wife and dear 
children left to ſtruggle with lonelineſs, 
ſorrow, and difficulties; and thy ſoul, 
thy immortal ſoul, gone to meet its 
God and its Saviour! The God who 
created, the Saviour who died to re- 
deem it. The God, whom it never de- 
ſired to ſerve or to love; the Saviour, 
_ whoſemercies it never implored, except, 
| aps, at the laſt fad moment; and 
whoſe wonderful loving-kindneſs bad no 
5 „ charms 


- Or, wou 


oharms to engage it fo ps and 
ut | 
5 And ist the fate of NGO 110 peculiar? 
Is he the only dreamer amongſt 
many thouſands who walk the walks of | 
mortality ? would to Heaven he were! 
to Heaven his hapleſs example. 
might be hung out as a beacon to warn 
others, and prove effectual to awaken 
the children of this world from their 
leep of death, thundering in their cars 
this ſolemn admonition: 
What art thou doing, child of eter- 
nity, what art thou ſeeking with ſuch 
reſtleſs afliduity! Look up, and behold 
the Heavens, where dwells the judge of 


| the world! Formed by his hand, thou 


art placed awhile, ſhort-lived proba- 


5 tioner, on his earth, and when he ſhall 


ive the tremendous . thou 
muſt drop thy earthly bod a and appear, 
oh immortal ſoul, before hisjudgment- 


ſeat; eternity then awaits thee; eterni- 
ty, as thou haſt done good or evil ; eter· 
nity, bleſſed or miſerable! Wilt thou 

then, in the folly of thy heart, neglect 
thy God; ſet up thy ſtandard on earth; 


and think to fix a 1 _ when 
Pera 
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rhap 8 the, breath of death may puff 
dens own all the phantaſtic caſtles raiſed by 
airy hopes? Wilt thou forfeit eter- 
11 oys for the tranſitory things of 
2 earth "Wilt thou not be a man? act 
wiſely; chooſe ſoberly ; keep immorta- 
lity in view, and live every day as one 
who knoweth that the next day, per- 
chan ce, he may be obliged to lay aſide 
his pilgrim's weeds; leave the inn of 
this uncertain life; and enter on a ſtate 
which can never be changed, and which 
Jball never have end? 
Whatſoever effect theſe Reflections 
may have on others, may they, oh my 
God, at leaſt, be imprinted on my own 
heart! never may I ſo live here, as to 
| forget that I am to live hereafter / 
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CHAPTER Wm. 


7 land a voice from Heaven, fp unto me,- 
Write, from. henceforth bleſſed are the dead 
- who die in the Lord Even fo, ſaith the 
Spirit: for they reſt from their labours, and 
their works do follow lem; Rev. xiv. 13. 


5 N ne was Nicorie; hoſe fad fu- : 


neral obſequies performed, and 
whoſe little infant baptized, I was ſoon 
left alone to my ſolitary walk in the 
church-yard; and being not much diſ- 
poſed to leave the ſolemn ſcene, I deter-- 
mined to continue a while lon er, and 
indulge the pleaſing ſobriety o melan- 
choly meditation. 
How various, how innumerable are | 
the ſhafts of Death They fly unerring 
from his quiver around us, and on ſo 
thin a thread hangs human life, to ſo 
many accidents and diſaſters is human 
life ſubject, that one would rather mar- 
vel that we continue to live, than chat 
we ſhould forget one moment that we 
are to die! Nothing can be more Brain.” 
tiful, nervous, and expreflive, than the 
| By. fol- 
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following fine Prayer, uſed in our Burial 


Service : 
« Man that is horn of a wvoman hath 
but a ſhort time to live, and is full of mi- 
fery! He cometh up, and is cut down lil 
a. flower; he fleeth as it were a Joadow ; 2 
and never continueth in one ſtay. . 
In the midſt of life we are in death: 
ohom may we ſeek for ſuccour, but of ther, 2 
27 who for. our fins art juſtly diſ. 
eaſed? © F 
1 th O Lord God moſt holy, 'O Lord 4 
oft mighty, O holy and moſt ered Sa- 
wie, deli der us not into the bitter pains 
of eternal death ; 
Thou knoweft, Lord, the ferrets of our 
Hearts: ſhut not thy merciful ears to our. 
prayers: but ſpare us, Lord moſt holy, O 
| God maßt mighty, O holy and merciful Sa- 
viqur, chow moſt worthy Fudge eternal, 
Suffer us not at our laſt hour, for any pains 
of death, to fall from thee.” 
Were we influenced at once by the 
doctrine and the piety of this incompa- 
rable prayer, cee is no doubt but we 
ſhould make a better eſtimate of Life 
and of Death than is uſually done; 
N ſet a leb 9 on the one, and 
a meet 
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meet the other with more courage and 
conftancy. F 


For what is man, and what is his 


e 7 


life Man that is born of @ woman hat 


but a ſhort time to live, —ſhort indeed, 
_ ſuppoſe it to extend to the utmoſt length 
of human exiſtence, even to fourſcore 
years. But, alas! too commonly, ex- . 
tent of life is but extent of ſorrow; the 
time, though ſhort, is yet full of miſery. . 
The natural and acquired evils, the-evils 
unavoidable, and the evils brought on 
ourſelves by our own folly, vice, and 
imprudence are many, are great. Our. 
beſt happineſs is ſhort, precarious, and 
uncertain; he cometh up, and is cut down 
like a flower; to-day we flouriſh in all 
the external accommodations of life, to- 
morrow the taſte can no more reliſh its 
delicacies, nor the ear be delighted with 
the melody of the viol; no more the 
tongue can chaunt with pleaſing harmo- 
ny; the eyes open no more on ſublunary 
ſcenes, the uſeleſs lids for ever cloſed 
by the trembling hand of our weeping 
friends. As the ſhadow that departeth, 
that Heeth away, and its place is known _ 
no more, ſo we vaniſh from the earth, 


- 
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and our memory is ſoon buried in total 
oblivion. To us little regard 1s paid any 6 
longer: ſtill our aſſociates, with their ® 
uſual gaiety and ardor, purſue their ſ 
veral deſigns; ſtill, as before, the buſi- 
neſs of life goes briſkly on; the ſun 
ſhines as brightly; the earth blooms as 
gayly; the foreſts echo as fweetly with 
the muſic of the winged choriſters, 
and all things wear their accuſtomed 
form: while our neglected clay is moul- 
dring in the duſt, and trodden over by 
many a thoughtleſs—perhaps many a 
friendly foot. . 
Many a friendly foot — yes, even now, 
while I wander in the ſilence of the 
night, amidſt theſe lonely receptacles of 
the dead, how many graves are around 
me, which contain the precious relics of 
neighbours and fellow- creatures, by my- 
ſelf conſigned to their laſt earthly home! 
 —wretched, wretched home, had man 
no hope in his death; were not the 
ſoul ſecure of immortality; were not 
the body lodged in the grave, as a faith- 
ful depoſit, hereafter to be raiſed to life 
and glory, by the Almighty Redeemer's 


irreſiſtible trump. 92 
1 That 
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That reflection ſooths all the ſorrow, 
. and extracts all the poiſon from the dart 

of death! What is that I read on yon- 
der tomb on which the paſſing moon” 
reflects her full light, as ſhe walks ma- 
jeſtic in brightneſs through the ſkies, 
and makes her ſilver way through the“ 
dark and mantling clouds 07 Death, 
where is thy fling? O Grave; where thy 
victory; The ſting of death is fin, and 
the ſtrength of * n is the Law. —But 
thanks bo. to God, who 4 us the vic 
tory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, —— .. 
Theſe were the words which laſt hung 
on the lips, and at his deſire are engra- 
ven on the tomb of OsrAN DER, who 
died full of faith; a man whoſe death 
might well inſpire the with Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let my 
latter end be like his / 

© O Ne6oT10! how unlike to thee was 

Oels how unlike in life, how un- 
like in death though the ſame tempo- 
ral concerns, the ſame wordly occupa- 


15 tions were common to either. 


Happy in parents, who well knew the 
inne and importance of religious 
prinei iples, OsfaN DER was early initiated, 

35 and 


34 REFLECTIONS - 


and perfectly inſtructed, in the ſchool 
ot Piety: abundantly did he verify the 
truth of the wiſe man's obſervation: for 
conducted, when young, into the happy 
path of truth, he never departed from 
it. His youth was amiably diſtinguiſhed 
by the moſt conſcientious and tender 
regard to his parents; preſage of his fu · 
ture felicity; and his whole demeanor 
modeſty, and engaging reſp ect. 
Rare felicity in Os1anDEs, he ob- 
tained a partner, formed with every qua- 
lification ſuitable to his own : it might 
well be ſaid of them, ſo ſimilar were. 
their tempers, their deſires, their purſuits 
fo much 1 3 195 
Korg obje&s pleas'd them, and like objets pain d, 
t | | | . by, 
*Twwas but one ſoul that in tao bodies reignd. 
No wonder then Os1anDtr wasa pattern 
as of filial, ſo of conjugal - affection. 
Peace and ſerenity ever welcomed him 
to his houſe, and true ſatisfaction de- 
parted not from his happy dwelling. 

Hence he found no cauſe to ſearc 
abroad for the felicity which multitudes: 
cannot find at home; nor dreamed a 
= : the 


5 ON DEA T H. 35 


the tavern and the dub, the place of R 
merriment and diverſion, to drown the 
cares he never * to give the bliſs. 


| ay roreray enjoyed. 
Happy in ſo choice a companion, he 
was diligent to diſcharge, in the exacteſt 


degree, the paternal duty towards thoſe 
dear pledges of his love, where with their 


faithful embraces were bleſt. And 


| hence from the earlieſt youth he took 
care to inſpire them with every ſentiment | 


of true religion, and to bring them up 


in the faith and fear of that Almighty 


Father, a regard to whom, deeply root. 
ed in the minds of children, is the moſt 


- undoubted ſecurity of their regard to 


earthly parents. 


As the connections of 11— ne- 


ceſſarily rendered his family large, he was 
conſcientiouſly exact in the diſcharge of 


his duty to his domeſtics and ſervants. 


« Every man, he was wont to ſay, ſhould 


eſteem himſelf as a prieſt in his own fa- 


mily; and be therefore careful to in- 


ſtruct his dependents, as thoſe of whom 


he muſt one day give a ſolemn account.“ 
And, One reaſon, he would often ſay, 


why men are generally ſo negligent of 
B ann this 


: 
— — uy 


” 
* 
1 — ͤF-Hʒ— ,, ⏑ In 
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[ 
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this important duty, is the ſad example 
they ſet themſelves—an example which 
renders all precept ineffectual.“ Hence 
he was diligent to maintain that prime 
pillar of domeſtic authority: he ſpoke 
by his life as well as his words; and ne- 
ver propoſed a duty to his family, which 
they did not ſee him practiſe himſelf, 
Family prayer was never omitted in his 
Houſe. The | Sabbath-day. was never 
ſpent in trifling, viſiting, and folly ; 
much leſs in drunkenneſs and debauch- 
ery. Attended by as many of his fa- 
mily as was convenient, he himſelf led 
the way to his church, both morning and 
afternoon: and the evening of that bleſſ- 
ed day was ever ſpent in catechiſing and 
inſtructing the younger; in reading ſome 
uſeful diſcourſe to the more advanced 
part of his houſhold. Never abſtaining - 
from the hallowed table of the Lord, he 
was earneſt always in preſſing that im- 
portant duty; and few who lived with 
him were long ſtrangers to that heaven- 
Iy banque. 455 r 
Thus exemplary at home, he was no 
leſs eſteemed abroad: his punctuality, 
 honeſty,and worth were univerſally com- 
„„ : mended ; 


= 
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mended; and though ſome: of freer prin- 7 
ciples would ſometimes be apt to ſneer at 
his preciſeneſs (as they termed it) yet 


no man maintained a more univerſal 
credit, purſued his temporal buſineſs 
with more becoming alacrity, or, by the 


bleſſing of God, flouriſhed more in ny 


dale le n 


It pleaſed the — Diſpoſer of all 


thingy to give him a long foreſight of his 


88 diſſolution, by means of a 


r and conſumptive illneſs. 
hall Jever forget with what delight 
1 heard him declare his high hopes, 


when coming in by accident, I found 


him with his beloved wife by his ſide; 


pale and emaciated he ſat in the chair 


of ſickneſs, his hand tenderly claſping 


hers, and his eyes. fixed upon her: 
while ſhe, with ſoft affection, ſtrove to 
conceal: her heart-felt diſtreſs,” and the 
tear, unpermitted to come forth, ſtood 
trembling in her eye.—< I was endea- 
vouring, dear Sir, ſaid he, to reconcile 
my life's loved companion to the ſtroke 
which ſhortly muſt ſeparate us ſeparate 
for a while ſeparate, bleſſed be the 
| Lord of life, only to meet that we may 

never 


"a 
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never more part.—But alas! ſo frail is 
human nature, ſo weak is human faith, 
ſo attached are we to this poor crazy pri- 
ſon, that we cannot, we cannot be tri- 
umphant,—we ſink and grovel upon 
earth even to the laſt ... 
Affection like your's, ſaid I, ſo lon 
tried, and ſo tender, cannot be ſuppo 
to part without pangs: nor ſheuld we 
think ourſelves the worſt Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe we feel the moſt ſenſible as Men. 
« Oh no, ſaid he, I have never thought 
the fineſt feelings of humanity incon- 
| ſiſtent with the moſt elevated degree of 
Chriſtian virtue—but, methinks, when 
a pair have lived, as (thanks be to God) 
my deareſt wife and myſelf have con- 
ſtantly endeavoured to do—with a per- 
petual proſpect to a future ſcene, and an 
_ earneſt, though very imperfect labour to 
walk worthy our high calling and hope 
Zit ſhould be matter of the nobleſt joy 
when the conſummation of all our la- 
bours is at hand, when we are about to 
drop the veil of fleſh, and to enter on 
the fruition of exerlaſting peace. Sure- 
ly this ſhould dry up all our tears, and 
cauſe us to rejoice on behalf of the _ 


* % 
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who is about not to die, but to live; 
not to /ofe: life, but to enjoy it. For my+ 
ſelf I have no.more doubt of immorta- 
lity, nor (let me ſpeak it with due hu- 
mility) of my own felicity with God, 
through 7e/us Chriſt, than I have of my 
preſent exiſtence. All nature, and the 
univerſal voice of the wiſe in every age 


proclaims the great doctrine: but the 


Chriſtian Religion hath diſplayed it in 
ſuch full light, ſo diſpelled every cloud, 


ſo removed every ſcruple, that it would 
be the greateſt indignity to the blefſed 


Author of it, either to doubt- a future 


and eternal exiſtence, or to doubt an 


eternal and happy one through the faith 
that is in him. Infidelity appears to me 
of all ſins the moſt monſtrous, after 


thoſe various declarations which God 
hath made to ſupport and conſirm our 


Ü | 


Wewerecharmed at the divinewarmth | 


with which he uttered theſe words: his 


wife burſt into a flood of tears; tears of 


mingled joy and ſadneſs; who could re- 


frain? We fat ſilent He at length 


Went on: 


* * 
0 
: 
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Vet let me not be thought preſump- 
tuous : I know the utter abhorrenee of 
God to the leaſt ſpark of ſelf-depen- 
dence; I know the abfolute contrariety 
of pride to the true intereſt of a fallen 
creature: I am nothing ;'T have nothing; 
I can do nothing: to the glory of his 
grace be all I have ever done, be all 1 
ever hope! But there is fuch an exhauſt- 
leſs fund of unexampled mercy and love 
in the great Saviour of mankind, fo won- 
derful are his doings, ſo paſſing all com- 
prehenſion his tender regards for the chil- 
dren of men, that I dare not diſpute his 
rich offers; that I dare not heſitate in the 
embracing his full promiſes ! Oh, Sir, I 
can ſay, with the utmoſt fincerity, that 
the reflection on his mercies is my ſole 
and unſpeakable comfort; and in his 
love I already taſte ſomething of the bliſs 
I expect. Influenced by that love, and 
by a fincere (though, alas, moſt weak) 
faith in him, I have laboured diligently 
to act in conformity to his will; and 
though conſcious of a thouſand and ten 
thouſand infirmities, though in my beſt 
ſervices utterly unprofitable, though in 
all leſs than the leaſt of his mercies, 
| - yet 
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yet I have an unſhaken confidence i in.” 
2 all- ſufficient merits, and fully rely- 


ing upon them, I commit my foul to 


him, with all the ſatisfaction and ſere- 


nity of calm and well grounded hope:— 


Hie is a rock that can never fail us; the 


_ croſs of Chriſt promiſeth the ſinner every 
thing which ANION can preſume to 
aſk. 37 200 

Much more paſſed between us, ſome 


things far too tender to be committed 


to paper; and it will not be any wonder 
to the ſerious reader to be told, that a 


ſickneſs of ſome weeks was borne by a2 


man of ſuch faith, with all the cheerful 
refignation and conſummate 1 
which are peculiar to the true Chriſtian. 


Tong, would be more inſtructive, 
an many of the diſcourſes 


perhaps, t 
. Which he held with! his friends, during 


the ſcene of trial. A few hours before 


he died, he took a ſolemn leave of his 


wife and children, to whom he had de- 


livered at large his dying advice and 
perfectly ſenſible of his approaching diſ- 
ſolution, ſome minutes before he ex- 
pired he was heard to ſay, O Death, 
ed wt i thy ſting? O Grave, where 1s thy 
a: 
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victory? The fling of Death is fin, and 
the ſtrength of fin is the Law. —But thanks 
be to God, wha giveth us the victory, 

| through our Lord Jeſus Chrift.” And 
having ſaid this, he fell aſleep, with a 
"compoſure perfectly lovely, with a peace 
infinitely deſirable. _ V 


** Four ** * = 2 


CHAPTER IV. 

Are not two ſparrows fold for a farthing? and 
one of them ſhall not fall to the ground without 
your Father. But the very hairs of your head 

are all numbered. Fear ye not, therefore, ye 
are ¶ more value than many ſparrows. _ 
„ Matthew x. 29, &c. 

Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will preſerve 

them alivs, and let thy widows truſt in me. 
FLY „„ © Jeremnb x0. 11. 

tEW paſſions are more ſtrongly im- 

planted in the human mind, than 

the love of our offspring; to be devoid 

of which degrades the human, far beneath 
the irrational creature; through every 
ſpecies of which the wonderful influence 

of parental /orge is diſcernible. The 

wiſdom of the great Creator is immedi- 

ately obvious in this gracious ky = 
| | | or 
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for the helpleſs young; and it is certain. 
that this powerful ection in the hu- 
man ſpecies may be rendered productive 
of the moſt excellent effects. 
Too commonly, indeed, it is groſly 
abufed; and the honoree claim of pa- 
rental regard 1s made the pretence for 
an unworthy and mean attachment to 
the purſuits of the world, and the love 
of this life. Many men cheat themſelves . 
under this ſpecious deluſion; and while 
they conceive that the ſpring of their 
actions, and the cauſe of their ſingular 
attention to earthly deſires, is the ud- 
able 8 of providing for their fami- 
are, the mean while, but fol- 
od Kage the bent of their own inclina- 
tions, and treadingin a track which they 
would continue to tread were they not 
Influenced at all by the. motive which 
they fancy engages them in it. Fre- 
quent experience hath manifeſted this; 
but it was never ſeen more evidently, 
perhaps, than in the caſe of Avazo, who 
ived only for his children, as he con- 
ſtantly avowed, and on that account de- 
med. himſelf every reaſonable gratifica- 
tion; ww as if it were to falſify thoſe 
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pretences, as well as to awaken him, if 
poſſible, to a more rational conduct, the 


Sovereign of Heaven deprived him of 


his children in a ſhort compaſs of time 4 
and lo, he remains the ſame groveling 


earth-worm, though he hath none to 


ſhare that inheritance, which he pur- 
chaſes at the price of his foul! © 

If any truth be fully revealed in the 
ſacred oracles, if any hath the fanction of 


the ſoundeſt reaſon, it is the belief of a 


„ „ „ „„ we... Huw i Ore > - 
2 . 
wy ” 5 ** e 8. 


wiſe, good, and ſuperintending Provi- 
dence, of an univerſal Father, who ten- 
derly watcheth over, and graciouſly car- 
eth for the concerns of thoſe beings. 
whom himſelf hath created, and placed 
in their ſeveral ſtations upon earth; a 
truth of an aſpect the moſt benign, and 
of an influence the moſt important to all 


the affairs of men: to forget and diſre- 


gard which leads to all the folly of ſelf- 


ſeeking, all the madneſs of ſelf-depen - 


dence, all the bitter anxiety of ſelf-cor-' 
roding care: to remember, and live. un- 


der the conſtant perſuaſion of which in- 


duces all the ſweetneſs of a ſerene con- 
tcience, all the fortitude of a refigned 
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foul, all the comfort of an unſhaken 
hope. 

And to this, were we to judge by the 
rules of right reaſon, or religion, that 
parental affection, which is ſo univerſal 
and amiable, muſt naturally bend every 
parent; whom, if no other conſidera- 
tion were ſufficient to perſuade. to the 
practice of Religion, and to a depen- 
dence upon the Deity; the reflection of 
its infinite moment to their offspring, 
and of the unſpeakable value of the di- 
vine favour, ſhould powerfully incline 
thereto : for there is no patrimony like 
the divine protection, and no friendſhip 
To ſtable as the friendſhip of Heaven. 
The former never can be exhauſted, ne- 
ver be alienated ; the latter will never 
fail or forſake us: no change of cir- 
cumſtances will change its fidelity: nay, 
much unlike the friendſhip of the world, 
in the black day of adverſity it will mile 
with moſt ſweetneſs and affection upon 
us. Our earthly ſchemes, in behalf of 
our children, may prove unſucceſsful, 
and be blaſted by the finger of diſappoint- 
ment: our labours may end in vexa- 
Ps and all our attempts be inſufficient 

; - to | 


1 


— 


to ſecure the fortune we wiſh: or do 
we ſecure it, the patrimony we have 
gained, at the expence of ſo much care 
and anxiety, nay, perhaps at the high 
price even of felicity eternal, may be em- 
1 by the faithleſs guardian; de- 
voured by the litigious lawyer; or 
fooliſhly ſquandered away by the ſpend- 
_ - "thrift heir, whom our induſtry has ca- 
pacitated to fink into the foul ſewers of 
idleneſs, vice, and floth ; and depri ved 
at once of the comforts of this life, and 
the hopes of a better, by ſupplying him 
'with the means to be iniquitous; when 
perhaps without them he had been led 
to careful induſtry, to ſobriety, and all 
the bleſſed fruits of a rational demean- 
on: -: „„ FE 
Let it not be concluded from hence, 
that we would condemn that proper care 

for the ſubſiſtence of a family, which all 
nations have judged ery” and be- 


coming. We mean only to decry that 
abſurd but too common practice of liv- 
x ing merely to lay up wealth for thoſe 
who ſhall ſurvive us; without taking 
care to ſecure the favour of Providence, 
without looking at all to the great ſu- 


x 


perintendant 


EFF 8 


aw | 


perintendant of human affairs, who 
laughs with juſt contempt, at the ſpider- 
webs which men of this character fo 


induſtriouſly weave. Without God in 


their lives, without hope in their deaths, 
they are unable calmly to lay their dy- 
ing heads on their pillow, or to com- 


the heavenly Huſband, and the everlaſt- 
wg Father. | * 


Of theſe, poor NzGcoT10 never 
thought, and therefore could derive no 


comfort to himſelf, could adminiſter no 
comfort to his wife and his children, 
from the ſolid expectation of the fa- 
therly care of Omnipotence. This ren- 


dered his death doubly dreadful: as 
the contrary view ſoothed every ſorrow, 


and cheered every gloom before the face 


of the departing Os1anptr. He be- 
Held his wife and his children with an 
2 of gladneſs, as the peculiar care of 
1e Father of the Fatherleſs, and the Huf- 
band of the Widow : and to that care ge 


conſigned them with a cheerful hope 
and ee acquieſcence. Nz60T10 


tion, 


is family with the eye of diſtrac- 


mend, with humble, but confident faith, 
their weeping widow and orphans to 
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nury, and all the painful 51180 diſtreſs! 
ücitude for temporal things Oh hap py 


had it been for thee, NecoT10, happy 
for thy family, if ſome portion of thy 


ro thy great buſineſs o earth, thou waſt 


going thyſelf to the kingdom of à Fa- 


vo 


man as by few; to bleſs where there is 


little, as well as where there is much; 


to bleſs with the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſ- 
——competency, content, and a good 
| ES con- 


yy 
? 
* — 


ings 


* 


eaufcie ience 5, Which: beſtow 'thoſe:confola- 
Tions, fold, ſeeure, immoveable, that are 
denied frequently, or ſought for in vain 
by. the diſtinguiſhed favourites of enor- 
bitant wealth or redundant poπeẽr. 
e hereof, Ostaubkk, during 
Bis laſt 3 8 
b of his life?s. loved companion, 
to ſayito her, is doubtleſs a ſtate of the 
deepeſt; diſtreis; left to wenther out all 
the ſterms and tempeſts of a calamĩtous 
world, a poor dejected woman then moſt 
Wants the tender ſupport of the huſband, 
whoſe loſs thoſe very wants more feel- 
of uſeful ſatis faction is drĩed up; not 
only every allowable and life-cheering 
comfort is cut off; but the flood - gates 
are opened to a tide of new troubles, 
nknown, unthought of before; Which 
the memory of paſt feligities mournfully 
| enhanceth ; the retroſpect: 215 
3 . 5 | 799 1255 a 3 * once 


of happin 
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See the fine ſpeech, of St. Meme mather 
in His piece on the Prie/thood, or _ the Chriſtian's 
Magazine, Vol. J. P · 54. : 
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once enjoyed, but now. loſt, 
double weight ct the woe which ſpr 
up unwelcome in the place of that hap- 
Even where The action hach | 
not been of che moſt tender fort; the 
Joſs of a huſbandd is i caturnity ſevere 


felt: but Where it hath been juſt an 


* 


ng tried fidelity hath 
ack: approved eachito the Schere there; 

love, as the parting becomes more 

aflictive, fo thelofs is more ſenſibly felt. 
Widowbood is then an iron finnutgindeed 
Hut to catch the alluſion, s the Son 
of God was ſeen in the fürmsee will 
the three faithful Traclaer, Pre ſerving 
them unhurt from the rage e of the 


flames, ſo Will he be preſent; with pe- 


culiar protection, and ſhield with his fa- 
therly-providence;:the widow and her 

erf Leave thy fatherleſt' children, 
faith this kind God, [will pr gere them 
alive, and let thy: tidews truſt" in the 
This paſſage, I will freely confeſs to you, 
hath at all times given the greateſt com- 
fort to my mind, and at the ſame time 


f encouraged me to a'theerful diſcharge 
of duty and to perfect dependence on” 
Hod: conſcious, that if I FAY by any; 


means 


— 


means 1 theſatherly CATE gf.c Omni 
Potence fox you, and my dear chil ren 
1 need not be anziovus for ought. bel 
1h ave endeavoured 80. keep this pat | 
10 views. and can now 10 8 19 
to that cage, Mith the moſt Pan N 
Beart. che delight, F or. the 
Barry leave: yu, nor forfake. 7005 A 
emphatically ſtyled, 2% fatt er of. the 
fatherliſe, and the hu and of of the $9 7 rea 
A reflection which 1 muſt make 
every. tender. parent, every affectionate 
huſband e and careful to obtain 
God's bleſſinx, if really they love their 
children, if really they aße a regard for 
their wives:—for that God hath ſhewn, 
all through his bleſſed word, how near 
and dean to him are the intereſts of the 
widow and the orphan: He wen 
fene laws, with much tenderneſs „re 
ſpecting them: He hath urged, as the 
greateſt.offence, the negle& and injury 
of them: He hath made it one © The 
characteriſtic parts of true and undefiled 
religion, to viſit the fatherle ſs and wi. 
dows in their affliction. And as an em- 
blem of his ever full and flowing mercy. 
URN: ems . ſent his prophet to 
, one 


. 
* 
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= ah 


Set ei); i ic Say 6f diftteſs, and 
'enriched her with a continual ſuppl pply, 


While want. nd faniine were rei ö 
12 youu . ce 4 97 A 


around: Ving at once 
Wee token of his Kerle prob i- 
debee, and and increafin; WN tA the 
1 Who trufteth in nn. fb 
For, my dear love, permit me to tix, 
thoug b 1. | Fx ſearce any need to ſay i 
to you, that theſe rich promiſes to 20 
dos are not given inckiſcriminately ard 
der no conditions: 5 ie ee 


; pen LI of the diltin n 
>. jy nn St. Paul Kere 
| are widows indeed, 


hat ſome i in a ſtate o bh 
be far from the Divine 1 A 71 


ee, bo e, e to Wi i one 


dN in e 171 chte e 
ſtroke; who f eth her ſoul's dependence 


"oO the * and n Providence 
of 


v% 6 _ECWHW ame 
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| fer Sac and laboureth with all the 
ſingerity of faith and fervour of prayer 
to eaſt herſelf and all her concerns upon 
hi, as knowing he careth for her. 
And as thus truſting in God, and con. 
linuing in prayer, the widow; mould be | 
particularly 75 9 2 ious, * ſober in 
auh F behaviour, dreſs, a tz 
tbe Moni not forget that . 
pleaſed to cut off, if I may ſo 72 
Ornamente ber head, anch th e ME DE: 
her life] and therefore requireth 40 
cent ſolemnity in all her carriage. If 
the, loſs happens to a woman in Larlier 
hfe, the h hath need off LOL e particular: 
watchfulneis againſt. all the attacks, of 
carnal enemięs; and. ſhould be cautious 
not to give the leaſt room for Gas re- 
proach, either of wantonneſs or calum- 


ny, which ſome are lo HT: imputeto: 


* I od i 1 al. ef I T9 

And ſhould 3 my dear, be lest in. 
your caſe, with a family around her, oh! 
how muchanxiety attends that neceſſary, 
that important charge] that moſt tender 
duty which ſhe oweth to them I can 
not, indeed Lcannot ſpeak of this heavy; 


burden: my heart is to full: and. L 
Vas C3 | have. 


RE FL Ferrons 


love t e 8 ths ar thee 1 


ſander the bürthen, for G88 

you : he will bleſs * your Cn v 

Wat fa Pert you! ' every; diff 
Taube th fatherleſs [ ildren | 

Preſerve: 4 them alte, 17 . 

18, ih grace; alive to 75 

the divine fe; an tb" Oh! 

2 and e ore, de 

_alwa 


your beſt, thou gh feeble efforts, 
children, the father of the; father xlefs: 
more than ſecond” you: truſt in him: 


continue in prayer to him; for them and 


for yourſelf: and you have a 560 
anſinitehy preferable to thia poor periſh- 


ing mortal who is about to leave vn. 3 


they, ray beloved pretty ä 


0 ber Oh! thou grations: father, 


. rve, protect, def | 
the- and When my weeping e 


be cloſed in death; . 


ting tongue ſhall be ſilent in duſta When 
my ſolieitous Heart ſfriall ceaſe te throb 
for them; oh! be thou their never · fail 
ing; their immoftaP 'Buſband,” "Janus 
Van * r tend 


/ 


be your -lupport-z | 
fectl confident, that While ou exert | 
, foryour | 
leis wilt 
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their. God and portion in this 


| — IMs iP dp IH: We 


that huſband, who: thus, eb A him; can | 


Aa balm. of divine pee tie into 


he . his afflicted. Wl Hebes 5 
fenen N COTS 169 ak: 156 {OE \ 


4 5 MW * i 4 Fi) 83 # 
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5 Fog 
222 2 GY 5M 
Hess ath ir 
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Ki N e avoid the 
stroke, or to efeape the victori- 


2 ke ati of Death#' they: 'worttd' have 
 fornethin t plead for their ene icht, 


Meir“ 
lem reftection WRG iy 


bufiiibs'/bf their lives tõ aifpdtotheim- 
portant thought of that, for whieb they 
were ereated, and to which theyrarein- 

evitably doomed?” But as no human 


Arreſt;/even for one moment; 


dhe aeg dert f as every individual muſt 
Piſs: thigblack ant Jamentable flood; 


41101 1 C4 ſurely: 
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lurely wildomdiftates dee E- 
quent attention to ſo intereſtifip/a"con- = 
cern, and reaſon adviſes the eee, 
great ſurvey of this dreadſul evil; and 
we may learn to eheounter it with. — 
Tage,; r leaſt, to ſubmit to it withbut 
relucan ö, viewed with an hafty 
and trembiliigieye „appears in form 
ble terror, as the ertiel- blaſter of a hu 
man hopes and Joys! 2 but Death: — 
with an eye of faith, ant emp 
with the coolneſs. of rational. delibera- 
tion, loſes mu of its terror, and i is a 
Proached with no finall d -com- 
placence and peace. | 
_ ., Foy; tremble: at the 3 3 
come, draw near, and let us ſee what | 
that is rhich thus alarms your quickeſt, 
| A Se the maſt fear 
2 ul n Death is ny eee | 
mortals from the priſon pha figtnly 
pint js Wet floor | 
verer from. a tranſitory and vexatiaus 
world; their introducerto an et 
oh chat we could always add -a 
 iefſed Nate! But there, there alas, is the 
dread]! Tis;this which cloaths Death in 
his terrers, and gives all its ſharpneſs wy „ 
e RS rs, 8 "Rs 1 


oO DEATH 3p 
his'ſing.--Gould He 0 alſüped: had we 


3 rationab and; well-groanded-prefump- 
tion, that:thedgpantingſoulſihonkd enter 
on a ſtate of ſelicity, and be perceived amto - 
the boſom. of its Saviour aud its God; 
we ſhould then univerſalh la down: 
the load of mortality, ee 
„ but with triumph ned on — 
Whence then comes .it toſpaſsAet us 
no longer lay the blame om Death, for 
it is fairly exculpate. Dold 
it to, paſs, chat We dare w. Rye with- - 
out treaſuring up “ this Tatiönal- an 


well groundec ee eee eee | 


Chriſtian religion ſo-eopiondly: ſupplies, . 
and which e ure all called upon to trea- 5 


fare up hy every motive of intereſt, of 
common ſenſe, and of duty if weneglect N 


this, let us not pretend to quarreſ with = 
aur fate; and to repine at the fearful- 


neſs of death; we ourſelves: give all his 
fearfulneſs to him, and frum Gurſclves 
alone procteds the cauſe of our bittereſt 
diſquietude. For Gui hath plaindyides - 
clared td us the irreverſible condition of 
our nature. Our death is no ſaſs certain 
than our cxiſtentei He hath graciouſ-. 
Il — a ſovereign and infallible- 
| ae £4 anti- 
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_ againſt the fear of eath, in 
jctorious refurrection Gf hig Son. 
hatly informed un, tlat our bodies muſt 
retorn to duſt; that All our/poflefions 

mul. be left, behind; and chat a Rate 
pak fret analterablea Dy Iga —a 
ſtate of Hits wi one on n 
0 ſpi ap 8 71 Bir 2%, 
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F to thy eee 54 will 
ſeparate thee from all thou holdeſt; dear; 
and it will convey thee to a region, dolo- 
rous and unwelcome, where tliou haſt no 
treaſure, and canſt not have either 

or love. But remember, in this c | 
Death deſerves no blame; for it. is. — 
Dei e 1s eee 2h in e it is 


man, 


K* 
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man; fooliſſt man, wh renders it fo, by 


nis inegcufblefnegleck. W Eid e 5 


It is from hence ariſes the fear 
death; fm eat lain en highly the 
things of this life; broettiiig. 


the mm able condittan 2 | to every 

mottablefling:? Hence ſprung all tie 

— s; and all the 1 of the 
the lovely Airex and all the 


Myer oh bange which tore her e 
od parents hearts 
MisaeLLA bleſt, byche 
of all gd gifts, with a frame e 
: clegant'andpleafing.'S 30 
neis d welt in her countenante; the 
of the [Wan wðas rivalled by Ber Kein; 5 
her thape was faultleſs; Neil Wie : 
finiſhed with the moſt beautiful Vd . 
try, and her voice Was muſichl 70 t 
harmony of the Jute.“ She Was taught 
from her'eratlle to value'this ge peHon? - 
and her fond land overwrening Parents 
fed tire oeching Vanity with 5 0 the 
Which their dotage could. ſopply, 
education Was per fectly pobte, 75 
ir reed hes temp, Ky . 


more valuable ee 'of the- FEY... 
Ca 6 c Here 


©. Wy 4 


wegen kee, 
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ty hier b 


y ele- 


2 — 
2 84 „ the. excelled 1 N at 


pony —ů hr 8 
ſelf, fo was it improued b 
ed by the ſoft” touches Gatto geen. 
which ſhehandled with inimitable grace; 
preferring i it to all other inſtraments, as 
the attitudes in playi . is moſt 
Acne th lcovery' of à fair 
lady's pentility; « | EO OS biene 
She very early g gave her parents a con- 
vincing proof of 222 miſtake had 
made in her education, and of their un- 
happineſs in neglecting to inculcate the 
principles of religious duty and conſcien- 
tious virtue. For in her ſeventeenth year, 
ſbe married a young officer, of infe- 
© Hor rank, and no fortune, with the in - 
tire diſapprobation of her parents; n 
and in a contradiction to their 2 
mands. The gaiety of his dreſs, and the 
charms of his 'perſon; captivated! her 
heart; and, unaccuſtomed to rłaſon and 
think; the broke through every obliga- 
- tify her romantic paflion. : 
The 


NEAT 6 


_ - Thecklind-and; egg ie fondaeſy,vf 
heripargnts-ſnon;induged. them topaſs 
over this 1 — ES wr e 


N aue 6nd. ee I 


Was free from all parental reſtramt 


indulged the mad propenſit 

greater ardeun. From one aue ee 
to another, during the ſummer, ſhe led 
her paſſive huſband; during the winter 
they lived in all the fatiguing gaiety of 
co diyerſions. A child was the iſſue 
of their marriage; but as the daughter: 
had been befdre;- ſo now the mother: - 
Vas Gyallowed up in the woman of plea- 
fare: ſhe ſent the little infant to her pa- 
rents, regardleſs of its welfare, if the 
could purſue her beloved gratiſicatian 
Abe caſe was the ſame with a Fate 
produce; of their conjugal cke noni 
dhe looked upon child bearing as a ſeyere 
tax paid by the fair ſex, and as an obſta- 
ele in their way to the poſſeſſion of thoſe. 
delights, Which alone have worth and 
reliſh in ee of a woman oe” 
faſbion. | | 51 td 
772 e | My 
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ju ach in — Fm ev emer Her p 


rents, though not very uſſſuent, — oa 


contributed all they could: an ahb! 


too fond fed ſcantily and dreſt meanly, 
that their daughter might he clad in cer. 


called abroad to attend his regiment. 
Pleaſure was her paſſion; ſhefelt there - 


fore little regret at parting” with” him. 
Nor did the live; during his abſence, 
like the widlowed wife, and ſeparate 
friend. She followed hers diveflions: 
with redonbled aſſiduity; was the life 


of the ball, the delight of the men; the 


queen of joy. But her conſtitution; 
ual to the 
toil; her nocturnal reveries extinguiſh- 
eck che roſt in hen cheek; her laborious 
life of pleafure induced a conſumption? 
beſides "this, with. decliningihealth, her 
character became equivopa Sen it K 


tender and delicate, was u 


is agreed by all ſhe was never crimin 


inthe ſenſet hat word iscommonlz wr 2 


but the want of appearances is often as 


n 


%. F 


let, and feaſt in delieacy, it happened 
very opportunely, that her huſpand, in 
the third year of their marriage, Was 


„ie 5 E Vc // SD OO ERS 
Derne 4 wal . 45 n 2 7 * r 


virtue itſelte, To 6 em: = 


ſhe Hadi fre | 
means; fre Hoviiee: her beauty, 


conſtant recourſe to deſtructibe art. | 


Her parents who ſeldom! ſaw her 
aw her dnly for a fe pafſing moments; 
which ſhe could ſometimes, though very 
rarely, ſteal from her engagements, to 
dedicate to the children of her bowels; 
and: tothe parts,” whoſe only: joy, ſhe 

knew, was in her company. Her pa- 
rents hearing of her declining ſtate, 
VMrotezintreated, carneftly and with tears 
| intrented her to come to them, and to 
uſe all proper means for the recovery of 
her health. She deigned them no geply; 
dut uſing what appeared to her the ne- 
eeſſary method, yet proſecuting at the 
ſame time her uſual courſe of pleaſure 
a dead body almoſt in the bright ſcenes 
of revelry and joy, —ſhe at length wWas 
ſeiged with an acute diſorder, which in 
two days carried her off, in a h 
place; at a diſtance from her friends; 
and without a relation to cloſe her eyes! 
A meſlenger was inſtantly diſpatched 
to. —— parents: the Tone: only can 
: guels 
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Fa at their anguiſh... The aflided 


father flew, down to the 3 
death h;alt node ſpeech z and, when | 
— the houſe, here ſay che dead 


body of his child, his only, child, the 


child of his ſonl “ Oh give me my 


daughter, he cried out, let me but ſee 


her dear face, though ſhe is dead a dead 
me, lead me to my child ſhe a por 
oi Bn «be fad remains of:all his hopes | 
and withes/!” Dumb grief pręvailed: 
the miſtreſs of the houſe conducted him 
to the door of the hom, where laꝝ che 
pale and lifeleſs corpſe. He threw. him- 
ſelf, wich unutterahle diſtreſe, on the be 
beſide his ty and bedewing her 
2 face with tears, lay for ſome 
time in all the agony of fileat.forrow-! 
«Ave we thus to meet] at; length;:he 
burſt out thus Oh my KATY Lay 
child, my daughter, are thoſe dear lips 
ever ſealed in ſilence! Ah, all pale and 
white and will thoſe eyes which uſed 
to lock upon me with ſuch joy, dann 


never open more One word, my child 


oh if it were but one word! Ah, cruel 
and unkind that l might not be allowed 


80 WONG thas * lick nel hadſt thou 


R 


N DAT & 


— me to n, wr dear life | 
had been fayed, Ala ow 1 hel | 
ſhe hears me fiot _ 
lovely as ever! Ah. ſoft gory . F | 


hand, marble: in coldneſs eint . 0 
never let thee eee | 
child; my only beloved! I amo 
far Honlart nd Mero oh that EM 

died with thee; would to God I might 


die tis moment [MF Nr Wy Ch 
1 45 5 al! ee aF: 


a grief. — 73 0 305 It age 

_ Bute enger, to eo) | 
IS ON - 

proper to make TIEN = 1 

thele, however, together. with the very 

different character of PHH EIA mull, 
engnge she next ch * or” om in 

en N Riß 0 „ %%. 
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* QW. feat” a Bl bi ig early Inv 
1 tion ! I ape 6 bn 
the {wee perfu ve lecttires of wile 
dom; Ae as never called to attend 
the winning voice of Religion "af 
Truth: ind therefore, left to the blind 
conduct of inipotwons ns 
driven along, ac tꝭ evel 
the foutidered and Was 10 
pretend to y, that early 555 
virtue are ſo in ably: 
never to be divided: r ab nat ny, 
that all who enjoy this advantage muſt 
right; that af who enj63 | 
kel ly go wrong. This would be to 
contradict palpable experience. But we 
are bold to adrance, that as'tlete is the 
chance of ten thoufand to one, in favour 
of the former; fo is there the ſame 
chance, 


3 


T 
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e it is ase againſt the latter, 
How alarming: a reflection to parents! 

Had MiszikA, from her early infan- 
ey, been trained up in the knowledge of 
herſelf, her God, and her duty; had 
| ſhe been carefully led to a true eſti- 
mate of her evrfuptidle: frame; not de- 
ceived. into, a wrong opinion of it from 
poiſonous flattery, and deluſive adula- 


tion had ſhe been taught, that every | 


good gift; comes from God, and cn 


quently can be no proper ſubject, of þ 5 
— rs been taught, os 


| e 
that our prrſent is a ſtate of trial, 5 
We are pilgrims and probationers fa 
day, and muſtineceifarily in a ſhort time 
remove oun tent fac this world, and 
Ii ive everlaſtingly in, another, 
bappy or wretched, as ,ẽ haye pertarny- 
ed. our duty in this: Had theſe leſfle 
of uſcful import been early and itead 
imprinted on her mind, moſt probab. 
the miſerahle parent had n we = 

fuch anguiſh, over * a 

e moſt a ber 12 


| 
| 
4 
! 
| 
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might have cloſed, with-filial piety and 


tendernefs, his ged —_ emi wot 
But ah me conftantly uud bre 
behold theſe important leſſons neglect» 
ed! like 'thoſe of M18 LILA, cheat 
their little ones, even from inkamoys into 
falſe opinions of chemſelves! The mit-. 


takes fo frequent and ſo fatal, in th edu 


cation of children, would al lead one 
to approve the Laczpsmont An policy; 

which allowed not to parents the liberty 
of educating their own children; but 


committed this moſt neceſſary buſineſs 


to the care of the ſtate: And from an 


accurate obſervation of the chnduct of 


parents, how few have yet fallen within 
the obſervation of the writer of theſe 
nes, who were tolerably capacitated 


for the taſk; hO had nce and for- 


titude enough to conquer parental pre- 


Jadices; and to Rand ſaperior to the 


ſoft feibles of melting affection! With 


reſpect to the gentler te, it is an evil too 


notorious to be denied, that ere the pret- 
ty innocents can liſp their pleaſing tales, 
they are initiated in the ſchool of pride 


and e 2 —— even 


to 
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ble companion, 
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2'OMr oo F H. * 


of te, more women are ace into 
Proſtitution, through their laue of dre , 
than through the love of vice: and in 
the higher, we know,, to what ten 
an attachment to, this deep-rooted. oi. | 
e worn worth _ 1 85 157 
Wh iue Principles, Ong um 
| „how can. we.expect to find in 
dhe fair one, the endearing and; 
replete, as Milton 
phraſas lere HL ene eee 
conſiſts x: 
Woman's thang er e — 5 
While as he goes 65 they W. or 
| on we expect it?? FRG? 51 
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Let it not be ſaid; at abe writer is ſos 
Fere : he would only wiſi to hold out a 
an evil deſtruc- 


friendly warnin againſt 2 
tive to the — and affectionate pa- 


rent; whom it. lies to give to the 


female ner its greateſt merit: while 


heintreats the inconſidenatèe and the fond ; 
to contemplate the half · diſtracted father 


weeping over the een corſe of his 


Munten E B enen 2110 


And vouldſt chow; oh reader, wiſh 


thy- beloved offspring a better fate; 


wouldſt thou wiſh never to ſhare in the 
3 of ſo ſad diſtreſs; let it be 


chief ſtudy early and diligently to 
in orm with true wiſdom, the young, 
che waxcn mind; attentive to/th poet's 


ev V4.3 7&4 $ 14 orte "FC x ft; 87 2 


4nd as they firſt are faſhioned, . ale; TRI: 


- Senſible of this capital _— the pa- 


3 rentsof the amiable PULCHERiA omitted 
no opportunity to cultivate her mind, 


CCC 
| 1 n * tas abe be., Las. 


and early to lead her into the pure and 


peaceful paths of ſacred wiſdom.” ' She 


was not We in perfon' to 'M IIIA; 
2715 F | but 


* 


o D 4 11 ey 


. in death how $4 


different! As I have not had the happi- 
neſs to converſe with many; from whom 
I have reaped greater improvement or 
received inore delight; 3:as T have never 
attended a death-· bed, with more profit; 
and edificition;: than that of yes ever- 
valued PoLenE HA; it hath frequently | 
made me curious to learn from her 
rents the method they purſued in her 
education. And one day fitting with 
her excellent father, I took' the hberty 
ta hint my deſire - I know, fir (ſaid! 
you are above the vulgar prejudices 5 
and have ſo juſt a ſenſe of the divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs in removing your 
daughter from this ſtate of probatiòn to 
a realm of glory, that the ſubject is ra- 
wy RON than painful to you. Tou 
hf high opinion of ber virtues; 

ting at particular ſteps you took, in 
her early days, to lay the foundation of 
that noble ſtructure, which 1 wo. 
« You judge SL y, fir, ſaid the 

old man: it is W to me to . 
and to 8525 nk daughter, whom I re- 
flect upon with the molt here lt com- 
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placence,, as having ſoon [fun her com 
plete. circle of virtues hem n ast having 


finiſhed her courſe, and entered 


5 10 early on ber- averlaſting reward. 
Praiſed be God,; for. giving: me ſurb a 
child; praiſedꝭ be — 


vouehſafing 
tome the 3 ſo triumphant death; 
praiſed be God, for placing before ine 


ſuch an — — the involun- 


tary tear -I cannot on this occaſion 


_ with-hold-it 3: the remembrance iof my 
dear angel ſo affects and raviſhes: me; 
oh when will the hour come, that Hall 
you more ſee her once more meet her 


ever to enjoy her lovely eonverſt— 
— ſir, excuſe meg the leaſ- 
ing hope overpowers me; 


lent a fei minutes; ſome natural tears 
5 e mutually dropt but wiped them 


n ee on roger | 


TH Tx NEC] reg s 66: 1 
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be peak N 
we 715 a 1 the following 615 
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Ee 
Eireles ate prais d. 1 ü Abound ar 
In largeneſs, but th? erakty rend; $5915 


E o 89h e we praiſe, that doth excel, 
% 0 5 7 


t in much tunes but d well. 


*tho 
payent.z-excuſe'the man.“ We qat ſi· 
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< Will ſatisfy yo our defice : I did indeed 
lay down ſome "a rules, reſpecting the 
E of my child; and they were 
invariably. regarded: I will tell you the 
moſt material of them. Attribute it to 
the weakneſs of an old man's m 
if I am not altogether fo nn them 
as I with. 

„ In. care, reproef, correction, and en- 
couragement, my wife and myſelf (as all 

parents ſhould) reſolved to act, and ever 
acted, in perfect concert. We early 
tau ght our child implicit ſabmiſſian to 
ourſelves, affured, that otherwiſe we 
ſhould be able to teach her nothing. — 
It was our care to removè all bad ex- 
amples, far as poſſible from our ſight; 
and in conſequence to be cautious 9 
our choice of domeſtics. We endea- 
voured always to under/tand ourſelves, 
what we wiſhed our child to under- 


ſtand; to be ourſelves, what we would 


have her be; to ds ourſelves, what 
we would have her practiſe; as know- 
ng that parents are the o iginal mo- 
upon which children form their 
tempers and behaviour. We laboured 
gradually and Pleatingly't to infuſe into 
the 
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the mind the cleareſt and moſt affecting 
notions of God; his univerfal preſence; 
almighty power; his goodneſs, truth, 
and over - ruling providence: his regard 
to pious men, and attention to their 
prayers. Theſe things we imprinted 
upon the 'tender fpirit, and fixed them 
by thoſe ſtriking examples *, wherewith 
the ſacred writings abound. We took 
care that ſhe ſhould frequently hear con- 
e upon ſerious and heavenly fub- 

to which ſhe uſed to attend as mat: 
ter of curioſity; and from which ſae 
caught much of a religious and proper 
ſpirit. Few people are fenfible 'of the 
advantage derived to children from ſuit- 
able and ſerious converſation. —It was 
our moſt earnelt ſtudy, early to ſhew her 
the vanity of the world; the frailty of- 
the body ; the corruption of our fallen 
nature, the dignity y and infinite-worth of 
the ſoul; and to make her acquainted, 


W e was e e 8 W g hath 
done 


Such e as Thoſe by RE ea 
Joſeph, &c. the paſlage of the J/aelires through 
the Red Sen; the miracles: in the wilderneſs; the 


_ deliverance of Daniel; and of the , 


from the furnace. he miracles of Chrift; of 
the apoſtles, £&c. 
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Sone be hat, onl; to, ſet before her all 


the riche 8 an merey of redemy tion. — 


We couſtantly inclucated upon her, this 


* ortant 2 5 chat ſhe was not crea- 3 


fo ] Ws here below, but i in the gl 
rious, an a cher world above; and 
ſhe Was placed here 957 to have Her Vie 
. 492 tr 10 and exerciſed, that ſhe might 
| be oy d ade fit to ye for ever in 11 — 
* And 9 ore, my dear, you fee (I 


uſed toobſ erve that cl can be no room 


>| # 


N FETAL one air of your 1 105 Ale 


or black; and your body is but tlie pri- 
ſon, if 5 may ſe 015 

We is immortal, and muſt e in 
the rewards or puniſhments of futurity, 
while your body wilt monlder in corrup- 


tion, and become ſo odious, that your 
neareſt. and; deareſt friends cannot ap- 


. proach it. Remember, you have re- 


ceived all you are and all you have from 


God; therefore never preſume to aſſign 
any merit to yourſelf; nor eſtimate any 


thing here below at too high à rate: 
tor this life you 5 is Only a ee 
l 43 2 


"a 


7 of your nobler part. 
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'of trial, and of conſequence unworthy 
our too fond attachment. Heaven 1s 
your home; God is your father; and 
eternity is your life. But pardon me, 
dear Sir, I digreſs from my rules, and 
like an old man indeed, fall into down- 
Tight prating.— 

Satisfied that all religion ſtands or falls 
with the breach of the Sabbath, we . 
habituated our dear child from her 
infancy, to ſanctify that ſacred day; to 
eſteem highly the word of God; to re- 
verence his ordinances, and to reſpect 
His miniſters. And we were eſpecially 
careful, that with all religious inſtruc- 
tion (you know my own ſentiments) ſhe 
ſhould imbibe a ſpirit of univerſal can- 
dor, goodneſs, and charity: as far from 
the wildneſs of enthufaſm, as from the 
narrownels of ſuper/tition, and bigotry.— 
We always addreſſed her underſtanding, 
and treated her as a rational * creature : 
we encouraged her enquiries, and uſed 
8 #7. mer 
A We foppoſe, v2 by his mar 75 9-97 
maß means to expreſs his diſapprobation of the 
ſimple method in which man) /gnorant nurſes 
(we would not ſay parents) treat children; as if 


they imagined them mere little animals, uncon- 
cerned with rationality, 


* 


ON DEATH. 5 


her betimes to think and to reaſon. 
We repreſented vice in its true colours, 
which are the moſt odious; and virtue 
in her proper form of beauty and 
lovelineſs. We were eſpecially diligent 
to give her a deep ſenſe of truth and in- 
3 tegrity; and an abhorrenee of all man- 
ner of falſhood, fraud, craft, ſubterfuge, 
and diſſimulation, as baſe, diſhonour- 
able, and highly diſpleaſing to the All- 
wiſe, Aſſured that we could not che- 
riſh veracity too much, we never were 
fevere for any fault the ingenuouſly ac- 
knowledged ; but always, while we 
ſtrove to convince her of the wrong ſhe: 
had done, we honoured and commended 
her for the truth ſhe had ſpoken. —Con- 
| vinced of the countleſs evils which at- 
tend the female ſex from their paſſion 
for dreſs and ſhew, we endeavoured all 
in our power to give her a low, that is, 
à true opinion of theſe things; and 
though ſhe always wore ſuch apparel 
in our younger days as became her rank 
and ſtation, yet we never deceived her 
into a wrong opinion of herſelf by gaudy, 


external ornaments, If we had 
how could we have excuſed ourſelves? 


mn REFLECTIONS : 


— we ere any thn — 
tendipg to a bold, 100 Pf 604. | 
baviour (choughy bleffe 1 5 
was even from her ink; 257 litt 5 appe ear 
ance of this ſhe feen debe A 
meek and humble). yet if eve | 
ſerved this, it was checked; f ly: 4 
we know that it m ight 5105 NI Tem, A 
Uppank pertneſs, or à diffolute ind 721698 
From many examples b. are uus, We: 
faw the misfortune of ſuff TING, children 
to be men and amen tee. f for chil> 
dren, are, by no a 5 Ly 
themſelves, or to ther 
avoided this 2 OP rock. 8. 
ſhe was able to apply 8 the 7 75 of 
uten we inureg her to diligene 


and cloſe a eee 05 not ſa cloſe 


as to deprive her 0 UC. e 
and exerciſe as. were proper to preſerve 
cheerfulneſs, yiyagity, a | 
you, who knew her od Sir) and her 
many accompliſhments, will do me the 
juſtice to believe, that we permitted her 
not to want any advantages of increaſ- 
ing in wiſdom and knowledge, and that 
the did not abuſe' thoſe advantages. 
— 0 forgot to Merve, that + 
- taug ht 
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taught her moſt aſſiduouſly the ED 0 
humanity; for we taught her to reve- 
rence the human nature even in the 
loweſt ; we ſuffered her not to treat any 
with contempt; but ſhew all poffible 
acts of tenderneſs and charity, cheriſh- 
ing with all aur might a ſpirit of mo- 0 
deſty and gentleneſs, of benevolence ang = 
compaſſion, even to inſects and animals : = 
from an allowed and wanton cruelty” to 
which children often receive a harbarous: 
and inhuman diſpoſition . 

And the fruits were equal to our 1 
bours-the lovely plant well repaid all 
Gur care and tendance. 

Jo ſhew that this was not merely the | 
dea of parental partiality, let us pro- 5 
ceed to take a view, in our next Chap- 
ter, of the rr PULCHERIA in Kew 
lite —— death. þ 
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0 1 A P T ER R. vil. 2 5 

N aan 1710 4 eee 

Fe bs, "ectitfal, 1 e , vain; 4 7 5 a. 
. woman that FFT the ge Na be 
Fralſed. | Prov. We 30. 


UR obl e ane et to thoſe 
0 parents who carefully train up- 
their children in the paths of wiſdom 
and virtue; 3 may be enabled 
to diſcharge every ſocial duty with pro- 
priety. And ay 4 much —— 
and peace of human life depends upon 
the fair ſex, we are doubly; indebted to 
thoſe who early inform their tender 
minds; and deliver into the hands of 
the huſband not only the lovely miſtreſs, 
but the endearing companion, and heart- 
approved friend. This was the con- 
ſtant and the ſucceſsful endeavour of 
the parents of PulenzRIA; ſome of 
whoſe rules in the education of their 
child were delivered in the Raben 
Chapter. 

An education ſo wile and rational 
could ſcarce be ſuppoſed to have failed 
of the deſired effect. The modeſty, un- 
derſtanding, ane elegance of PULCHE- 

| RIA 
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e geilerälly obſerved, and the 
charms of her perſon, though of the firſt 
rate, were always eclip ſeq” oy the ſupe - 


rior beauties of her OP) e was ſen- 


55 ſible, but not aſſuming; humble, but 


not mean; familiar, but not loquacy 1 
religious, but not gloomy. The te 

derneſs and delicacy, of her ſentiments 
peculiarly: recommended her; and that 
ſweet temper, which never ſuffered her 


to ĩindulge the maleyolence of cenfure,. 


rendered her the object of univerfal 


eſteem. I ſpeak not of her accidental ac- 
| quirements, - her ſkill in muſic, her taſte 


for painting, ©'c.. nor of her dome/zzc 


3 ſuffice it to ſay, he was well 


accompliſhed in theſe, and in every im- 
provement which her parents could lap. 
ply, or the: could: make. oY 

The happy, Benvotio, with che per- 
fect approbation of her parents, received 
this rich treaſure to his embraces, and- 
called the lovely Pul cHERIA his in her 


twenty-firſt year. He was the object of 
her choice; and his acknowledged worth 
well juſtified; her heart's attachment to- 


him. The fruits of her parents care 
were now abundantly manifeſt: BENVO- 
| PF, 7  LiOs 
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| 126, ot juſt the 
lot. peculia 
fined | and 


=” 4 


pair—they had not the ide: 
Her ſervants could never be large 


enough in her praiſes; for the treatẽd 
them always with the moſt amiable hu- 
manity: © ſhe conſidered them, ſhe ufed 
to ſay, as fellow-creatnres, placed in- 
deed in an inferior ſtation; hut not on 

that account the leſs acceptable in the 
ſight of God. Nay, if we remembered 
{ihe would obſerve) who it was that for 
our fakes took upon him the form f 
ſervant, we ſhould certainly treat our do- 
meitics with becoming gentleneſs. Be- 
lides, ſhe would go on, it appears to 
me an office of common hnmanity, to 
render a ſtate of ſervitude and depend- 
ence as light and pleaſing as poffidle; ö 

for while we, by the bounty of Heaven, 
enjoy ſuch ſuperior bleſſings, ſhall we 
not in gratitude do all in our power 
to bleſs others who are lefs favoured by 
n rt Pro- 
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Providence? I eſteem; my ſervants as a 
kind of meaner, humble friends; and 
though 1 would on no account make 
myſelf too familiar with them, or liſten 
either to their flattery or their tales; yet 
I never would be deficient in alleviating. . 
their inconveniencies, and JOEY: 
their real happinefs. 
Acting upon theſe principles, the was 
the deln of her domeſties; they be- | 
held her with à degree of veneratiofi. , 
She was fo happy as feldom to find cauſe” 
to change; and ſhe never entertained her 
friends with tedious tales e.g the ill 'beha- 
viour and ' vileneſs'of ber ſervants. 1 
ſhould obferve, that ſhe was careful to 
ſee them well inſtructed in their dutʒ; 
and for that purpoſe ſhe not only ſuip- : 
plied them with proper books, but faw © 
that they read them. And her worthy - 
| hufband omitted no opportunity to an : 
in this neceſſary ſervice,” $44 
Conſcious of the high obligation upon. 
us to obſerve the fabbath,: "the ſtrietl 
devoted that day to duty. She took 
care that ſuch of her family as could 
poſſibly be ſpared, ſhould always attend 
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vice of the pariſh churt h. This, ſhe 
eſteemed an indiſpenſable duty; and ne- 
ver allowed herſelf to ramble from 
church to church, as was the caſe with 
ſome ladies of her familiar acquaintance, 
whoſe practice ſhe conſtantly diſap- 
proved. I owe this duty, the uſedto 
ay, to ay family, to my neighbours, to 
my miniſter; and 1 cannot tell. — 
evil may ariſe froni a different example“ 
The evening of the Sabbath was always 
ſpent i in religious exerciſes; and ſſie ne- 
ver would think of ſeeing company on 
that day. Routs on Sumdays were mon- 
ſters in her apprehenſions. I can ex- 
cuſe, ſhe would often obſerve, thoſe in 
the lower ſtations of life, who have no 
ther day of leiſure but the Sabbath, 
and who perhaps are pent up in narrow 
chops all the reſt of the week, if they de- 
dicate ſome part of the day to recrea- 
tion: but for us, who have the enjoy- 
ment of all the week, ſurely it is inex- 
cuſable to devote this facred day to our 
pleaſures. Shall not the great Giver of 
all receive a tribute Nen A rl poening 
pm f ae . F 
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But were I to n che ex- 
| cellencies of her life. and conduct, the li- 
mits preſcribed me in this treatiſe would 
ſoon be exceeded: I: ſhall omit; there- 
fore, any account of the N 
charity which ſhe exerciſed ſo largely, 
nenen. that never child of diſtreſs 
went with heavy heart, and unrelieved 
from her preſence) while I haſten to 
give ſome account of her death. Her 


conſtitution was delicate; after the birth 


of the ſecond beloved infant which ſhe 

brought her BENvOLTO (her firſt died 
early, and gave an opportunity for the 
diſplay of the moſt exemplary reſigna- 
tion) ſhe caught a cold, which was, ac- 
companied with unhappy circumſtances; 7 
and though ſhe recovered. in ſome mea- 


are, yet the wankeee de was haſty, de- 


ca. 233 2 ngo 
1 in eaſy to conceive; che anguiſh, of 


her parents and her huſband upon ſo me- 

lancholy an occaſion; upon a diſcovery 

that all the efforts of art, and all the 
wers of medicine were in vain. While 


er patience and reſignation obliged 
þ — to refrain from every word of re- 
ane; 3 though it tended to 15 e 
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their ſorrow. by. enhancing; their eſteem 


for her. Happy as I was in her friend- 


ſhip, it was my euſtom often to viſit her 


during her long and trying illneſs; but 


1 that not eaſily forget an interyiew at 
the cloſe of it, which, I muſt confeſs; 
wholly unmanned: me, wars it taught 


me thie dee ft bumikity. Re 


I found her ſeated in the chair of ſick- 
noſb, in her chamber, with her little in- 
fant lying in her lap, over which the 
hung with ſuch a look of maternal fond- 
"meſs and anxiety as I yet never faw, and 


which no painting could expreſs! S0% 


as I advanced, ſhe hfted up her eyes, 
in which ſtood the big, the affectionate 


drops; while death feemed to fit upon 
her countenance, wan, yet not devoid of 


that un ſweetneſs which ever dwelt 


upon it. I was indulging, W = 


the, and I hope not improperly, fo 
natural affection, and taking, 

my haſt leave, of my oor little 
babe, who holds' my heart | too faſt 


—{falſe- and weak W as it is) ra- 
ther too faſt bound to this tran 

feene! Pretty innocent; ſee how "4 
Eng on its weeping mother | uncon- 


ſcious 


ON DEATH. / 
ſcions yet of the bitterneſs of grief, and 


the ſadnefs of tears. Sweet babe, I muſt 
leave thee; indeed I muſt leave thee; 
the Father er heaven thinks fit, and his. 


will be done? But oh, the parent, dear 
Sir, the parent will feel: ſurely this; 
will not be deemed a deficiency i in hum 


ble reſignation!“ I ebſerved, that Chriſ- 
tianit5 y no means oppoſes humanity; 5 
ang dat grace doth not deſtroy, it only: 

alates and reſines our affections. 
* My fou, ſhe went on, thankfully ac- 


quieſces in all the divine difpoſals, nd I 


am ſatisſied; that whatever a God of love 


and wiſdom ordains, muſt be beſt for | 


his creatures. But when I look 
this dear innocent; when I conſider the 


various evils of the world, and the pre- 
valence of our corrupt paſſions; when 1 
_ conſider the peculiar inconveniencies of 


our ſex; if deprived of maternal care 
and inſtruction, my heart throbs with 
ſenſible anxiety and Iwifh— Ch Father 
of love, pity and pardon me! Muſt I, 


ah, muſt 1 leave this fweet harmleſs one 


to all the trials and difficulties of life ! 
Oh my ty babe, I muſt leave thee ; 
but 1 intruſt thee (and 1 in that let me 
CET tare 
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take comfort) intruſt thee t to A tender fa- 
ther, and to the protection of a Saviour 
and a God, who careth for his little ones! 
Bleſſed Saviour", ey 955 er 0 
powered by the ſtr . 5 
tion; and falling fans 2 n 

from which we almoſt apprehende 


would never recover, her huſb ended and 
her parents were inſtantly, called. up; 
every, effort was uſed, to reſtore- her ; 


though grief ſuffered no one dane to 
er pl Fi llable. The ſcene Was 
found awful I ever beheld! | 5 
At length ſhe came to herſelf; 463 
the firſt object ſhe ſaw was her trem- 
1 mother bathed in tears, and hold 
her clay-cold hand! on the 
e ſtood her father; at her feet ger 
bet anxious and diſtreſſed huſband— 


around her ſeveral of us were laced, 
-whole | tears ſufficiently witneſſed our 
concern. She raiſed. her languid e 25 


gazed withfully at us—then fixing t 


upon her mother, . Beſt and wok 2 
loved of parents, ſaid. ſhe, farewell, 


farewell; God of his good mercy re- 
ward your tender care of me, and give 
us a meeting in the future wol Id! —Oh 


- ON DEATH 89- 


my father, and are you too there? do 


not let me ſee your tears: ſupport | 

my oor! mother, and remember you 

a daughter 5 before you to that 
ITOW " ceaſes—But my 


hay 
place, where All 
huüſband- - She aid no more; but 
threw her Arms round his neck, and 
both mingled their tears to gether for 
ſome tire. She fighed forth, Beſt 


and moſt dear of men, let me thank 


vou, ſincerely thank you, for alt the 


marks of your tender eſteem. Be 


kind to my pretty babe; Oh! why 


ſhould 1 Fn be kind? 1 know. your | 
5 ; but my ſweet innocent; 
t her She ſtopt ſhort; but ſoon = 


went on, “ little expeſted all this pain 


at parting; this is dying; this is the 


bitterneſs of death My dear friends,” 


ſhe continued, addreſſing herſelf to all 
of us around her, accept my beſt 


acknowledgments for all your kind offi- 
ces to me; if you ever remember me 
when 1 am gone, remember, that my 
ſoul perfectly rejoiced in God's dealing 
with me; and that however the weaker 


paſſions of nature may proved, yet I 


ankful 
to. 


am 1 wholly reſigned to his will, t 
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to him for all; nay deſirous to quit this: 
world, that I may {ee my Saviour, the 
Lord of love, who gave his life for me, 
and in whoſe merits 1 joyfully truſt for 
ſalvation I am on the Penk of eternity, 
aud now ſee clearly the importance of it. 
Remember, oh remember, that every 
thing in time is inſignificant to the aw- 
full concerns of. Eternity, —ſhe! would 
have ſaid; bat her: ——.—4 failed; ſhe 
fainted a ſecond time; and when all our 
labours to recover her ſeemed juſt effec - 
tual, and ſhe appeared returning to life, 
2 deep ſob alarmed us and the lovely 
body was left untenanted by its nf 
inhabitant! . 144337 11 Ra fi 
Now SHE Is NUMBER'D | AMONG THE. 
CHILDREN. ox: Gop,. Ann 0 1 As 
AMONG. THE- DANES. W J gots 1s 
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He looks within, and fpuddirs at the e 
When t breat ning Death uplifts his 3 e 
With aubat impatience be applies io art, a 
Life, to prolong. amidſt, diſeaſe. and pains ! b © 
this, if after it no ſenſe remains . 
e he chuſe e theſe miſenies to endure, | 
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MON'GST the various ar 
ments of conſolation on the lo — 
our friends, that which is drawn from 
the pleaſing hope of a future meeting, 
in perfect faliety, doubtleſs is the moſt 
perſuaſive. Grieb ſubſides, and ſorrow 
ſoftens into a tenderly pleaſing remem- 
brance; when the ſoul is comforted: 
with the happy expectation of one day 
ſeeing again, —ſeeing never more to ſe- 
parate, t thoſe whom death hath reft from 


our 


92 REFLECTIONS 


our affectionate embraces, and removed 
a little before us to our Father's; houſe. 
The tranſporting nw, 7 ſuffers us no 
longer to lament our loſs; the flame of 
our friendſhip is ſtill kept alive; and the 
anxious fear of diſappointment on our 
parts becomes an active principle of 
obedience and duty. Seè in this view 
What we owe to our friends; and how 
careful we ſhould be ſo to paſs the ſhort 
time of our pilgrimage here, that when 
we depart, they may: have rational 
ground to believe, that our ſouls are with 
God; and that there they ſhall meet us 
in the fulneſs of bliſs. © © 
What a comfort was this to the parents 

and friends of the amiable Pl eHERIA; 

_ who, ſenſible of her conſtant attention 
to ſpiritual concerns, were well convin- 
ced that her change was from mortality 
to glory; and therefore reſigned her 
with cheerful. thankſgiving te God; 
wWeeping over her, it is true, but weep- 
ing only the tears of gentle affection: 
and living always with a comfortable 
reſpect to that happy hour, when again 
they ſhould meet, after melancholy ab- 
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ſence, when again they ſhould meet to 


be abſent no more! 


And ſhall it be? O 2 God of in- 


finite grace, ever ſtudious of thy orea- 
ture's felicity, various in thy bounties, 


and infinite in loving-kindneſs.—It muſt 
be ſo! for whatever conduces moſt to 
our bliſs, we have abundant evidence to 


conclude will be always thy decree !— 
It muſt be ſo: oh pleaſi "gs balmy hope! 
And once again, ye beſt- 


ſickneſs, and wearied with pain! I ſhall 
ſee you made like unto God; and ſaved 
from ſorrow, from ſin, and from: death 


Thou too, my LancasTER, lov'd friend 
of my youth, with whom ſo often I have 
roved along the banks of favoured Cam, 
and enjoyed all the ſweets of virtuous, 
unpolluted friendihi ip ; thou too'-ſhalt- 
rejoice my longing ſight ; for never haſt _ 
thou been wiped from the tables of my 


memory! {ſtill have I borne thee, as 2 


ſeal, upon my heart; my firſt, my dear- 


eſt, my intereſted: friend! Happy, 


| thrice. happy thou, — from this 


"7 bad 
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lov'd parents, 
ye tender ſohcitous guardians of my 
youth, once again ſhall I behold you 
but ah! not as once; not as wales with _ 
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our affectionate embraces, and removed 


a little before us to our Father's: houſe. 
The tranſporting thought ſuffers us no 
longer to lament our loſs; the flame of 
our friendſhip is ſtill kept alive; and the 
anxious fear of diſappointment on our 
parts becomes an active principle of 
obedience and duty. See in this view 


- What we owe to our friends; and how 


careful we ſhould be ſo to paſs the ſhort 


time of our pilgrimage here, that when 


we depart, they may have rational 


ground to believe, that our ſouls are with 


God; and that there they ſhall meet us 
in the fulncls Sr RR to 


| What a comfort was this to the parents 
and friends of the amiable PuLcHyER1A ; 


who, ſenſible of her conſtant attention 


to ſpiritual concerns, were well convin- 


ced that her change was from mortality 


to glory; and therefore reſigned her 


with cheerful. thankſgiving q to God 3 


weeping over her, it is true, but weep- 
ing only the tears of gentle affection: 
and living always with a comfortable 

reſpect to that happy hour, when again 


they ſhould meet, after melancholy ab- 


— ſence, 
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ſence, when again they ſhould meet to 
be abſent no more! 
And ſhall it be?-O chow God of in- 
finite grace, ever ſtudious of thy crea- 
ture's felicity, various in thy bounties, 
and infinite in loving-kindneſs.—It muſt 
be ſo! for whatever conduces moſt to 
our bliſs, we have abundant evidence to 
conclude will be always thy decree!— 
It muſt be ſo: oh aer "Ss balmy hope! 
And once. -again, ye beſt-lov'd parents, 
ye tender; ſolicitous - guardians of my 
youth, once again ſhall I behold you 
but ah! not as once; not as waſted with 
Aickneſs, and wearied with pain! I ſhall 
ſee you made like unto God; and ſaved 
from ſorrow, from ſin, and from death! 
Thou too, my LaxNxcAST ER, lov'd friend 
of my eee with whom ſo often I have 
roved along the banks of favoured Can, 
and enjoyed all the ſweets of virtuous, 
unpolluted friendſhi ip; thou too ſhalt 
rejoice my longing ſight; for never haſt _ 
thou been wiped from the tables of my 
memory! ſtill have I borne thee, as a 
ſeal, upon my heart; my firſt, my dear- 
eſt, my diſintereſted | friend Happy, 
thrice, happy thou, removed from er 
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meet? Alas, too well 1 know 


F 


and fatal deceits! Happy, thrice happy 


thou, offered, in virtuous innocence and 


yet unhackneyed in the ways of evil men, 


an unpolluted flower, an early and ſweet 


Hacrifice to heaven . And thall we 


# 3 


| 0 W Kno where 
reſts the only donbt But the bleft 


hope fthall animate my ſoul; ill, ſtill 


will I maintain the painful conflict. Aid 
me, oh 2 Redeemer, in the fight; 
and through thy merits give me vicłory; 
give 1 , ſpeedy uon with thyſelf, 
and F my triends! YOT..T10t 2b4a3is... 
But have we net Rving elend? And 
thall we in our regard for the dead, for- 


A 


heaven! Nor let it be fear 
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Was he formed for himfelf, or can he 
be dleſt in unſocial exiſtehce? Can he 
be contented=<(nay then let him relin- 
his claim to immortality) can he 
be contented -to tive without! the love, 
to die without the tribute of 
remembrance Can he be contented to 
live the defpiſer or his God, and to die 
the affliftion of his friends, who cam ne- 
ver think without horror of his future 
exiſtencel How then can they dry up 
their tears?” Oh wretched parents of the 
more wretched MIS L LA: my heart. 
bleeds for you: I Wonder not khat 100 | 
refuſe to be-comforted!” | 
Have we then any value for our 
friends ate they really dear to ws? do 
we wiſh' to remove every cauſe of an- 
guiſſi from their fouls, and to wipe off 
every tear of diſtreſs from their eyes 
let this be a motive to influence our 
conduct, and to render us active in the 
difcharge of every duty to God! and te 
them; that fo, when we are ſummoned 
to chat future andd important world, they 
may clofe our eyes with peaee, aud 
- with infelt ſatisfaction, © Farewell, oh, 
ENNIS beſt 0d friends 
Thy 


Thy life thy 1 * faith leave us 
no room to doubt of thy felicity! 
Thou art happy! We mourm only for 
ourſelves! Yet ſoon, very ſoon, we hope 
to meet thee hereafter.— Then farewell 
only for a while: we will ever bear thee 
an moſt faithfulremembrance; and tread- 
ing in the paths of thy virtues, will hope 
Jpeedily to receive thy rewardꝰ 
How deſirable to leave this world, thus 
lamented and beloved} Haw much bet- 
ter than to drag out a contemptible exiſ- 
tence through threeſcore and ten worth- 
leſs years, and at length to drop into the 
grave, and there to rot, without one long- 
ing with from one lamenting friend! 
The contraſt, perhaps, ma may ſtrike us: 
let us view it in Buse; whoſe fu- 
neral obſequies I ſaw lately performed, 
with all the pomp and vain parade 
of oſtentatious pride! Yet though car- 


ried to the ſilent tomb; With all this 


farce of ſhew, no eye dropt à tear, and 
no heart heaved a ſigh, when BugurLo 
ceaſed to breathe. F ull threeſcore years. 
and ten had BuzuLo encumbered; with 
his heavy load, this ſublunary world. 
And it en be difficult to point out 


\ 
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any works; of benevolence or religion, 
any works ef real worth or humanity, 
which. diſtinguiſſi theſe ſeventy yea 1 
Hud! of vile-pelt, the earth worm con- 
toilecl to add to his heap 3 and 
| though wealthy; and daily inereaſing in in 
wealth, could never prevail upon Him- 
ſelf to communicate to others, or to ſerve 
his neareſt relations, Vet ſmooth were 
his words, and fair were his promiſes: 
andowho, that knew him not, would have 
thought him other than an univerſal 
friend to mankind? The hours which 
were not conſecrated to gain, were con- 
ſecrated to the ſervice of his nice and 
enormous appetite, to devouring of 
Aeſb, and drinking of wine! He was, in 
this reſpect, a perfect animal: and Who 
that ſaw him at a city feaſt Nel thought 
him of a ſuperior order? His faculties 
were almoſt entirely 1 by this 
life of indulgence and glutton et, 
laden as he — he could 5 to 
ſcoff at Religion, to deny the being, and 
to deſpiſe the revelation of God What 
rational man will think this ſtrange? of 
He found a female willing to ſubmit to. 
thy RT his dominion : ſhe brought 
E him 


\ 


„ . REFLECTIONS 


him three children, and happily was 
ſoon freed from her captivity. The eld- 
eſt ſon continued a kind of ſuperior ſer- 
vant to him, till his death, which he 
- had long ãmpatiently wiſhed for, and 
heard of with joy. The younger, of a 
more ſprightly diſpoſition; unbiaſſed by 
principles, ruſhed headlong into the 
actice of all faſhionable vices, and be- 
ing unaſſiſted by his father, committed 
ſome actions, which obliged him to ſe- 
cure himſelf by a voluntary baniſhment 
into the Weſt- Indies. His daughter, 
cy. frequently aſked in marriage, 
could never prevail upon him to forward 
her happy ſettlement in life: he could 
not ſpare a fortune for her; ſhe conti- 
aued with him, therefore, in a ſtate of 
diſcontent, and added not much to his 
felicity by her filial duty, as he was ſo 
averſe to make any addition to her's by 
his parental regard. He ſaw his wi- 
dowed „ier, with many little orphans, 
ſurrounded with a variety of difliculties ; 
and perſuaded at length to undertake 
her affairs, embroiled them more and 
more; and in concluſion gave them up, 
becauſe his own buſineſs and concerns 
3 would 
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would not allow him. ſufficient time to 
attend them. 

| A dean een sg clans ned bim 
of eternity: he would not receive the 
warning: He dreaded death, vet would 
not prepare to die. The 2 aſſoci- 
ates at the tavern and the club ferſodk 
and forgot him: his ſervants attended 
but curſed; him: his children thought 
every day of his exiſtence too long: 
the few dependents, which his money 
occaſioned, ceaſed to regard him, and 
paid their reſpects to his ſon. BusuLa 
obſervedd it, and it grieved him to the 
ſoul. He ſent for more and more phy- 
ficians ; they wrote, ſhook. their heads, 

and tock their fees. All hope Was gone. 
The miniſter of the pariſh was ſent for. 
He found the almoſt lifeleſs wretch, 
weeping, and lying along the ground; 
for he would be removed from bed; had 
not ſtrength to ſupport himſelf, fell 
down, and in a few moments died, No- 
body wept, for nobody had caufe to 
Weep. The pride of the 725 gave him 
a pompous funcral—And he is forgot 5 
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Think not, oh reader, the character 
of BuguLo exaggerated! He lived; and 


alas, too much it is to be feared, there 


are many BusyL9's living, whoſe ex- 
ample ſhould inſpire, us with deteſta- 
tion of a life; which muſt certainly end 


i 4 K not ak ene 


2 © A Friend: of is writer of! theſe aces: 
tions is pleaſed to pblerve, 55 Theſe Reflections 


on Death pleaſe! me. much. But don't you 


carty thin $ ther too far, when y u fay (in 
your eigh ahi 11 „ z tis an ia blpentabie A 


duty to go to our /pariſh church?“ Was I to 


2 Lonnon, I ſhould rarely or ever go to 
my pariſh church, if bed 4 ffupid hum-drum 
1 T LoxG to live in Lok pon, that 1 

hear tiver men, Qt. —I difapprove as 
maſh as you can do, running after Methodiſt 


preachers and enthifH¹ν,qmꝙ but; ſhou pre · 
fer a. Sherlack, 5 e & b ee | 


Ji, OS: e vo 365; 


It is. a ne de n Und 
quote, they will not refer to the Work, and 
obſerve the words It is not ſaid beer e 
the place referred to, that *f it fis ap 


able, duty, &C. — The pnlgs of .the eee | 
| n 


not deliver his own ſentime that 
place ; he only ſays (ſee p. 84) that the lady 
whoſe character is given, Put cnzz ay) ef. 
cena; It thr her part), an ee 21. 
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It wala! $66 RIB Tons thenee; that the vi- 
rr f Nc es avon by hogs, ſo: though 
ing thus. calle 1 ook. 'Þ 2 of ene 


learnin „ (as þ end pat A 

now r ady to l that he 5960 Ahinks 
there can be but very few ede As to 
that of à SHERLOCK, it is too peculiar. to be 
drawn into example. — But what would this 
Gentleman tay of thoſe, who, looſe to all con- 
nections with their pariſh-miniſter, Se. would 
leave a SnRRLO R, nay and efteem bim a la 
preacher, avithoat unttion, &c, Oc. to hear a durcb. 
er, or a Weayer, A man without any er. ak. 
FO tas to his G. POM Wäg 118 2 
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a4 Her even in * Bums of my Sin: 

No Reckoning made, but. ſeſit to my Account, 
Vith all my Imperfe&ions on my Heal” 

0 borrible—0 E horrible? 

| | SHAKESPEARR-. || 
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[the be Fate of the church of Eng- 
land, we pray God to deliver us 
rom ſudden death ; that is, as her beſt 
divines have always explained it, and as 
reaſon clearly underſtands it, from a 
death. fudden and wunlooked for; from a 

e death 
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death inſtantaneous and unexpected; 
for which no proviſion has been made, 
whicly finds the ſoul utterly unprepared, 
and ſends the unhappy mortal to eter- 
nity, with all his imperfections on his 
head! A death like this is doubtleſs to be 
. eee more than the wide-waſtin g 
peſtilence, or the devouring ſword. 
On the other ſide, to the good Aan, 
to the ſoul conſcious of its frail depen- 
dence here, and properly careful to ſe- 
cure its intereſt in the world beyond the 
grave, a ſudden death is ſo far from an 
evil, that it appears rather a bleſſin 
and in this view hath been earneſtly with: 
ed by many men of exemplary- piety. 
Indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there is no 
ſuch. thing as ſudden death to us, "who, 
as foot as woe are born, begin to draw 
to our end; who breathe - this ſublu- 
nary air as temporary ſtrangers, exiſt- 
ing only awhile upon the bounty of Pro- 
dence;.angd. aſſured that the moment 
Will come ſhortly, may come inſtantly, 
when the Lord of life ſhall ſummon 
us into his tremendous preſence! And 
as ſuch is the condition of our being, 


we or properly call that ſtroke 2 
en, 
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den, to live in conſtant. expectation. of 
which is, our-higheſt wiſdom and duty. 
Submiſſion to the will of him who is as 
good as he is wiſe, is doubtleſs the 
beſt ſervice which ſuch impenfect crea- 
tures can pay in every particular; and 
therefore we ad moſt wiſely, when we 
ſubmit the determination of this point 
to the Father of mercies, and wait with 
reſignation either for the momentary 
i ir OJ te, or y the long and lingering trial, 
which diſmiſſeth us from the ſtage. of 
life. This care only ſhould be ours; 
well to act our parts; that the diſmiſ- 
ſion may be with a plaudit, with the ap- 
probation of our judge. 
Vet, yet, oh Father of unutterabſe 
love thou ſource of everlaſting good - 
neſs yet if the meaneſt of thy. crea- 
tures might be allowed to make his re- 
queſt if thou wouldſt deign to give 
him liberty of choice ſuffer him not, 
oh do not ſuffer him long to languiſh on 
the bed of feeble diſeaſe, or excruciating 
pain; nor yet ſnatch him hence, by an 
inſtantancous ſtroke, before he has look - 
_ ed his laſt farewell; and given the final 
affectionate adieu to all his. heart-ap- 
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| proved, this deareſt, tendereſt, and moſt 
valued friends! He will not call their 
kind attendance round His bed, the af-- 
flicting parade of Death: * He will re- 
oice, in their fympathetic tenderneſs; 
Me will ſtruggle to pour 7 1 — the des 
of ; conſolation and love; he will poin 
to the hope which upholds his ſoul, he | 
— pole: ſtar by which he ſteers; 5 and. 
by which he truſts, his deareſt friends 
ſhall ſteer into the Joyful harbour of 
eternal reſt! The hope, che Bur, the fun, 
Chriſt Feſus the conqueror of death, and 
the deſtruction of the grave?! 
Such was the petition of the beloved 
Cr heaven heard, and granted 
his prayer. This day he Balten the 
next ſummoned, and took. leave of his 
 triends; perfect in his ſenſes, he faw- 
Death approaching, and ſaw him wnap- 
palled! for he had led his life in conti: 
nual preparation for the awful event. 

On the evening of the third day he 
cloſed his eyes, and commended' his 
ſpirit to- God, who gave it; and al- 
moſt without a groan, exchar this 

mortal for an immortal ſtate! Ha 25 
ee 


| Vaanres—f6 let me die! or rather, 
me 
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me fay, 60 let me” live,” and Death 
cannot fail to be ble 
How d erent Was +; 45, aud ab: 
how different was the life of my " neigh-- 
hour AgricoLa ; whom oft, cho in vain, 
I have endeavoured to wean from the 
world, and to ew the deceit. and elu- ; 
fion of all earthly attachments! But a las, 
he would not bel eve! tere, icht, a. 
wealthy and laborious £ armer = TT} E474 
ſtrily ſpeaking, be {aid of Hee, th 
we up . early, „ and late took X and 5 5 
the bread of carefulneſs 75 te prevented 
the morning's dawn, and call Tic binds 
to the field, or ere the 1 ſun peeped 
over the mi y. mountains. The Hail, 
early. heard, feſbunding in his barn, 
awa tened the reſt of & e villa, e, and 
Was induſtry's ſummons to ariſe. His: 
ſhe herds Art drove their flocks-a-field;; 
and as the, bleating multitude poured. 
from their cotes,, AcxicoLa ſtood by, 
and beheld i ith ra ture the whiteneſs- | 
of their ele, eb the frength of his 
ſportive, lambs. The nei rhbouring mar- 
Kets ſaw Him always firſt to enter, and 
1 to leave. the n of e and 
I; 
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e : his ſamples. werealways rea: 
Were always beſt, in 
abe he purſued temporal things with 
unwearied a e and ac * a 
ligence: but for eternal things, AGRICQ 
neyer once heeded, never Once thou 
of them! What then? Did not — i 
coul believe in God, in Providence, in 
eternity? Oh yes, he believed Why BY, ch 
ee he had no. time agg of tos 
ings: 66 Hereafter was his Id; Pp 
will be ſoon enough hereaft! . What 
then? Did Acricoia forlake the Woke 
ly ſervices. of the Aren 15 wholl on 
relinquiſh. the worthip of God f. O 
by no means. AGRICOLA- never or very 
rarely was abſent from the divine 


Vice zeche generally invited, the, * 


of his, little N poor labor: 10Us. 
man, like himſelf, who rode With a 

haſte from pariſh to pariſh, and Ts d 
thres diſtant churches!) Us nerally 


invited him to à rega le, at, his zoulſe on 
tze ſabbath }, when. 4 94 time wonld al- 
low. the good man embraced it with 
thanktulneſs, they drank. together in 
friendly fort; and behold their co OPT 


”" /. "ao 


lation Was ore Yi the ven in the 
2 AGRI. 


* 


ON DEATH. 2 ; 


Aenicol A had ſagacity enough to diſ- 
cern this im Tropriety” n the conduct of 
the man of God. | His' Refor's rare ap- 
pearance in the village, and ready ac. 
ceptance of his tithes, gave him alſo ng 

very favourable” idea of religion. He 
judged theſe men Yerwants of the Lord 
for the wages of the world; and ap- 
prehended'a l religion to be lucrative and 


earthly.” He was deſirous to believe it 


ſuch; hence in the ale-houſe, at tlie 
mark ts, and in i the little club of his v 


lage. nei he frequentiy delivered 7 
his ſentiments with freedom; and God 
and his prieſts were treated with no great | 


reſpect. ; 
Accor continued this courſe of 
life for ſome years; only as his money 
increaſed, ſo increaſed his heart's at- 
tachthent to it; and (as the world-was 
fond to ſay) his regard to probity di- 
miniſhed as his profeflions were mu 
tiplied“ The ' widows and the poor 
complained of his rapacity and extor- 
tion; the fields ſpoke his covetouſneſs; 
for he encroached upon his neighbours 
lands, and the ancient boundaries were 
A N The markets were 
| E & HP -< a 
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m to be foreſtanled, ald His ine: 
became the ſomet 3 op reſſton to 
wi 


to ſtand x 


poorer farmer: 


75 e wi 
and beheld with a malevolent eye the 


Rocks, the has” and che crops of 
forty, roud, und in- 


ve hand importance, and a wretched 


F ; Tight to 1 over his inferior neigh- 


bours, My connections with him af- 
forded me op pportunrty often to remon- | 

ard and promiſed 
fair: he heard more frequently with 


impatience, and would have ſpoken his 


diflltke, if worldly motives Had not com- 
0 him to ſilence. 

H py had it been for him if be bad 
regarded, and been wiſe. Hap- 
oy for ki if he had truſted leſs to that 
e hereafter,” which never came! For, 


as laſt ſummer he attended his reapers 


in the field, ſuddenly the heavens. grew 
black with clouds: ; the ſun 3 Bs 
light; the air ſeemed to ſtagnate wit 
intolerable fervour; the lightning flaſhed 
with unremitting fury; vaſt peals of 
thunder burſt fearfully round; there 
was no place to fly unto; they were 
expoſed 


/ 
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expoſed to all the terrors of the ſtorm. 

A aghaſt— when behold,. 
the thunderbolt of Omnipotence (a ſheet 
of living flame diſcloſin itſelf over his 


head) in a moment ſtruck him a black 


1 _ 2 to che ground! __ 

Oh berrible! moſt horrible. thus to 

be Leut to our 18 55 account! And ſhall 
not the deat 'of AGRICOLA: inſtruct ,us? 


O many. after, ſuch, an ad- 


Wilt chop, 
i Aang. ) perſevere, in fanget ung of 
duty andattachment to the wo: —Then 
8 0 ly, chou can ſt ſecure th be from 
Table. an cnd !—No-. t u can'ſt 
not: thou. ean' I not promiſe to thyſelf 
one future moment! Death lies concealed” 


| 8 . e le We, tread ; and his ſtroke 


will ever b ſudden and dreadful; in pro- 
portion to the degree of our,forgetfulneſs 
of that "ng Le, an ain to che 
world. 1:13 163.79 TELL 1 A 
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"Tx gives le * hor 6 theſe RefleBions £ 
fingular pleaſure to have the appro- 
dation of a lik ſo juſtly admired for 
her good taſte as lady . He eſteems 
it à particular favour that the conde- 
fende to make a requeſt to him, Which 
he moſt readily grants, as aſſured, that 
the letter which ſhe deſires him to ad- 
mit, will not only be pleaſing, but 
Hi ghly inſtructive to his ſerious readers: 
The death of Mr. Nasn drew. her 
thoughts to it, and therefore ſhe is pleaſe, 
ed to inform me, ſhe copied it out, for 
the benefit of the public: it was ſent bß 
a perſon of known worth and piety: fans 
years lince to that en of ed 2 what 
effect it had, his future life, li 

but & too r . a 771 28 . 
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* Rrenand » Naam, fy at 7 Bath, 


81 R, oops RO ON 


AIS comes f rom n your fineers fend 
and one that has your beſt intereft 
= at. heart: it comes on à deſign 
altoget important, and of no leſs con- 
ſequence than your everlaſting happi- 
neſs; fo that X DAY; juſtly challenge 


your careful It is not to up- 
braid Or pes pros leſs.ts triumph 
and inſult over miſconduct: no; 


it is pure beneyolence, it is diſintereſted 
N prompts me to write; ſo that 
hope I ſhall not raiſe your reſentment. 
However, be the flue what it will, 1 
cannot bear to ſee you walk in the paths 
whieh lead to Jah without warning 
you of your danger, without. ſounding in 
your ears the awful admonition, Re. 
turn and live:—for why will ou die? 
TI beg of you to. conſider whether you do 
not, in. tome meaſure, reſemble thoſe 
unhappy children of EL1, whom, though 
they were famous in their generation, 
and men of renown, yet vengeance ſuf- 
= not to live. For my part, I map 
ſafely 
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an nie G ene be oli” 

Prieſt:— . Why: de you #ach — 

for I hear ef your evil dealings 

2 N Nay, my. 7 me 

report 1 he: SET 


Lord | peibple to. fag, e 
long obſtryed and pitied you; And a 
weft melanchely ſpetacle I lat: be 
eld, made me tefolve. to caution you, 
leſt you! alfo dome into the! ſamo con 
defonation. © F 
I was not long: Aloe called 40 Vit 2 
pobr gentleman, ere While of the moſt 
rebalt b body, and of the gay eſt temper 
Fever knew. But When I vitited him, 
eh how was the glory depatrted from 
him! I found him no more that ſprite- 
i and vivaciotis ſon of joy, which he 
wed to be; but languiſhing, pining 
_ away, and witherin gunderthe' chaſtiſing 
hand of God. Ag! 'Iimbs - feeble and 


FI, 


8 trembling z his conntenance fortorn' and 


(ghaſtly; And“ the Httie breath he pad 
Jeft; ſob out an ſorrowful fighs icing 

Body ha apace to che du c 
Jlouge in abe Ke rave, the Jane of | 
pry ef and” defolat © Hinds His foul juſt. 
Being to Gon ber; gave itz ee 
* 18 it > 


far 1 end 


other things,” that holy Religion wh 
he Had formerly ſo ſhghtly eſteemed 


, e ht Gon {hg 


— 
- 


ON DEATH. _.- 
kelf t to wing away unto its iong home; 


to enter upon an unchangeable and eter- 
nal ſtate. When 1 Was come up into 
e had' ſeated myſelf on 


bed” he Bi eaſt a mo witfur look 


| oa and then began eee 45 he 
8 to peak O that I had: 
been wiſe, that I had known thisy that 
F Hed" onfidered my latter end. AE. 


Mr. , Death is knocking at my 


d « In a few hours more I hall dra 


my laſt gaſp; and then judgment, the 
tremen oe dg wb 2 n . 


When T mentioned, among ma 
Re 


bey 
with all my eſtate; large as ix is, or 


4 (with » haſty eagerneſs) O 
gion is the only thing Tnow long 
1 e not words to en how 


world; to have lived in the practice of it. 
Now my benighted eyes are enlightened, 
1 ee the things that are excel 


lent. is there i in the place whither- 


| - the . of his Coming | 


T value it. 1 would gladty part 


Lam. 
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Lam going, but God? or what is there 
to be delired, on earth but Religion ??— 
But if this God ſhould: reſtore! you ito 
health, ſaid I, think you that you thould- 
alter your fol men courſal % J call heaven 
and earth to witneſs, ſaid he, Iwould.la- 
bour for holineſs as I ſhall ſoon; labour 
for life. As for riches and pleaſures, 
and the applauſes of. men, I, aceount 
them as droſs and dung, no more to my 
happineſs than the feathers that lie on 
the floor. Oh if the righteous Jud 
would try me once more; if he WO 
but reprieve and ſpare me a little — 4 hy: 
—in what a; ſpirit would, I ſpend the re- 
mainder of my days! I would know: 
no other buſineſs, aim at no other 
end, than perfecting myſelf in holineſs. 
| Whatever contributed to that; every 
means of grace; every opportunity of 
ſpiritual improvement, ſhould be deaxer. 
to me than ten thouſands of gold and 
filver,—But alas, why do I amuſe myſelf 
with fond imagination. The. beſt reſo· 
lutions are now inſignificant, becauſe. 
they are too late. The day in Which I 
ſhould have worked is over and gone, 
1 eb. horrible night approach- 


ing. 
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, bringi ng with it the Abet of 
dankee ever. Heretofore (wo is 
me)) when God called, I refuſed; i when 
he invited, I'was ne of them that made 
excuſe. Nö, therefore, I receive the 
reward of m my deeds; ' fearfulneſs: and 
_ trembling are come upon me: I ſmart, 
I am in ſore anguiſh already; and yet 
this is but the beginning of ſorrows! 


It doth not yet appear what I ſhall be — 


but ſure T ſhall be ruined, undone, 
dgltrayed! with an wee Ane 
tion,? 

This ad ſcene 1 [T0 with my eyes: 
theſs words, and many more equally; af. 
fecting, I heard with my ears; and ſoon 
after attended the unhappy gentleman. to 
his tomb. The poor breathleſs ſkeleton 


ſpoke in ſuch an accent, and with. fo 


much earneſtneſs, that I could not eaſilx 


forget him or his words. And as I was 


muſing upon this ſorrowful ſubject, I re- 


membered Mr. N—s x ;—1 remembered 


you, 'Sir—for I diſcerned too near an 
agreement and correſpondence between 


yourſelf and the deceaſed. They are 


alike, ſaid I, in their ways, and what mall 


N them: from being alike in the 
ee "ll 
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83 th The courſe of their actions was 
wy. full of fin and folly, and why 
not the period of them be equally 

Fine of horror by diſtreſs? Tam'g 00 
yy afraid for the furvivor, leſt as * Mes 

e life, ſo he ſhould die the death of this 
wretched man, and his latter end ſhould 
be Ike his: 

For this cauſe, Hhieiefore, 1 bats my 
pen to adviſe—to admoniſh-—nay; to re- 
_ queſt; of you. to, repent” ar Figs ou ore 
opportunity, if haply you may fin find 
and n Brin l au an me 

ie; yet a little while and' oft 
45 lage a0 you go down wil R ee 
efpair to the grave, rather than de- 

pre peace, and with hopes full of in- 


Nut BY, Aug tell you, Sir, with the ut- 
moſt freedom, that your preſent beha- 
2 77 is' not the way to reconcile your- 
| ſelf to God. 'You are ſo fat from mak- 
ing atonement to offended juſtice, that 
| 1 . at aggravating the future account 

up an increaſe of, wrath 
Taping day of wrath. Fo or what ſay 

E ee thole books, which, at, 
the conſummation of all ching „ Ke an- 
tient 
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ed! What ſay thoſe. 
Arad: volumes? abe teſfitx and er 
clare to every; ſoul of man, 7 
liveth in e 1 dead while he 1 70 He 
So: that whil Jon roll on in a continued 
circle of Tale delights and vain enter- 
tainments, you are dead to all the pur- 
poſes of Piety and Virtue. Think, Sir, 
I conjure. you, think upon this, if you. 
Fe e anelination to Teer A fire 


* 


| | ling, 
| inceſſant, ade of 99 Sure you. 
would Burt, be certain that will never 


be done by amuſements, which at the 
beſt are trifling and eren 157 3 


for that, if for no other reaſon, foo 


and ſinful. It is by ſeriouſneſs; n 


retirement and ſelf· application you m 

accompliſſi this great and deſirable de- 
liverance-: Vou muſt not appear at the 
head of every filly diverſion, but enter 


your cloſet, and ſhut the door; | 


ee your own heart, and 


ſearch. out Jar ſpirit. The pride of 


50 : 3 life, 
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bfe, and all ſuperfluity of nayghtinels 
muß be put away. Vou muſt make haſte, 
and delay not the time to keep (and with 
your might too) all God's holyromitand- 
ments. Alwafis remembering, that migh- 
ty ſinners muſt be mighty Fenbeat or | 
elſe be mightily: tormentedG. 
Tourexample, and our project, have 
been extremely prejudicial, Iwiſh could 
not ſay Fatal and de eRrudtroe;'to'rriany e 
for this there is no amends but an alter - 
ation of you conduct, as ſignal and re 
markable as your r perfon and h¹e h r 
If you do not by this methodiremedy 
in ſome degree the evils which you 
have ſent abroad, and prevent the miſ- 
chievous conſequences which may enſue, 
——wretched will you be, yea wretched 
above men, to eternity. The blobd of 
ſouls will be laid to your charge God's 
jealouſy, like a conſuming flame, will 
ſmoke againſt you; as you yourſelf. Will 
ſee in that day, when the mountains ſhall 
quake, and the hills melt, and the _ 
be burnt up at his prefence. Gl 
Once more then, I exhort aig? as - 
friend; I beſeech you as a brother; 1 
char rge you as a meſſenger from the great 


| 7 
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God, in his. on moſt ſolemn words: Cafe 


away from qui (your tranſgreſſueng ; male 


you a new' heart. and a neu ſpirit; ſo ini- 


| grip ſeal os be your: ruin. 11 ane Na 
| vou may be diſpoſed to con- 


temn chte eee its Krise purpoſe; or 


to recommend i it to aur companions as 


a fit Cul for raillery.— But let me tell 
you echand, that for this, as well as 
for n things, God will bring you 
into judgment. He ſees me now I write: 
he will. obſerve you when you read. 
He notes down my words in his book; 


he will alſo note down your conſequent 


procedure. So that, not upon me, but 
upon ur enn ſelf will the neglecting 


or enen my friendly admonitions 
turn. thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be 
wile: for thyſelf; if thou icornclt, thou 


alone ſhalt bear it.“ 


With hearty good wiſhes for your ; 
welfare, I remain, Sir, your ee 


n e TER. q 


| * * The Writer of the Relei en | 


himſelf obliged to retain this letter (which 
however, he has taken the liberty to correct 
in a few places) not only out of reſpe& to the 


Lach WhO - communicated it, but becauſe: it 
8 . was 


— Hee DI ATEES I,” 


r 
— . 


= 


S — 1 — == — 0 3 — ns *— > DCISO II —_— 
6 by - 0 \ e — 
, n — 1 + ts, roberts — 409% et ab n 
. . og Cn d es 5 „ er 
* 
— n 
9 : L 


Er K 


ee I —— ns r „²˖; — 


93 . 


— 22 
l 
das 
* 


ER I 


7 


PING 
2 


— —ö 443 A KKK —— 5 
N : c 41 
* a * "Y 4 . A x 


#20 REFLECTIONS 


was ) publithed in the Chriftian's Magazine, in 


the regular courſe of the Reflections.—.—He 
finds it too in a life of Mr, NAs u, lately 


publiſned, and was therefore the rather in- 


.clined to retain it, as that biographer ſeems to 
FE eee ie Oe ONS 
life of utter diſſip PO Which certainly me- 
d the ſevereſt fer tures. No man living 
can have an higher regard for (benevolence 


and humanity than the writer of theſe lines; 


but 9 benevolence — the _ of; a 
much higher nature than that to th body ; 
abd would. be far pa ngg ws thoſe .who are. 

treading the | inſidious paths of pleaſure. with 
too eager delight, into delufive and dangerous 


opinions, as if tenderneſs of heart, and acts 


of charity could atone for every other defi- 
ciency. Diſſipated and fond of pleaſure as 
we are, little need is there to encourage men 
in ſo falſe 'a purſuit. It is thoped, therefore, 
that the writer of Nasn's life (who he is, 


JI know) not) in a future edition, will ſtrike 


out that offenſive and hurtful paſſage, which 
every ſincere chriſtian maſt diſapprove, where- 


in, he aſſerts, That there was nothing cri- 


minal in his (NAs n's) conduct: that he was a 


harmleſs creature, whoſe gone vice vas wanity - 


——and that ſcarce a fingle action of his life, ex- 
cept one, deſerves the aſperity of reproach.” —— 
And this is ſaid of a man, who, with a heart 
of exquiſite - humanity, +, and which might 


have been moulded into the nobleft form, — 


was yet, through life, a gameſter profeſt, and 
an encourager of illicit gaming! a follower 
of pleature all his days, and a perpetual difli- 


pater 1 


— 
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pater !—and whoſe eonverfigot wis made up of 


trifling, of falſhood, and of immordlity. 

In matters which concern the ſouls of men let 
vs be eſpecially careful; for fatal, indeed, may it 
be to betray them into Wrong opinions. In 4 

1 we will unite Wepper Mr. Nas; d 
will readily join his panegyriſts,—we will, he 

thankful 10 0 for the improvementb he has made 


at Bath," by his means the moſt elegant and pleaſ- 


ing of all public places; ; and we will be thankful 
to the editor of his life, for the amuſement and 


ſatisfactien we have rebeived from ſo BET wrote | 
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"CHAPTER. xl. 


So aj the live, till like ripe ir thou 20 

Into thy mother”: lap, or be with eaſe 

Gather'd, not barſhly pluck*d, for death mature. 
This is old age; but then thou muff aur li we | 
T. youth, thy frrength, thy beauty, which. al change 
Lo wither d, 5 ops and grey; thy Jenſes then 


Obtuſe, all taſte of pleaſure nu forego, 
To what thou haſt : aud for the air of yu” 


Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign | 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry... . 
To weigh thy ſpirits dow wn ; and loft conſume” 8 
_ The balm of health. 00 L rox. 


N our two foregoing chapters we have 
1 two very different and alarming cha- 
racters before us; each ſufficient to ſhew 
us the vanity of this life, and to awaken 
in our ſouls an earneſt attention to future 
concerns. The one cut off by a ſud- 
den blaſt from heaven in the full bloom 
of days, and the vigour of health: the 
other Aragging through a length of 
weary years a feeble exiſtence*, to“ the 


laſt ſcene of all, 


* Mr, Nat died at Bath in February 1761, 
aged 88. The man was ſunk long before, as 
one expreſſes it (ſee the Public Ledger, No. 365) 
in the weakneſs and infirmities of exhauſted 
and | | 
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Which ends our ſtrange, eventſul hiſtor , 
To ſecond childiſhneſs and mere oblivion, 
Sant teeth, ſans eyes, ſans taſte, ſans every thing. 


Old age is.honoutable, and hath its ad- 


vantages. But might I preſume, oh! 


thou Almighty and All-wiſe, ſhort- ſight- 
ed as I am, and incapable at the belt to 
diſtinguiſh my real good or evil, might 
I preſume to judge, or to alk any thing 
of thee reſpe ing my future ſtate in this 
poor paſſing world, I would humbly ſay, 
<< -Suffer me not to bear the load of life 
when every faculty is benumb'd; when 
every power of enjoyment is paſt ,, 
when oblivion darkens the memory, and 
all the ſenſes ſeem wearied and ſealed 
up ; when the power of being uſeful to 
mankind 1s'totally removed, nay, when 
the power of pleaſing is no more, and 
we become x burden even to our neareſt 
friends.“ „ 14 5 

See the trembling, palſied Hassan! 


unable to mbve; ſcarce able to utter 


intelligible ſounds ; weak in his ſight; 
imperfect .in . hearing; oppreſt with 


pains; forgotten by all the world; for- 


* 


F 2 | ſaken 
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ſaken by all; and attended only by a di- 
ſtant relation, whom intereſt keeps with 
him, impatient for his departure, and 


anxious to poſſeſs his Wealth. Yet 


though thus miſerable, ile, forſa- 


ken, 1591 5 HAS 8 4 N loves the 
World; 

| riss from his embraces; deteſts the 

thoughts of death; and thinks and talks 


clings faſter to 20 the more it 


of by 6 4 85 with ſatisfaction, but the BY 
luſive mammon of Ne . 

what an old age 1s this! How wret oo 
an iſſue. of a long uſeleſs. life! Four- 


| ſcore years have been paſſed to no end, 


but the procuring of wealth. Four- 
ſcore years are over; the wealth is pro- 


cured; the man is . to die; and 


he bath veFber, child nor friend to inhe- 
rit it! He bath no power to enjoy it; he 


is dead while he liveth: yet his affections 


are placed - not on u above 


but — ah, fad reverſe on things be- 


low. Can the world produce an chen 
more pitiable or more contemptible 
HassAN ? 

Vigorous od Age, the winter of an 
uſeful, virtuous lite, is as much to be 
Zeſired, as the contrary is to be e 

| cated. 


* 
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cated. _ Crowned with victory over the 
inferior paſſions, girt round with uſeful 
and experimental knowledge, leaning on 
the ſtaff of prudence, courage &, and re- | 
ſolution, the old man becomes a blefling 


to ſociety 3 we riſe up to him with reve- 
"rence, and rejoice to do him honour. - 
Such is the hoary Sorhxon; we be- 
hold him with a degree of awe and ve- 
neration; we conſult him with con- 


fidence; and to follow his advice is to 


act wiſely. and conſiſtently, SornROo 
filled a very buſy ſphere 'of life, and 
maintained a high reputation for inte- 


grity, prudence, and picry; He retreat- 
SE on e 


- - 
* a PP r 1 a. ah. woah. th. nm 0 I * EO ER 


* 


in an old plain man in the country: ſome thieves 


broke into his ſolitary dwelling, taking advantage 
of the abſence of his family; and finding him ſit- 
ting alone by his fire ſide, they fell violently 
upon him: when one of them fixing his dagger 


to the old man's heart, ſwore that he would pre- 
ſently kill him, if he did not inſtantly deliver to 
them that money which they knew he had lately 
received. The old man, looking boldly into the 
face of the villain, replied with an undaunted 
courage ; *©© Nay, if I were killed by th:e I have 
lived long enough; but I tell. thee, ſon, unleſs 


thou mend thy manners, thou wilt never live to 


ſee half my days.” 
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** Biſhop HALL gives us an inſtanee of courage 
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ed in proper ſeaſon from the ſtage, and 


now dedicates his time to the great bu- 


ſineſs of ſelf-recollection. Yet is he no 


abſolute hermit nor recluſe ; nor dees he 


ſo live to himſelf as to forget the con- 
cerns of others; mild and affable, he 
delights in the converſation of his friends, 
and pleaſingly inſtructs, while ſearce 
ſeeming to inſtruct; benevolent and hu- 
mane, he liſtens to the voice of afflic- 
tion, and is always the ready friend of 
the poor and the oppreſſed. Happy So- 
PHRON | he has not lived in vain; his 
youth was active; his old age is health- 
ful, placid, and peaceable. Reſigned 
to the Sovereign Diſpoſer's will, he waits 


contentedly for his approaching change, 


and looks with joy to his journey's end; 
looks with joy to that harbour, where- 
in his weather-beaten veſſel muſt ſhortly 
caſt anchor! when his youth ſhall be re- 
newed as the eagle's, and he ſhall hve 
with God in perfect fruition for ever. 

If men will not look forward, nor 


prepare for eternity, we cannot expect 


they ſhould prepare for old age; but 


iurely, if we with or deſire to live ODE, 
and it is to be feared this is too much 


the 


— 
Pa. AAA jo 1 7 PR. — e pag” » ST, S 1 
- 4 , ; " l N i ET * „3 l 


the wiſh of human hearts—we ſhould: 
endeavour to provide for the winter of 
life, by laying up ſuch a ſtore of true 
wiſdom and health, as may render the 
cloſe comfortable; or at leaſt ſoften the 
many unavoidable difficulties of age. 
Intemperance will for the general pre- 
vent our long continuance here below *; 
it will certainly treaſure for us many 
pains and evils, if we are allowed a 
longer exiſtence: vice and n 
will render our old age deſpicable to 
others and afflicting to ourſelves; and 
make us the more uneaſy to quit the 
ſtage of life, as we draw nearer the dire 


neceſſity. So that the grand rule to at- | 


tain a happy old age, as well as a happy 
death, is to“ live well ;”” is to live, as 
becometh. thoſe who bear the ſolemn 
1+ abr; F * 0 74 wa name 


* 1 — 1 - + 1 ** 


Fs + * a 


* Old Pe the faithful ſervant in Shaker, „ 


ſpeaks thus: 


Tho' IL took old, yet I am tron and lafly, 
For in my youth I never did appl 

Hot and rebellious liquors in my Blood! ; 
Nor did I with unbaſhful forehead woo- 
The means of weakneſs and debility: 
'Fherefore my a a is as a luſty winter, 


, 3 but kindly.— 


ON DEATH. 127 


, 
4 
” . 1 > ; 
7 * „ 1 x ' . — KKK ͤ -- ES 
* n n R ; > Cor rg SET 1 7 
">" 3 e. 2 "7 * =, . N as d s * N * , het m A - 
s 


— Le err Sg 
— . ͤ—w̃Q Ü 


—ͤ——ä— — — 


d 


2 = obs; A 
> i 2 — 8 
n — = — 

—ͤ—— j —— — 2 


— 
* 


128. REFLECTI oN 8 


name of Chriftians,” and e the ſa- 
b b Unoertain as is the tenure of — 
life, this rule one would conceive 
ſhould be univerſally- regarded. For 
how few, how very few of the myriads 
. of mortals, who. tread this faithleſs 
earth, arrive at old age, or fee the 
preſent boundary of human life, the 
ſeventieth year ! What numbers before 
that age are conſigned to a ſtate eternal 
and unalterable! alarming thought! 
And canſt thou, oh reader, promiſe thy- 
ſelf this length of days! Knoweſt thou 
how long thy line ſhall, run? knoweſt 
thou, when the mighty Maſter ſhall call, 
and thou muſt appear before his impar- 
tial tribunal ? Alas, human fate is man- 
tled in thick darkneſs! But eternity 
who, like AcgIcoLa, would be utterly 
unprepared, ſince the call may come in- 
ſantly ; and then Oe terrible the con- 
ſequences? 
But: A6rIcoLa's fate was os. 
So thought his ' neighbour Haus- 


_ TuLUs. - He ſaw the ſinged | corpſe 
of AGRIcoLa borne from the field; 
ſhook his head, declared the ſtroke a 


judg- 
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judgment from heaven, and enlarged 


greatly on the demerits of the deceaſed; 


—Yet he forgot himſelf, HavsTuLus 


was the pride of the village where he 


lived: young, healthful; robuſt: the 


maidens beheld him with, pleaſure ; the 
young men heard of his perfections 
with envy. A lively good-nature re- 


* 


commended him univerſally; and re- 


lying on the ſtrength of his conſtitution, 
he was the firſt and laſt at every merri- 


ment, at every wake, at every ſcene of 


rural pleaſantry and joy. Drinking too 


deep at one of thefe, and ſtaying too 


late from home, he caught a cold; 
violent fever enſued : he became deli. 


rious; all hopes in a few days were 
loſt; and he, who had never employed 
one ferious' hour about his foul, thus 
plunged—a hapleſs improvident into 
2: ſtate everlaſting :—Was his fate pe- 
culiar? was Hie Jeath ſudden *—* Tis a 
death; tis a fate every day exempliſied. 
And would you chooſe to ſhare ſuch 
a fate; to die ſuch a death? - Surely 
no: then be careful not to lead ſuch a 
life; For there are innumerable out- 


lets from this preſent ſcene: lightnings 
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and fevers are not the only inſtruments 
in the hand of God: the meaneſt and 
moſt inconſiderable agent is all-ſufficient 
with him to ſtop the throbbing heart, 
and to draw the veil of death over the 
| coun 8 A 


* 


- o >” 


** 


CHAPTER XII. 


Wae then apart (if wee apart can he 

From mortal man) and fortune at our nod; 
The gay, rich, great, triumphant, and auguſt, 

Ii hat are they? the moſt happy (frange to fay 7 
Convince me moſt of human miſery. YOUNG» 


JHOUGH Death levels all diſtinc- 
tions, and pays no more deference 
to the Crown, - than to the unnoticed. 
head of the meaneſt peaſant; yet the 
great ſeem willing to preſerve, even in 
death, that diſtinction which they have 
ſhared in life; and therefore 'refufe to 
mix their focial duſt with common and 
inferior clay, There may be a propriety | 
in this; ſubordination is abſolutely necet- 
fary : and it may be decent, that they 
who have been elevated in life, ſhould at 
the * of i ty ſtill E up their due dig- 
nity. 


nity. But this will not prevent us from 


_ meditating in the vault of the Nobles ; 
where ſurely we ſhall find ampler matter 


for contemplation. 


By the ſide of the church, here 
firſt I was led into theſe Refteftions, ſuch 


a vault is found. Let me deſcend into 
the ſolemn and facred receſs! How 
awful! as I tread ſlowly down the ſtone 


ſteps, which lead into-it, a melancholy 


murmur ſeems to echo through the ſi- 
lent manſion; the moon juſt throws in 
a faint light, ſufficient for me to diſcern 
the contents (though indeed no ſtran- 
ger to them) and all my ſoul thrills 
with anxious horror 


them to appear to us, ſurely it would 
be moſt delightful and moſt acceptable 
to view them, and to hear from them 


ſome of the wonders of that world, —— 


which is at once fo intereſting,” and ſos 
much unknown! K ö 
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Whence this 
ſtrange and uncommon dread upon us, 
when converſing with the deceaſed? 
Helpleſs duſt and aſhes as they are, we 
know they cannot harm or injure us. 
Nay, and. were it poflible for any of 
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But ah{-no notices they give, 

Mor tell us where, or how they live ; 

Though conſcious while with us below !- 
Hou much themſelves deſired to know ! 

As if bound up by folemn fate 
72 keep this ſecret of Their ſlate; 

To tell their joys or pains to none, 

Dat man might live by faith alone. 


Oh, come hither, ye ſons of ambition, 
ye. children of pride! deſcend à while 
from the lofty ſummit whereon you 
ſtand, and look diſdain on all beneath 
you: oh come, and paſs a few ſilent mi- 
nutes with me in this lonely vault, which 
beaſts the moſt noble inhabitants; and 
elevation will no more dwell in your 
eye, or vanity rife in your hearts. 

Here are the great and the gay ; the 
young and the brilliant; the honour- 
able and the lovely, placed in no mean 
order or elegance together. Their cof- 
fins are decorated with velvet and with 
ſilver; but ah! their contents are only 
like vulgar duſt.— There lies the noble 
ALTAMONT: no wonder the remem- 
brance of him firſt ſtrikes every ſoul 
which deſcends into this vault, and was 
no ſtranger to his character. An able 
5 33; ( 


writer * hath given us a ariking account 
of his laſt moments: let us firſt. recol- 
lect this, and then make our reflections 
upon it. 
« I am about to repreſent to you, fays 
be, the laſt hours of a perſon of high 
birth and high ſpirit; of great parts, and 


/trong paſſions, every way accompliſhed, not 


leaſt in iniquity. . His unkind treatment 


was the death of a moſt amiable wife; 


and his great EXtNSVBgANCE, in cio 
diſinherited his only child. 

The ſad evening 133 the death of 

that noble youth, I was with him. No 
one was there, but his phyſician, and an 
intimate whom he loved, and whom he 
had ruined. At wy coming in, he 
ſaid; 
66 You, and the phyſician, are come 
too late.—T have neither life nor hope. 
You both aim at miracles. You would 
raiſe the dead.” 

Heaven, I ſaid, was iid. 

Or. could not have been thus guil- 


poo What has it not done te bleſs and 


to fave me =] have been too ſtrong 
Nen 2 2937 for 


* 


. 17 Dr. Young, in his Centaur not Fabulous. 
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for » Omnipotence! I have plucked down 


ruiu.“ 
J faid, the bleſſed Ratbetien. | 
& Hold! hold! you wound me! That 
is the rock on which 1 ſplit.— denied 


his name.“ 


Refuſing to hear any thing from me, 


or to take any thing from the phyſician, 


he lay ſilent, as far as ſudden darts of 
pain would permit, till the clock ſtruck; 


then with vehemence, 


« Oh time! time! It is fit thou 


ſhould'ſt thus ſtrike thy murderer to the 


heart. How art thou fled for ever 


A month!—Oh for a ſingle week! 1 L afk 


I 


not for years; though an age were too 
little for the much ! þa ve to do.“ 

On my ſaying we could not do too 
much; that heaven was a bleſſed place— ; 

So much the worſe. Tis loſt! *Tis 
loſt!—Heaven to me is the ſevereſt Part 
of hell! 

Soon after I propoſed prayer. 

« Pray you that can; I never prayed; 
J cannot pray.——Nor need I. Is not 
heaven oa my fide already? It cloſes with 
my conſcience. Its {ey ereſt e, but | 
Jecone wy OWN.”? 


"His | 
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His friend being much touched even 
to tears, at this (who could forbear? 1 


could not) with a moſt affectionate look, 
he ſaid; 


0e Keep thoſe tears for thyſelf. I have 


undone thee. Doſt weep for me? That's 
cruel. © What can pain me more?” 

Here his friend, too much affected, 
would have left him. 


( No, ſtay. Thou ſtill mayꝰſt hope ; 5 | 


therefore hear me. How madly have 


I talked? How madly haſt thou liftened | 
and believed? But look on my preſent ©. 
ſtate, as a full anſwer to thee, and to 
myſelf. This body is all weakneſs and 


pain; but my ſoul, as if ſtung up by 
torment to greater ſtrength and ſpirit, 
is full powerful to reaſon; full mighty 
to ſuffer. And that, which thus tri- 
umphs within the j Jaws of mortality, is, 
doubtleſs, immortal. And as for a deity, 


nothing leſs than an Almighty could in- 


flict what I feel.” 


I was about to conirtinage this paſ- | 


five involuntary confeflor, on his aflert- 
ing the two prime articles of his creed, 

extorted by the rack of nature; when 
| he vous very paſſionately, HE -4:7 
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= No, no! let me ſpeak on. L have 


not long to ſpeak My mach injured 
friend! m ＋ ſoul, as my body, lies in 


ruins; in 


attered 0 of broken 
ht. Remorſe for the paſt, throws 

my thought on the future. Worſe 
Areas of the future, ſtrikes it back on 


the paſt. I turn and turn, and find no 


ray.—Didſt thou feel half the mountain 
that is on me, thou would'ſt ſtruggle 
with the martyr for his ſtake; and bleſs 
heaven for the flames That is not an 


_ everlaſting flame; that Is not an un- 


an Are +5; 25 
How were we firnck? wt Won en 


ſtill more. With what eye of diſtrac- 


euer erg 1019 ttopieyr; beer ara 


en = 


98 My principles have Poi wy 


friend: my extravagance has beggared 
my boy; my unkindneſs has mundered 


my wife !—And' is there another hell? 
oh! thou blaſphemed, yet moſtindul- 
t Lord God! hell itſelf is refuge, if 
it hides me from thy frown. 
Soon after his underſtanding failed. 
His terrified imagination uttered horrors 
not to be — or ever 2 cr 
An 
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And ere the ſun n 
few like him) aroſe, the gay, young, 
noble, ingenious, accompliſhed and molt | 


wretched nee ee 
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CHAPTER x". 


Aderu'd with all that carb or - heaven — 5 give. 
To make ** eter 
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row doubiy dreadful is Death,. 


when it hurries away an — AR 
and unprepared: foul 2 all the ſplen 


dor and pomp of earthly greatneſs; Fans: 
noble manſions; elegant gardens ; brau- 
tiful and extenſive parks; numerous at- 


tendants ; large poſſeflions ; and all the 
| it circle of towering grandeur ! 
And muſt I leave theſe?—Curſe upon 


my fate; —muſt I leave all theſe ? faid 


the noble PuBLio; as ſtretched upon the 
bed of acute diſeaſe, he lay ſtruggling 
with his fate, like a wild bull in the net; 
impatient and reſtleſs under the hand of 
Omnipotence, as the untamed lion in 
the toils of the Lyb:2n hunter. Yes, 
PuBL1o; thou muſt Lens all theſe; and, 
Pong and vain as thou * been of thy 
titles 
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motion of pride, and wou 
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titles and honours; as much elevated as 


thou haſt thought thyſelf above thy fel- 


low mortals, thou muſt now at length ex- 
perience that Death levels all diſtinctions, 
and ſtrikes at thee with as cruel uncon- 


cern, as he ſtrikes at the meaneſt peaſant 


who toils in the ſpacious fields. Why 


will men forget this obvious truth? ſure- 


ly if the noble would bear it in mind, it 
would be a powerful check againſt every 
2 inſtantly 
cruſh the leaſt tumor of el ation. 
If we look to this world only, how. 
ſuperior are the advantages which the 
great and wealthy enjoy; how infinitely 


ſuperior to thoſe which the poor and 


mean can attain? But if we look be- 
yond the preſent ſcene, nay, if we look 
only at the parting moment, how. great 
advantages have the poor over the 
wealthy? Poverty denies to men the 
enjoyment of almoſt every thing which 
the rich call convenient and comfort- 
able; much more of what they call ele- 
gant and pleaſurable. But poverty diſ- 
engages the affections from this tranſi- 
tory ſcene, and depriving men of the en- 
joyment, renders them indifferent to the 
ES con- 
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continuance of life. He who has no- 


thing to leave behind him, muſt be ſup- 


poſed to quit the ſtage with infinitely 
leſs regret, than he who 1s ſurrounded 
with every thing that can elevate the 
deſires, or delight the heart of man. 
Now, if we were ſteady to our Chriſtian - 
principles,” and fixed in our purſuits of 
the bleſſings of eternity, doubtleſs, in this 
view, poverty would be very far from 
being ever eſteemed an evi. 
But let us not conceal the truth: 
there is often more of envy and chagrin 
in our ſtrictures on wealth and greatneſs, 
than real contempt of theſe idols, than 
true Chriſtian renunciation of them. 
And it is to be feared, that our remarks 
reſpecting their poſſeſſors are frequently 
{ſtretched beyond the line of truth. It is 
a point of which long experience and 
cloſe obſervation have left me no room 
to doubt, that the great are not the happy: 
1 mean; that ſincere felicity, and an 
exalted ſtate, have no natural and neceſ- 
ſary connection. Yet am I equally ſatiſ- 
fied that the poor are not the happy. 
If the diſturbing and higher paſſions 

moleſt the repoſe of the former, oe 
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chagrining and vexatious paſſions ſuffi- 
ciently ruffle the quiet of the latter. In 
great goodneſs and condeſcenſion to his 
creatures, the all-wiſe Diſpoſer of things 
hath made happineſs peculiar to no ſtate, 
and attainable in all. It is a plant which 
Will thrive in every ſoil, though ſome 
may be more kindly to it than others: I 
have ſeen it blooming in all the verdure 
of the moſt flouriſhing palm · tree, in the 
ſplendid palace of the noble: I have ſeen 
it freſh, beautiful, and fragrant, in the 
lowly dwelling of the peaceful and con- 
tented cottager. For the true Chriſtian 
is the happy man; and he who is indeed 
a, Chriſtian, will find peace and joy, 
whether in the cottage or the palace. 
What could have deprived the gay, 
the young, the noble, ingenious, and 
moſt accompliſhed ALTamonT, of hap- 
pineſs ſuperlatively pleaſing, had he but 
known and practiſed that divine religion, 
whole 3 is ſufficiently marked 
by the name of him who revealed it 
the eternal Son of God? Every earthly 
bliſs crowded around the noble young 
man, ſedulous to preſent themſelves, 
and anxious to offer their ſweets * his 
| LO and. 
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hand. Elegant manſions, h bly - fur- 
niſhed with all that art could beftow, 
were ready provided for him; gabe 
beautified with the fineſt lawns, an 

extenſive proſpects ſtretched themſelves 


around him; ample eſtates were in Bis 


poſſeſſion, fufficient to fupply every ne- 
ceſſity, and ſufficient for the calls of 
magnificence, liberality, and charity; 
and Heaven had bleſſed him with a mind 


eapacious of the largeſt enjoyments; 
with ſenſe equal to the moſt elegant re- 


finement. Happy peculiarity— eaven 
had bleſſed him too with a bride, 
whoſe virtuous endearments were them- 
ſelyes ſufficient to have conſtituted per- 

fe& bliſs; and in whoſe love ſcarce. a 
man exiſts, who would not have thought 


himſelf' amply crowned with his heart's 


full content! 


Ah wretched Wu this want. | 


of that chriſtian virtue, which alone wilt 


felicitate, Tobbed thee of the enjoyment. _ 
of all theſe bleſſings, and brought thee 


in early youth to a deſpairing death ; thy 
ſoul undone, thy fortune rained, thy 
wife broken-hearted, and thy: orphans. 


| beggared! ah vain” and worthleſs nobi- 
| lity 
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lity ! hat: availed to thy miſerable re- 
a. hi the nodding plumes and the ef- 


cutcheon'd hearſe, with all the pomp of 


funeral ſolemnity ! Here thou heit moul- 
dering in the velvet- clad coflin ; and I, 


| ſo much beneath theein ſtation, can weep 


thy ſad fate, and commiſerate thee, thou 
fallen ſon of greatneſs ! 

Oh ye nobles of the earth, conſider 
and be wiſe ! Nobility, without virtue, 
is but a poliſhed ſhaft, more quick and 
keen to deſtroy ; adorned with Chriſtian 
faith it is a coronet of gold, graceful and 
honourable to the brow; it will dignify 
you in time, and add honour to your 


greateſt honours in eternity. 


So thought the incomparable, Lady, 
whoſe fad relics I view with joy, and am 
tranſported to find in this doleful vault 
an inſcription like the following, over her 
honoured remains. Let us peruſe it, and 
leave it to our reader's reflections : 

«{ Here reſts the body of. Mazr, 
„c. — who departed . 
this life, &c. whom it were unpardon- 
able to lay down in ſilence, and of whom 
it is difficult to ſpeak with juſtice: for 


her Juft character will look like flattery, 


3 and 
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aud the leaſt abatement vf it Is an g 
to her memory ere! 2 
In every tein of life he was 2 
pattern to her ſex; appeared miſtreſs of 
_ thoſe peculiar qualities, which were re- 

quiſite; to conduct her through it with 
honour, and never failed to exert them 
in their proper ſeaſons, to the utmoſt ad- 
vantage. gk 

She was modeſt widhiond affetation, 
eaſy without levity, and reſerved without 
pride. Knew how to ſtoop without fink- 
ing, and to gain people's mere with-- 
cout leflening their regard. e. 

She was careful without N fru- 
gal without parſimony; not at all fond of 
the ſuperfluous trappings of greatneſs, 
E abridged herſelf of n Wan 
her quality required. 

She was a faithful member ot the 

Church of England. 

| Her piety was exemplary, her charity 
univerſal, _ 

She found herſelf a widow in the be- 
ginning of her life, when the tempta- 
tions- of honour, beauty, -youth, and 
pleaſure, were in their full ſtrength; 
yet ſhe made them all * way to the in- 

9 
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tereſt of her family, and betook herſelf 
entirely to the matron's 

The education of her chikdren en- 
groſſed all her care; no charge was ſpa- 

red in the cultivation of their minds, nor 
any pain in the be vg. 424 ee of their 
_ fortunes. 121 

In a word, the was truly wiſe—truly 
honourable—and truly good. 

More can ſcarce be ſaid; and et he 
who ſaid this, knew her well, and is well 
aſſured, that he has faid nothing which 
either veracity or * ſhould N 


him to en * 


» a * J 
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CHAPTER xv. 


Why all this toil for triumphs of an hour ? 

What tho we wade in wealth or foar in fame ? 

Earth's higheſt lation ends in, Here he lies.” 

_—_ 6 _ fo duſt,” concludes he? nobleſt ſong. 
YOUNG. 


'R 0 M the vault Ver reſt the 


Narr remains of the great and 

: 155 1 7 5 noble, 
* * The Reader may bot afured | of the Arie 6 truth 
of. what is here delivered, as this character Was. - 
penned by that excellent prelate Dr. " for- 
werly Biſhop of Worceſter. 
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noble, I aſcended into the Church, and 
was immediately led to that part of the 
ſacred edifice, which is dedicated to the 
memory of theſe illuſtrious perſonages : 
What fuperb monuments! what elabo- 
rate declarations! what pompous in- 
ſcriptions! what high-ſounding epi- 
taphs! One would imagine from a pe- 
ruſal of theſe, that all the ſons and 
daughters of this noble houſe, like thoſe 
mentioned in another ſacred place, were 
valiant and virtuous : but alas, even 
Tombs are taught to Hatter and to lye! 
How ftrong is the deſire of pre-emi- 
nence-in the human breaſt: we wiſh'to 
preſerve it even in death. In ſome re- 
ſpects it may be well to preſerve it: but 
what vanity can be ſo truly contempti- 
ble, as that which aſſigns a large ſum of 
money to the erecting a ſplendid monu- 
ment, ſerving to perpetuate only the 
erector's folly and pride! Let the truly 
virtuous and the truly good, the friends 
to ſociety, and the ornaments of reli- 
gion, be diſtinguiſhed in death : for the 
reſt, whatever titles they bear, or ho- 
nours they boaſt, they are a mere num- 
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ber only—let them be conſigned to ob- 
livion and. duſ!t! | 
What a foppery and falſe taſte.diſco- 
vers itſelf in ſome of theſe fantaſtic mo- 
numents before me, the emblems of 
which it is more difficult to decypher, 
than the darkeſt ſhades of an allegoric 
poem! what abſurdity and prophane- 
neſs glare in others! Methinks I am 
tranſparted, by ſome inviſible power, 
while I gaze from a Chriſtian church 
into one of the heathen temples; for 
their deities crowd around me, ſculp- 
_ tured with all the pride of art, while 1 
can diſcern a Medallion only of him to 
"whoſe memory the monument is conſe- 
crated! it looks as if the noble dead 
had renounced their dependence upon 
Chriſt and his goſpel z and returned to 
the worſhip of thoſe heathen divinities, 
into whoſe hands they ſeem to com- 
anend ther bamer WW 
But while I turn away with diſguſt 

from theſe fine but miſapplied efforts 
of art; that elegantly-hmple monu- 
ment ſtrikes and delights me. It is the 
ſtatue of the late Duke of F***; it 
Is finiſhed in the higheſt taſte; 5 5 
| or 
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t fords the moſt exact reſemblance of his 
:perſon : the poſture is the moſt natural 
and eaſy; proper for the place, ſerious 
and contemplative : it is raiſed on a 
plain and beautiful pedeſtal ; there are 
no fantaſtic decorations; the inſcrip- 
tion contains nothing more than the 
name of this worthy nobleman, the 
date of his birth and death, and the 
detail of his illuſtrious iſſue. There 
needs no more; his virtues live in the 
faithful memory of his friends and of 
his country; and time itfelf cannot 
_ obliterate the impreſſion, which his be- 
neficence:hath made on the hearts of 
mankind. But could time efface theſe, 
ſhould they be univerſally forgotten; 
yet will they be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance before God, the ene re- 
warder of thoſe who live to do good; 
who make the bleſſings vouchſafed to 
them by providence, the exalted means 
of felicity to others. Such actions in 
life will ſmooth the rough brow of death, 
and render the departure from honours 
and opulence not only eaſy, but joyful! 
Methinks, as I ſtand contemplating 
this animated /atue, I can fancy its no- 
1 | > Ba = aa 
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ble original before me, as I have often 
ſeen him, and imagine I hear him thus 
addreſſing me: © See the end of hu- 
man grandeur, and learn to think no- 
thing 1 in mortality! nothing can 
be truly great which is uncertain; no- 
thing yd good which muſt ſhortly 
have an end, Ere while I flouriſhed in 
all the verdure which human exiſtence 
can boaſt. | High in birth, high in ho- 
nours ; dignified with the royal fa- 
vour; abounding in wealth, and of 

_ conſequence courted and. flattered by 
the univerſal voice of men! In this 
elevated ſtate I forgot not myſelf; I 

remembered that I was a man, that I 
was to give an account to a, ſuperior 
tribunal, and that my puniſhment or 
reward would be in proportion to the 
truſt repoſed in me. When therefore 
the ſolemn ſummons came, when I 
heard the alarming voice Thou 
muſt die? I was not confounded 
though impreſt with awe; com- 
mending myſelf to the F ather of mer- 
cies I reſigned his earthly favours with, 
complacence and thankfulneſs, in happy 
hope of a ture; and better tate ! „ 

3 Had 


nn. 
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Had my conduct been the reverſe of 
this, what ſhould 1 have ained—what = 
ſhould I not have lo! for my pomp - 
and power could not have arreſted the - 
ſtroke of death, -which would have pier- 
ced my heart 'with agony ex expreffible, 
as ſeparating me from all things deſira- 
ble below, and removing me to a world 
where I had neither hope nor deſire! 

Then might this e 7 Aatue well 
ſtand as a repreſentative cf my aflicted 
ſoul! revolving with ſorrow the paſt en- 
joyments, and locking with a wiſhful 
eye to that Taff , and that lovely 
park, Which once ranged with ſuch 
pleaſure, then' for ever EO to my 
haplefs feet! — Mine wasa better choice: 

. the remembrance of qeath taught me 
wiſdom; © for they who remember 
death, will affiredly be Wiſe.“ | 

This is an important truth: the 
abuſe of life proceeds from the forgetful- 
neſs of death; when men fix their ſtan- 
dards upon earth, and vainly propoſe this 
tranſitory ſcene as the end of their being 
and the objects of their love, what er- 
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rors and evils are the conſequence 


6.45 | hat. 


150 REFLECTIONS 


what fearful diſappointments here, and 
what horrid puniſhment hereafter |— 
This was the caſe with the famous 
Cardinal of the noble houſe of Beau» 
FORT, Who, much unlike that amiable 
nobleman whoſe character we have been: 
_ conſidering, remembered not that wealth 
and greatneſs were inſignificant and un- 
availing to ſtay the hand: of death ;. and. 
that, gained by indireAneſs, they prove, 
in concluſion, a never-dying worm to- 
the diſtracted conſcience. When there- 
fore, as hiſtory informs us, he was ar- 
reſted in mid-carreer, and all the terrors 
of death were marſhalled in horrid array. 
before him, thus he complained, and 
thus vented. his afflicted ſoul to his 
friends weeping around . And muſt 
I then die? will not all my riches fave. 
me? I could purchaſe the kingdom if 
that would prolong my life. What! is 
there no bribing of death? When my 
nephew the thee of BE Droxp died, I 
thought my happineſs and my authority 
greatly increaſed; but the Duke of 
GLoucksrER's death raiſed me in fancy 
to a level with kings; and I thought of 
„ nothing: 


5 See Harpsfeld's Hiſtory. 
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nothing but accumulating ſtill — 
wealth to purchaſe at length the triple 
crown! Alas! how*are my hopes diſap- 
pointed! wherefore, O my friends, let 
me earneſtly - beſeech you to pray for 


me, and recommend/iny bogs we gg ſou = 


to God FP? 09 TIC) . 
5 50 8 2 5 Oh, 
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* Cardinal 3 was of royal 1 A 
he was the ſon of John of Gaunt Duke of Toms 


freer, by his third wife Catherine Swinford: he was | 


commonly called, the rich Cardinal of Winchefter : 


he died in 1447. Shakeſpeare, who generally 
preſerves hiſtorical truths very exactly, in his ſe- 


cond part of Henry the VIth, hath given us in 
hvel l. colours, a deſcription of the Cardinal's 
death, with which, I am perſuaded, my readers 
will be pleaſed, and therefore I ſubjoin it here: 


gGlͤrene the Cardinal's Bed. chamber. 


Enter King Henry, Saliſbury, and Warwick, 10 


the Cardinal in Bed. 


K. H. How fares my lord? ſpeak, Beaufort, | 


to thy ſovereign. - 


Cards 10 than: Jed depth, Fil give thee Dag: | 


and's treaſure, 
Enoug gh to prchaſe ſuch another iſland, 
let me live and feel no pain. 
3 what a ſign i it is of e 77 yd 
Where death's approach is ſeen ſo terrible! 
War. . it is thy ſovereign ſpeaks to 
the. 
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Oh, what. an end was this! what 
availed it this unhappy great man, that 
lacrifcing ons his en, on of . x 


Card. De me unto my trial when you will, 
Dy'd be“ not in his bed 5 Where ſhould he die? 
Can I make men live whether they will or no? 

Ok- torture me no more, I will confeſs 

Alive again ! then ſhew me where he is: 

Pl! give a thouſand pound to look upon him,— 

He hath no eyes, the duſt hath blinded them: 
Comb down his hair; look, look, it ſtands upright 

Like lime-tigs ſet to catch my winged. ſoul, 
Sire me ſome drink, and bid th* apothecar 

Bring me the ftrong poiſon that I bought of him, 

K. H. O thou eternal Mover of the heavens, 
Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch! 

O beat away the buſy meddling fiend | 

That lays ftrong fiege upon this wretch's ſout, 

And from his boſom purge his black defpair. - 

War. See how the pangs of death do make him 

grin. 

Sal. Diflurb him not, let bim paſs peaceably; 

K. H. Peace to his foul, if God's good; | 

; ſure bet 

Lord Cardinal, if thou thinkeſt on heaven's bliſs, | 

Lift up thy band, make ſignal of thy hope. 

He dies and makes no: ſign, O God forgive him! 
War. So bad a death argues a monſtrous life. 
K. H. Forbear to judge, for we are ſinners all, 

Cloſe up his eyes, and draw the curtains round, - 

And let us all to — M 2 


„ 


by TSS — — 


EF BY. 
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moſt ſacred duties of hümabiky; he died 
poſſeſſed of a ſum, ſuperior to what, 
perhaps, any fubject before him had poſ. 
ſeſſed: what availed it, that amidſt the 
terrors of death he conſigned large ſums 
to charitable offices! and leaſt of all, 
what could avail the ten thouſand maſſes 
which he ordered to be ſaid for his ſoul ! 
Heaven is not to be purchaſed with 
„ nor the favour of God to be 
bought with money. Our redemption _ 
was not perfected by ſuch corruptible 
things, but by the precious blood of 
Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemiſh and 
without ſpot! and he who' after an evil 
life, thinks to conciliate the regard ofthe 
Moſt High by donations and maſſes, dies 
in a miſtake as grofs and fatal as that 
wherein he lived. Indeed, to the honour 
of the Proteſtant churchwe muſt obſerve, 
that this moſt deſtructive of all errors is 
ſeldom found within her pale, at leaſt, 
in compariſon with its frequency in the 
Romiſh church; where the religious o 
ders are led to deceive even the ſouls of* 
dying men, for the fake of accumulating 
wealth te their own ſocieties: ſhocking 
and drexatubt how contrary to the te- 
e 3 95 nor- 
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nor of that goſpel, by which we are af 
ſured, that the truly humbled heart and 
penitent deſire, the lively faith, and un- 


di ſſembled ſorrow can alone recen 


us to the Father, through the merits and 
interceſſion of the only-begotten Son! 
Before I conclude this chapter, let 


me point out to my reader a noble pe- 


nitent of the Proteſtant communion, as 
a contraſt to the cardinal of the church: 
of Rome: the earl of RochzsTER, I 
mean; whoſe life was defiled with every 
vice, but whoſe death was diſtinguiſh- 

ed by the moſt exemplary. repentance a 


repentance not ſhewn by merely external 
gifts, and the appointment of repeated 


maſſes for his ſoul; but by inward. — 
trition and real forrow for the paſt-- by 
a deſire to undo all the evil he bad done, 
and to ſtop the current of all the miſ- 
chief which unhappily owed its ſource to · 
him by an unfeigned application to 
the only redeemer, and a fixed reſolu- 
tion to amend his life (if that life ſhould: 
be ſpared) and to be as exemplary in ho- 
lineſs, as he had been infamous in the 
practice of vice. — This is true repen- 
tance; and ſuch a Nn Chriſt will 


afluredly 


* 
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 affuredly redeem, as well from the guilt. 
as from the defllenient- of all his former 


inis 6 


* __— —— A 


— 


C HAP I ER VE. 
Take phyfec, pomp : 


E xþoſe thyſelf to feel 0 ks fre, 
That thou may'}t ſhake the ſuperflux to them, 
And ſbew the Heavens more jut. SHAKESPEARE... 
IGH in health, and recumbent 
on the downy breaſt of proſperity. 
and indulgence, Sgcunvs rejects our re- 
ections with diſdain, and will not, can- 
not bear to hear of Death, the cruel 
ſpoiler of all his circling comforts! 


— 
1 


« Away with the melancholy ſtrain, be | 


cries ; I cannot endure the voice of this 


gloomy contemplative. / Let him not 
approach to diſturb my repoſe, nor like 


the hoarſe and ill-boding raven, croak 


his fatal admonitions in my ears.” Ah 
miſtaken mortal, what troublesart tou 
treaſuring up for a future moment! 
pity him, Heaven, who has no pity for 


himſelf!—We will leave him then, tho? 


with ſorrow and compaſſionate regret, 


and intreat thy attendance, Oh. ferious: 
G6 --: and 
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and Chriſtian Reader (who art not afraid 
to view theſe mournful but inſtructive 
ſcenes) to the ſick, the dying bed of the 
poor man, now that we have viſited to- 
gether the ſuperb vault of the noble. If 
thou art rich, perhaps thou haſt never 
been called to ſo fad a fcene, and the 
fight of it will teach thee content: if 
thou art poor, it will affect thy heart, 
and lead thee to a ſerious concern for 
futurity, that both temporal and eter- 
nal evils may not be thy deplorabl lot! 
Come then, and let me lead thee up 
theſe narrow and miſerable ſtairs to the 
wretched apartment, whither I was ere 
While led, and where the poor man lies 
Uinguiſſing on the bed of emaciating 
diſeaſe! ſeeſt thou this diſmal dwelling, 

toul, offenſive, ſqualid! | 
Fear, the wind whiſtles through the 
ſhattered caſement, ill defended by vile 
Tags and darkening paper, ſure mark of 

penury and diſtreſs. i 

Seeſt thou that wretched object, pale 
and meagre, with haggard ſtaring eyes, 
and beard unſhaven,ftretched upon thoſe 
flocks, with not a curtain round 1 
and 
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and with ſearce a cover to conceal kis 
waſted body. 
| "ew an: view upon the floor 
another miſerable heap of tatters: it 
is the bed of two poor children of this 
afflicted ſufferer! and this, this place of 
woe, is the only habitation which re- 
ceives and hides the heads of thefe chit 
dren, with their mother and himſelf! 
That woman, bathed in tears, and cloth- 
ed in the garments of poverty, is the 
wife of that huſband, is the mother of 
theſe children ha apleſs wife, and ſtill 
more hapleſs mother 
But though narrow this apartment, 
though offenſive and foul, it would well 
ſuffice, and be but little complained of, 
did not wrnt, cruel want, here too Gin: 
her abode; could the mother ſupply the 
importunate demands of her Py 
f 


children, or alleviate the pains and 


ferings of her oppreſſed huſband. But 
alas! the pariſh with-holds relief from 
aliens to its rights; and how fhall the 
charity of the benefieent find out in their 
codons but obſcure retreats, the 
ſtranger and unknown! | 1 
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= Nay, but even poverty itſelf, with alF- 
its dire neceſſities, might be borne ;— - 
well, very well, if dependence upon God 
was found in the heart, if heavenly 
hope dwelt in the breaſt; if there was. 
any. proſpe&t of an happy iſſue, when. 
all theſe mournful trials are overpaſt, 
and the ſoul ſafely landed on a future 
and fortunate ſhore ! but for this we 
enquire in vain ; from the want of it 
proceeds far the greater part of thoſe 
evils. When came to talk with EG ENO 
(ſo call we this poor man) concerning 
his ſoul, his faith, his hope, and future 
expectations; he fixed his eyes upon 
me with the moſt unutterable concern, 
and elevating his emaciated hand, ſigh- 
ed, Alas! alas! Sir, ſure I ſhall re- 
cover! But if you ſhould not, as God: 
knows there appears but little proba- 
bility—what then? what ſays your con- 
ſcience, and in what is your truſt ?? « F 
cannot tell, he replied, I have not been. 
ſo good as I ought; but if I live, I will 
endeavour to be better.” I turned to- 
his wife, to aſk ſomewhat of his man- 
ner of life; and to know whether dur- 
ipg his long illneſs (for he had long 


been 


/ 
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fo aeclining) he had ever ſhewn any 
concern for his ſoul, or whether ſhe 
bad ever read to him for his inftruc- 
tion ?—— Weak and wretched as he 
was, he could reply with abundant 
acrimony, She inſtruct me?—No, ſhe 
had better firſt inſtru& herſelf ; the 
wants it moſt?' What greater ſhock 
could an human heart feel, than to per- 
ceive a fieree altercation likely to enſue 
between two perſons ſo mutually and fo. 
deeply diſtreſſed? I | interpoſed with 
— N and endeavoured with 
all my power to ſet forth the dread ter- 
rors of futurity before the eyes of this 
unawakened ſinner, juſt, juſt about to 
launch Oh horrible into its irredeem- 
able gulf! Fr: 1 
He heard me With attention, an L 
perceived at length a tear ſtealing into 
his ſunken eyes; I have been miſer- 
able, ſaid the poor unhappy object, all 
the days of my life; and now I perceive 
that I muſt be miſerable through all 
eternity too! Upon hearing this, we 
could none of us refrain from tears. 
Oh who could refrain, to ſee a fellow- 
ereature Jying in this exquilite out 
0 


%. 
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fout and body equally eſtranged from 
comfort and — who could re- 
frain, to fee one for whom Chriſt died, 
thus about to periſh; ignorant ant hope- 
lefs, in a land where the glad tidings of 
this Saviour are ſo conſtantly : and uni- 
verſally preached7 N 

Moved with compaſſion, Tendeavours- 
ed to offer ſome conſblation the ut- 
moſt which I dared to offer: for alas! 
how can the miniſters of Chriſs exceed 
their commiſſion ; how ſpeak peace to 
thoſe with whom there is ho peace? 
But my offers were unavailing;' he told 
me, he had led a wicked and a care- 
leſs life, and now he found that the end 
of it was forrow and deſpair. After 
every argument to arouſe and to conſole, 
F jorned in prayer with him and his 
wretched houſhold; and exhorting him 
to earneſt prayer, and fervent ſupplica- 
tion for himfelf to the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, J left them, deſigning on 
the morrow to renew my viſit. 

But from this melancholy office I was 

ted by his wife, who came in the 


morning to inform me that he expired . 


in _ night; expired regardleſs, as it 
ſeemed, 
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ſeemed, of all things, utterly ſtupid, 
| ſenſeleſs, and unheedin 2 
And ns 00 often it Tappens/thartks: 
miniſter is ſent for when the ſoul is at the 
_ laſt gaſp, when hope is given up, andwhen 
all our endeavours, alas! are inefficacious 
as pouring water in a ſieve. During 
almoſt a twelvemonth's illneſs, ENO 
thought not of God, of repentance, of 
death. Juſt when the lamp of life was 
going out, juſt when the trembling ſoul | 
fluttered on the verge of eternity, the 
alarm was given, and all was confuſion, 
diſorder, and diſmay. His whole life was 
a ſcene 'of care, of toil, of diſcontent; 
and fin. Ne glectful, wholly neglectful of 
religion, his "abbaths were paſted in tri- 
_ fling or drunkenneſs; the ſcanty pittance 
he gained by his labour, was too common- 
ly condemned, before it was earned; and 
his wife and children bewailed in hun ger 
and want, their frequent diſappointment 
of his wages. Hence aroſe brawls an 
contentions at home; which rendered | 
the little wretched lodging full more 
_ wretched. © As no ſurplus was - faved, - 
his own, and the cloathing of his family 


was ſeldom * to rags; and he tved 
with. | 
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without a friend to ſerve, as he died wick | 
out a friend to ſuccour or to pity him! 
Miſerable end of a miſerable exiſtence : 
fearful poverty, and introduction to fut- 
ferings far more fearful !— 

Good God! what is man? ? how terrible 
is it thus to-paſs a few years in this vale 
of ſorrow, comfortleſs; deſpicable, aban- 
doned—To know none of the refreſh-- 
ments and delights of this life, and yet 
to forfeit all the delights of the future! 
But let me forbear making any reflec- 
tions, till I = ſhewn you - From contraſt 
of Ecxno, in a man of the ſame occupa- 
tion and the fame rank of life, whom 
alſo I late attended upon his death- bed 
Quand would to heaven wn latter end 
may be like his! 


Ss 


o tbe Author f the 22 on „ Death. a 
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HE wiſe ſon of Syrach obferves, that 
| Death is moſt dreadful to a man at eaſe 
in his poſſeſſſon. Of the truth of this we have 
a remarkable proof in Cardinal BXVTORT. 
Tour account of this unhappy perſon was 
extremely affecting and inſtructive: permit me 
ta add thereto. a few particulars concerning _ 
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Me was buried in the cathedral of Vincheſter, with 
this LArix inſeription over his grave; Tribula-- 
rier fi neſcirem miſericordias tuas, ** Did I not know 


the greatneſs of thy mercy, I ſhould be ſorely: 


troubled.. Hiſtory. informs us, that he was ac- 


cuſed of poiſoning HuurHREY Duke of Grov- 


Es TER, but he prevailed with the king to grant 


him letters of pardon for all the offences he had 
committed; contrary to the ſtatute of proviſors, 
and the act of prænunire. This pardon, ſays. 
RrMER, is dated at Veſfminfter, Fuly 19, 1432. 
Five years after which, we are told, he procured 
another pardon under the great /eal, for all forts: 
- of crimes whatever, from the creation of the world 

to the z6th of Faly 1437. He died the 11th of 
June 1447, having ſurvived the above- mentioned 
Duke Humrnrey little more than twenty-eight 


days: he left vaſt ſums to charitable uſes, and if 


HARPSTIZLID may be credited, no leſe than» 
oo J. to the priſons of London. BRAUTORT 


is repreſented by ſome hiſtorians as an arbitrary, 


fapercilious; turbulent prelate, yet they ſeem to- 


agree that by his death, the king loſt one of his 


moſt able, and moſt faithful counſellors. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


The ports of r of He gent deeds; 
 Thro' which the Savinur leads us to cur mids 5 
How wilful blind is he then, who ſbou d 73 
And hath it in his power to make his way ? 
This world death's region is, the other life's ; 
And here it ſhou'd be one of our firſt firifes, 


|. So to front death at men ſbou d. Judge us paſt „ 


For goed man bat Jes death, the wiched taſte it. 
| Row E. 


1 is common to nr circumſtances 

and ſtation in life urged as an ex- 
cufe for ah r of religion: to Oobviate 
3 we have examples propoſed to us 

ncere and regular „ in ev 

ſtation of life *. Thus e rn, | 
that religion is incompatible with no 
worldly circumſtances ; and of conſe- 
quence, no worldly circumſtances can 
offer a ſufficient excuſe for a diſregard 


to it. The wretched Eczxo could urge 


* It muſt be underfiond; that T k of e 
honeſt and allowable ſtations in life. There are 
| Jome profeſſions, with which, indeed, religion is 
abſolutely incompatible; and the refore, if a man 
would fave his ſoul, he muſt either abjure theſe, or 
never think of ſalvation. 


 MeNnTOR, and learn how weak and fri- 
: volous ſuch an apology. 


Mx rox was of the fame occupation | 


with Eczx0; worked in the ſame ſhop, 


and earned the ſame wages: MENTOR 


too was a married man, and had chil- 


dren. Thus far there was a ſimilitude: 


but in other reſpects, where can that 
ſimilitude be found? —Diligent and 
punctual, MExTor was never abſent a 
day from his buſineſs, unleſs detained, by 
ſickneſs or ſome other neceflary avoca- 
tion; ever found in his duty, while 
Ek No kept holiday, and waſted his im- 


Portant time in drunkenneſs and riot. 
Fearing God, and anxious to pleaſe 


banks MN rok never refrained his feet 


from the church, and was a regular at- 


tendaat at the bleſſed ſupper of the 
Lord ; ſtrictly obſerving the ſabbath, 
and ſpending it as became a Chriſtian, a 
huſband, a father: while E6Ex0's; tem- 


ple was the alehouſe, and his devotion 


only. oaths and impiety. _ 
Go to the places of their tage, and 


mark the general there alſo: you have 
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his ſav and poverty but how inef- 
fectually? Look at his fellow-labourer, 
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viewed that of ENO miſerable ſcene 
of poverty At MEN TOR's little dwell- 

ing all was neat and clean, and whole- 
ſome. He had procured a ſmall houſe, 
with a good piece of ground, which he 
carefully cultivated with his own hands, 
"when he returned from his work in the 
evening; often riſing an hour or two 
before the time of labour in the morn- 
ing, to do the buſineſb of his garden, 
and to take care of his crops, which 
Paid him well for his toil. His wife, 
induſtrious and cheerful, contributed 
her part with gladneſs: her children 
were brought up with every notion 
Auitable to their ſtation; and ſhe omit- 
ted no opportunity to aid her huſband's 
honeſt efforts by her frugality and pains. 
An aged mother dwelt under the ſame 
roof with them, and owed a comforta- 
ble ſubſiſtence to the pious affections of 
her laborious ſon. 7 ns 


It pleaſed God to extend the life of 
this uſeful and worthy, though mean 
and unnoticed man, to a happy length ; 
for he lived to cloſe his aged mother's 
eyes, and to pay the laſt duties of 
filial regard to her. He lived to ſee 
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two of his ſons capable of maintain 
ing themſelves in the world with de- 
cency and comfort; and treadingdiſ- 
tinguiſhed felicity of a parent in the 
ſteps of their father's ſobriety and vir- 
tue: ſons, to whoſe care he could with 
Confidence leave his wife, as their reli- 
gion had taught them that a peculiar 
bleſſing ever attends thoſe who delight to 
honour their parents, and “ to rock th 
cradle of declining age.” ? | 


How pleaſing, how inſtructive to at 


tend the death-bed of ſuch a Chriſtian: 
Oh, ye great and ye vain, ye children of 
voluptuouſneſs and pomp, how doth the 
death-bed of ſuch a Chriſtian reproach 
yourfollies, and condemn your viſionary 
view!—on that bed I ſaw him: True, 
no conſultation of phyſicians was held 

on his account; no damaſk decorated 
his apartments; no carpets his floors ; 
veſſels of ſilver and gold were wanting to 
convey the little nouriſhment he tock.: 
but ah! what wretched comforters 


are theſe, when the languiſhing body de- 
clares the fatal moment of eternal ſepa- 
ration from this world approaching. 
How much more excellent the conſola- 

. 5 nu | - tion 
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tion ariſing from the 3 an ap- 
Te conſcience! The more a man 
es behind him, the more relunctantly 

he dies; to die is an eaſy matter to the 
poor: and to a good man, what matters 
it whether he die on a throne or a dung- 
Bill? The only misfortune at the hour of 
death is to find oneſelf deſtitute of the 
| N of true Religion! | 
New ron was not deſtitute of theſe : 
ce am arrived, Sir, ſaid he, at that pe- 
riod for Which 1 was born, and for which 
I: LR been long preparing: and bleſſed 
be God, I do not find any terr rprs in 
the approach of death Ti banks be taGod, 
who” | "through our 
Totd ofus 79 059 Tam t ankful to the 


what: a P is he to intel creatures, 
like us, in this hour eſpecially! Bleſſed, 
for ever bleſſed he God for his ineſti- 
mable gift of redemption thro” the blood 
of the Lamb, offered up for the ſins of 
the whole world!“ Reiecd to ſee him 
ape Tan . I congra- 
| tulated 
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tulatecl his felicity, and remarked the 
van of Worldly ftations, when God 
ftributes his tual favours thus free · 
by to the ow as well as the hi) „to 
the poor as well as the rich. rae, 
Sit, thid he, this is a Tweet rellection to 
the paorer aud meaner fort of us: it 
hat often refrefhed my ſoul, and ſtap- 
ped every tendency to murmuring and 
complaints, which are too apt to ariſe in 
our naughty hearts, at che light of the 
nich, and their plentiful enjoyments. 
And it was a pleaſing thought often to 
me in the midſt of my labour, that my 
divine and glorious'Sayiour ſtooped to 
a mean and toilſome emplo ment, and 
> condeſcended to Work With his own 
hands; ſetting us an example, and thus 
alleviating to the true Chriſtian, all = 
wearineſs of fatigue and dail _—_ 
am ſure, the recolfeckion of this 
me new life and fpirits Wien Eee i 
almoſt worn out, and ready tofink down 
with labour. And when I have conſi- 
dered all his loving kindneſs towards me, 
which he has ſhewed in ſo many inſtan- 
ces, I have always with Joy perſevered 


in uy wy; and * My lelf happy 


n N 
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That I had a being to praiſe, and adore 
him. And now my race is run, and 1 
am about to appear before the Judge of 
all the earth! te doubt not, replied 
1, you will appear with. joy y, and be for 
ever bleſſed in his kingdom De 
Cbriſ I truſt I ſhall, faid. haz. my only 
Hope and reliance is on the precious Re- 
7 for oh, Sir, what am I, what 
have I, but from him and alas! what 1 
have done 3 is ſo imperfect and unworthy, 
that it cries for pardon only, not for re- 


ward! Can it be poſſible that any human 


being can talk of merit before God! 
Lord Jeſut, pardon the ſinfulneſs even 
of my beſt and moſt holy ſ 1EES, and 
waſh them clean in thy bl ood. Pe ee But, 
obſeryed I, though you We not upon 
any thing you have done, nor appre- 
hend the r or deſerving in any 

of your works, doth it not give your 
ſoul great peace and comfort, when you 
look 5 and remember, that you have 
done ſuch works, or rather that you 


4 have uſed your beſt endeavours to Obe 


all the Pe of Chrift?” Oh yes, 
replied he, Fa eat, (IST, great peace ! 
Without this cond have no peace 8 


331 TP , 
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All; Por without this What teſt could 1 | 


have of my own ſincerity, or how could 
I dare to mer? e nercy from the 
Redeemer? - I blots him for enabling 
e, to do ſomething 3 - 
"had been more diligent, 
and could have done more: without ho- 
lineſs no man ſhall ſee him: I have la- 
boured after it with all my might, and to 
the beſt of” my knowledge; may the 
cious Saviour pity my weakneſs, and 
perfect what is wanting in me!” 
Ile added much mere; but from this 
the reader may eaſily collect, how hap- 


py an end a man of ſuch juſt ſentiments 


muſt make. He received the bleſſed 
ſacrament from my hands, and never 


did T adminiſter that ſacred viaticum to 


a more elevated chriſtian. I remember 
one paſſage in our converſation ſtruck 
me; Sir, ſaid he, though I had never 
any great learning, I have always been 
pleaſed with reading: and from ſome 
book 'early in my youth, I was taught 


to conſider :nyfelf as a pilgrim, appoint- 
ed to travel through this world to the 


other, where I was to remain for ever. 


This notion made 'a great impreſſion 
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upon me; and Lever: nen uſed to 
* conſider myſelf as a traveller, and there- 

fore entertained no great hopes or fears 
reſpecting any thing below; but looked 
continually to the end of my journey, 
the happineſs of which, I was perſuaded, 
depended on my right management of 

anyſelf during my ſtay here. And this 

thought was the occaſion not only of 
much content to my ſoul, and of much 
peace and reſignation under every aſſlic- 
tion and croſs accident; but of my con- 
tinued attention to duty, and of the ex- 

acteſt caution in my daily walking.“ 
Such was MenTor; whoſe life and 
death were equally-amiable and exem- 
plary. What a contraſt to the wretched 
Eceno !— What man but would wiſh 
to die the death of the former? then 
let him take heed not to lead the life of 
the latter. Ve ſons of men in the hum- 
bler ſtations of life, read the important 
leſſon before you. Look at the exam- 
ples and revolve their ends! avoid the 
vices of EN, and copy the virtues of 
MENTOR ſo you wil live in credit, 
7 and-dic in peace. 

And 
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And let us all remember „ That 
every day of our life is, in the morning 
a blank leaf, wher eon, during the courſe” 
of it, we write, and in characters indeli- 
ble, all the actions of our life; let us be 
careful, then, that there be nothing 3 im- 
pure, nothing baſe in them; that he, 
before whom they are to be laid, may” 
read. them- with approbation.. Let us 
live ſo, that we may never die; let us 
inſtantly ſet about it with all our might, N 
before that tremendous Wound be mg 
08 130 expires - 42a 
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CHAPTER, XVII. 
Exhort ' ſervants to be obddient unto. their own” 
maſters, and to pleaſe them duoll in all things: 
not anſwering; again Not purloining, but 
Jhewing all good fidelity ; that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Savicur in all things. 
TTW Bs Os, > 
Let thy foul love a good ſervant, and defraud. him- 
not of his liberty. Eccleſiaſt. vii. 21. 7 


CPTER having attended the death- 
beds of the buſy and the gay, 
the noble and the poor; after having ; 
N the iſſue of life ſpent in-thoſe - 
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purſuits, which are common to man- 


— 


kind, and contraſted every character, to 
make each more ſtriking; I intended 


to have ſtopped here, and conſidered; 


death in the general view. to have of- 
fered arguments and conſolations againſt 
the fear of it; and, in concluſion, to have 
contemplated the great things which fol- 


low after, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 


But a funeral, at which E was called: 


laſt night to officiate, leads me to poſt- 


e theſe reflections to 2 following 
Shapes; that I may pay ſome tribute to 
the memory of an humble man, whoſe. 
virtues deſerve to be had in honour, 


though his low ſtation denies him the 


loud applauſe of public celebrity.—— 


155 But why: ſhould fame be the prerogative 


ef — — of worldly: greatneſs: and 

external ſplendor? To do well and to. 

deſerve in every ſtation, is to be | Trey? 
777 


and ought to obtain praiſe an 


obtain praiſe W I ye ſons of obſcu- 


rity, whom no titles dignify, whom no. 
pedigrees ennoble - but wlioſe virtuous 


actions are more; illuſtrious: than either 


| Des, ye ſhall inherit praiſe, as much 


bn to that n men, the * 
an 


* 5 
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and time can give, as God, as heaven; | 


as eternity are ſuperior to all theſe. This 


bright and bleſſed honour is not con- 
ferred according to rank, or birth, or 
titles, but to high and low, nels bai! 


poor, the glorious prize is held forth | 
alike, and to him who doeth beſt and 


beſt deſerveth, ſhall the beſt recompence 
be given. Vet. one ſure method to- 


obtain this bleſſing, in that Kingdom, | 


where all diſtinctions eternally ceaſe, 
is to act and live agreeably to thoſe diſ- 
tinctions and ſubordinations, which God 
hath wiſely appointed upon earth: I 


mean, the ſure method to obtain God's 


favour, is to acquĩeſce thankfully in that. 


ſtation of life wherein he hath placed us; 1 


and with entire ſubmiſſibn, to diſcharge” 
oe and winter all 111 cates 
of it. IA e 
So thought the worthy man, whoſedd-: 
cent funeral was laſt night ſolemnized: 
he had been ſervant in a neighbouring 
family above twenty years; and during 


that time had abundantly approved bim 


ſelf by the ſtricteſt fidelity. A rare e. 
ample, when the depravity of this order 
amongſt us is the "San of * 
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ſal complaint, and the ſevereſt tax 5 
the domeſtic felicity of numbers! 
perhaps the cauſe and the xemedy of 45 ; 
evil are both to be drawn: from. other 
ſources than thoſe, which are generally 
propoſed; to be =, wn rather from the 
heads of families, © from thoſe who. 
act in menial capacities. A prudent and 
conſcientious maſter for the moſt part 
makes prudent, and re ſervants: 
and it is from the increaſe of ſuch exam 


ples, that we muſt e e bes 
3h our attendants. . 


Pxtevco, (fo call we the. fubj of 
our preſent chapter) was happy in this 
reſpect; happ 10 a. niaſter W whgic own 
life was. reg __ and. whoſe great, care 
was to diſcharge tenderly every duty, 
which he owed to his ſervants. He wWas 
well recompenſed by the love and fide - 
lity of his ſervants. in general, but of 
PeTRUECIO. in particular. 5 This, faithful 
domeſſic had rigkt notions: of, God; him: 
ſelf, and his duty, | io e den 
the inferiority and ſervility of his own, 
condition: he knew it was the wall of 
God; as ſuch he received it with thank - 
ſulncſs, and lived, in it Vith cheerful 

con- 
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content: conſidering himſelf as the ſer- 
vant of Chriſt, he acted always conſcien- 
tiouſly, as deſirous to pleaſe him, and not 
man only. Reflecting, that the, eye of 
God, if not of his maſter, was always 
upon him, he feared; to neglect his duty, 
and thought it a poor excuſe for himſelf, 
if he could eſcape the notice of an carthly 
obſeryer, while; all his actions were mi- 
nutely ſcanned by him, who ſearches the 
ſecrets. of the heart. Hence he:ſerved- 
not as a: man-pleaſer, but as the ſervant of 
God, in ſingleneſs of heart as, unts, Chrift 3; + 
not with eye-ſervice, but, as; the ſervant of 
Chriſt, deing the vill God from the 


Heart; all his ſervice. was done with a 


good-will, not with a moroſe conſtraint. 
and fourneſs—as ſo the Lord, and not 1 
man only; for he knew and ever bore. in 
mind t 2 comfortable truth, That, what» 
ſoever $904. thing any man. doeth, the ſame 
hall: he receive of the Lord, whether he * - 
bond. or free & ., FE 
In conſequence. of theſe xi ght princi- . 
ples PETRUCIO ever eſteemed his maſ- 
ter's n as r connected | 
H. * with 5 


. — 8 r Ea” 
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with his own;; and would as ſoon have: 
ſuffered! the extremeſt -puniſhment, as 
have joined in any colluſion to defraud, 
much more to have himſelf defrauded 
his maſter. Iti was his conſtant endea- 
vour to preſerve the ſtricteſt cn ,myi 
in every part of his truſt, and he would 
expreſt the higheſt. wonder and deepeſt 
. abhorrence at many of thoſe infamous 
arts which modern polite ſervants would 
frequently adviſe him to practiſe, 5 to 
which: tradeſmen, for the baſeſt ends, 
would often attempt to allure him. 5 
< Though I am ina ſtate: of ſervitude 
upon earth, he would often ſay, I hope 
co be in a ſtate of freedom with God: 
hereafter: but how can I hope for this, 
if JI am deficient in theſe eaſy duties 
which are required in my ſtation? For 
ſurely, when all the neceſſaries of life 
are found me, it is eafy to be juſt and 
faithful, honeſt, and induſtrious — nay, 
gratitude itſelf alone ſhould lead to this, 
for his ſake, who provides ſo well for 
me; and who requires certainly that I 
ſhould repay all his expence with every 
worthy and cheerful endeavour pollible 


on m 2 
y part.” - 
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We may well believe that -a ſervant” 
with ſuch notions muſt be uniform and 


excellent in his whole conduct. And | 


fach indeed was Prrfucro. He re- 
ceived every order with ſilence and hu- 
mility;5 he exccuted every order with- 
diligence” and punctuality He pre- 
tended not to be wiſer than his direct- 
ors; and he was a ſtranger to the odions- 
malapertnefs; which is one of the diſ- 
tinguiſhing qualifications of contempti- 
ble modern! oatets;” His long conti- 
nuance” in the family had contracted 
in his breaſt a tender affection not only 
for his maſter and miſtreſs, but alſo for 


their children and relations: and at 


length their intereſt was become ſo pe- 
culſariy his own, that he joyed in all- 


their joys, and partook: of all atom pen | 


* 


rows. Fm 


Ihe fruits of his fidelity v were 3 


fidence and eſtèem of his maſter and 
miſtreſs; the affection of the "family ; - 
the reverence of his fellow, ſervants; 
and a comfortable ſaving; on Which he 
propoſed to live, if ever ie hond have 
cauſe to quit the ſervice; and which, 
A in it, he had the pleaſure* to be 
II 6. queatha 
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times ſuch ſervices as mine.” 
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to. a, widow. fitter, and. her chil- 
ren, whom, it, reſgued from many: difli- 


 qulzies, and placed in a bappy; fituation, 


above dependence and nece! 4. 
uxing the time ot. hig. laſt. ücknels, 

he frequently. declared, that the tender- 

neſs and regard of his maſter and miſtreſs 


to him more than oyerbalanced the merit 
ot all his former ſervices, and were an 
abundant recompence to him. For PE- 


IUCN had: a nerous mind, and was 
ſenlihle of affectionate treatment. His 

maſter frequently every day viſited his 
ſick room, and read and prayed, by his 
hed-ſide: his miſtreſs With her own 


hands. adminiſtered his. medicines, and 
| took care to ſupply him with the moſt 


nouriſhment. His humility, a- 
lane could. equal his , gratitude and 


thankfulneſs on ſuch occaſions: and 
when upon his exprefling his great ob- 


ligations, his miſtreſs once ſaid, that 
tes this, and much more than this, was 
due. — his faithful ſervices.” . And 
that word, madam, ſaid the. honeſt fel- 
low, with tears in his eyes, that word is 
a reward ſufficient for more than twenty 


Thus 
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Thus: died this uſeful” worthy. mar 


and to do all honour to him, his m 5 


buried him at his own expence, with, 
95 decency and propriety conceivable: 
neighbouring: farmers, tenants to his 
maſter, bore/ his pall; his maſter. ang 
miſtreſs walked as chief mourners; t 
reſt of the family attended i in proceſſion, 


and had mourning given them on the 


occaſion; and ſo great was the eſteem 


in which this faithful ſervant was held 
(ho, I ſhould have obſerved, was the 
by which his 

er and Wuiltregz diſtributed their li- 
5 W ſcarce a dry eye 


bay and joyful hand 


was ſeen at his funeral; and his death 


and funeral, I perſuade myſelf, have : 
| done more to reform. the ſervants in that 


part of the world, than twenty lectures 
to them could have atchieved. See 
how PETRVU co, though a erung; is ho- 


noured and reſpected as the general 


ery: and the general reaſon given. on all 
hands was, © Becauſe New as wien 
honeſt; and induſtrious .“. 

And let ſervants, in een be 
told, that if they would obtain ſuch fa- 
vour here, and ſuch —— PE- 
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rrucio doubtleſs hath obtained, their 
only method is to go and do likewiſe ; - 
is to imitate his example; is to make 


their maſter's intereſts their own. The 


beſt motive upon Wich the) * — do 
this, is tb conſider, tfiat in ſo 

ferve the Lord Chrift, and may be e 
red that, according to their fidelity, f. 
ſhall they reap hereafter. For God 18 no 


tet pc 1 OLE e 


Ac 688 1 : 


I ſabjoin to nelKagees the fol: 


office excAlent rules, Which were ſent 


by an unknown hand to the'Ch77 mans. 
Magazine ; entirely a greeing with the 
Senfter Who ſent dem. A & That. if 
i all kitchens and 


ſervants halls (printed on à lar: e 


2 ruf 8 
'To the Paithfut, Honeſt, and Thdaftricus;- 
LK A good character is valuable to 


every one, but eſpeeially to ſervants, 


for it is their bread; and without it they 

cannot be admitted into a creditable- 255 | 

—_ «AG Mas it. is, * the re: 5 
TH © 27 


0 = - A —_ 
+ 6 
- 
. © 


An 3 p. 36. 


ON DEATH. 83 


2 in crernonęſs power to de- 
J 

II. Engage yourſelf cautiouſly, but 
ſtay long in your place; for long ſervice 
ſhews worth, as quitting a good. place 
through paſſion is a folly, Which Is al-- 
ways. repented of too late. 

III. Never undertake any place ow 
are not qualified for; for pretending to 

do what you do not unde n, expoſes 
yourſelf, and what is ſtill worle, deceives 
them whom you ſerve. _ 

IV, Freſerve your. fidelity; for a faith- 
ful ſervant is a Jena for whom no en- 
couragement. can be too great. 
V. Adhere to the har falſhood is 
deteſtable: and he that tells one lie, muſt 
tell twent . more to conceal it. 

VI. Be ſtrictly honeſt; for it. is ſhame⸗ 
ful to be caught unworthy of truſt. 
VII. Be modeſt in your behaviour; it 
becomes ona Ration, and i is Healing to 
your ſuperiors. 
„ Avoid pert anfwers, for civil 
language is 3 _  Unpertinence 
f provok ng. . Dt, 0 IC 
IX. Be clean in your burials for 
oven 
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| ſlovens and futs are diſreſpectful ſer- 
_vants. - 

X. Never telb the affairs of the family 
you belong to; for that is a ſort of 
treachery, and often makes miſchief; 
but keep their ſecrets, and have none 
of your own. 

XI. Live friendly with your fellow- 
ſervants; for the contrary deſtroys the . 
peace of the houſe. 

XII. Above all things add drunken- 
neſs; for it is an inlet to vice, the ruin 

of your character, and the deſtruction of 
your conſtitution. 

XIII. Prefer a peaceable Ufe with mo- 
derate gains, to great advantages with 
irregularity. = 

XIV. Save your money, for that wil! 
be: a friend to you in old age: be not ex- 
penſive in dreſs, nor marry too ſoon. 

XV. Be careful of your maſter's. pro- 
perty; for. waſtefulnels is a fin, 
XVI. Never ſwear, for that is a ſin 
without excuſe, as there 1 is no ore # 
in it. 5 | 
XVII. Be always ready to aſſiſt a fel- 
low-ſervant for good · nature gains the 
love of ä one. 
XVIIL . 


. 
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XVII n Py. when. Pre on a 
meſlags; fo or. waiting ong |» Sinha to a 
maſter, and quick retur ar ſhews diligence. 
XIX. Riſe N or it is difficult to 
recover. loft time. 

XX. The 1 is that often changes 
his place, works onlyt to be poor; for the 
rolling ſtone gathers no. moſs, . 

NX. Be not fond of increaſing your 
N for viſiting leads you out 
of your buſineſs, robs your maſter of- 
your ue, and puts you. to an expence 
you canhot afford: and above all things 
take cane with whom you are acquainted, 
for perſons are generally the better or the 
worſe for the company they keep - 

XXII. When out of. ace, be cau· 
tious where you lod; for living"; in a 
diſreputable Caſe) puts You! upon a foot 
ing With thoſe that ep it, however i in- 
nocent you are yourſelf. 

XXIII. Never go out on your own : 
buſineſs without, the knowledge ol the 
family, leſt in, your abſence, you ſhould: 
be wanted; for leaye is light: and re- 
turning puntually at the time you pro». 
miſe, ſhews obedicnce, and is a proof of 
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XXIV. If you are diffatisfied in your 
place, mention your objections modeſtly 
to Petting maſter or miſtreſs,” and give a 

and donꝰt neglect your bu- 

Fra or pars. dive UL in order to provoke 

them to turn you away; for this will be 

z blemiſh in your character, which you 

1 1 always have from HF Place you 
e 
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Fach Bude a bridge adieſe the e 
To-break the ſhock, blind nature cannot ſbun! / 
And lands; thought ſmoothly en the. farther ſhores. 
2 terror 5 the Nee faith d be . 

a t mountain arrier between man a aces. 
771 faith diſarms deftruftion > and abſolves 47 55 . 


| From every. clamorous charge the guilelſs tomb. 
| YouNG. 4 


LY 
= 
2 
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| In 
ILE pe in hg {ence of 

VV the night, I take my ſolitary 

| and contemplative walk in the ehurch- 
yard, with what a feeling eoneern do L 
reflect on the living world around me! 
Hew ſtriking the contraſt! Here reſt: 
in r quiet and peace the well-nigh- * 
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ten remains of thoſe who once filled u 
buſy ſpheres on the earth! All thoſe 
diſtinctions which they ſo anxiouſly 
courted, are now for ever done away; 
all thoſe animoſities which they ſo warm=- 
ly agitated, are now for ever huſhed 
and forgotten; and all thoſe complain 
ings a fighs which they ſo mournful 
uttered, Te filenced for ever, an 
heard no more——Yet on the 
theatre of the world the ſame parts are 
{ill acting; the fame ardour for place 
and pre- eminence; the ſame propenſity 
to malice and envy; the fame repinings 
and lamentations are found: —as if ge- 
nerations preceding reack no leſſons of” 
inſtruction 3 as if men 8 1 forg ot 
that their hour appointed Was 1 22 
advancing. .. | 
Oh that they u were wiſe, that they . 
ſtood theſe things, that they would cor 
| = their W end 1 we 
or nothing fo powe ſo ſtro 
teaches ns þ Ce, of that* 1-2 
2 is of general concern, for- 
every fon of Abu is equally intereſt- 
ed! Can we reflect upon the day of diſſo- 
lation. ** n every ſublu- 


"PE. 


s REFLECTIONS 
nary hope ſhall ceaſe, and every wordly- 


roject vaniſh. as the ſhadow; can we 
urvey the ſolemn manſions of the dead, 
where the mingling duſt beſpeaks the 
folly of all earthly pre- eminence and ho- 
nour; — and yet purſue, with unremit- 


ted chace, the fleeting vanities of life ;. 


and yet indulge, with unrelenting hearts, 
the burning paſſions, which torture hu- 
man peace, and murder man's beſt, fe- 
licit y {—Nay, and can it be poſſible that 


we ſhould look beyond the grave, and: 


recollect that an exiſtence everlaſting; 
awaits: us, and not uſe. every wiſe, every 


rational method to. ſecure: to our ſouls: 


the comforts. of that exiſtence, when 


time hath cloſed upon us, and we have: 


7 


below? 


bid an eternal adieu to all things here 


_ Thrice awful meditation! May its 


powerful inſtruction deeply impreſs my 
ſoul.—Nothing teaches, like- death. It is 
indeed the wages of ſin, and a fearful. 
evil, we muſt needs allow it! But then 


it is a perſuaſive monitor, and ſuperior 


to all things, convinces us of, and leads 
us to combat and conquer ſin! 
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"The fling of death is ſin! From 
thence we may plainty-difcover what is 


the grand remedy againft its fear and its 


power to harm. Deftroy ſin, and death 
becomes no longer formidable: he can- 
not hurt or annoy, for his ſting is taken 


away. But how ſhall we atchieve this 


defirableenterprize, how deſtroythe'ſting 
of death? It is done, already done for us! 
Thanks be to God roh grveth us the victory 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! © 

Here then, thou ' trembling mortal, 
who art every day diſtreſſing thy feeble 
ſoul with the fear of approaching death 
here behold the firſt and eateſt con- 
ſolation under it: Faith in in Je us 


Chrift,” who through death 2 ed him 


who had the power of death ; ad Will 
deliver thee from that fear of death, 
which all thy life-rime hath kept thee 
in bondage! Look to that triumphant 
Conqueror, who died on the croſs, and 
lay in the grave, to ſanctify it for us: 
ſee in his precious redemption a full par- 
don for all thy offences; and with the 
eye of faith ſteadily fixed upon him, 
thou alſo ſhalt triumph ever an enemy, 


* vanquiſhed. 


This 
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This is the ad; remedy again, 
and chief C under t of 
death, © the knowledge and love of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; which properly underſtood, 
comprehends every other conſolation. 
But that we may not be miſunderſtood, 
let us, as a ſecond conſolation and remedy, 
recommend to the foul, deſirous of vic- 
tory over this fearful foe, «ar earneſt 
care to live a life of obedience through 
that faith in Chriſt,” which indeed with- 
out ſuch obedience will be found weak 

to ſupport the firm ſtructure of a joyful 
hope. Live as you would. wiſh to have 
lived when your anxious head is laid 
upon the dying pillow; live as the goſpel 
of. that Saviour directs, through whom 

alone 2 expect falvation; live as you 

are aſſured he will approve: the pro- 
ſpect of death will then animate your 
ſoul with fortitude and delight: vou 
will wiſh to be diſloved and to be with 
Chriſt .. £3 

"There again we. enjoy ueber conſola- 
tion, exquiſite and unſpeakable, under 
the . apprehenſion of death: We ſhall 
be with Chrit/”. We ſhall hve with 
* and be Bike: him! Like in purity 


- 


and holineſs, and like him in happineſs 
too! Tranſporting thought! Can death 
be eſteemed an , evil——nay, rather 
muſt we not welcome that as our greateſt 

good, which conveys us from a world, 
Fke the. preſent, to a kingdom, where 
joy and reſt, and peace, ſhall eternalh 
ſurround us But of this we ſhall | 
more here after. 


7 1 8 * Y 


Another reflection which ought toabate 
our fears, and reconcile us to death, 
is © the ahſolute certainty, and unavoid- 
able neceſſity of it. Could our. fears 
at all avail to prevent the ſtroke, or even 
to reſpite it, they might well be allowed, 
and We ſhould have ſome plauſible rea- 
ſon to urge in their ſupport. But alas, 
the ſtroke. is inevitable! Surely then it 
is our, wiſdom to familiarize ourſelves to 
an event Which - come ſhortly, and 
which, to render us ſtill more watchful, 
may rome-uſtantly., Claim ye then no 
more the character of rational, ye ſimple 
ones of the. earth, who ſtart at the 
thoughts of death, and uſe every me- 


thod which ingenious thought can de- 
viſe, to diflipate and drive it from you. 


ment comes, and utterly 
5 un- 
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unprepared, miſt ſtand before your | 
God Ee yotirſelv : and = 
*menibering that death will come 
| 3 will come, review it in all its ud 
ſtances, and learn, through Chi, to 
Fa 2 Happy victory over this dreadful 
eller of all human diſtinctions. 
And reflect, of what will death de- 
prive you ? Not of being which to us 
muſt certainly be of all th ings moſt dear! | 
No; the ſoul cannot ceaſe to be; it only 
Changes its circumſtances and ſtate 
A But it ſeparates thoſe old and familiar 
friends the body and N e P—Andlet 
us bleſs” God for the ſeparation. ' For 
ho can regret a ſeparation from that 
fleſh, which'is the ſeat of ſin and of diſ- 
cafes, and which, from both, hath ſo 
_ frequently afflicted us with the moſt 
piercing diſtreſs! No; farewell to the 
body (We will ſay with Joy) ſince there- 
3 by we bid an eternal farewell to fickneſs 
and ml! 

' «© But death ſeparates us den this 
worlu ! True; and it introduces to 
one, unlike the preſent, where ſorrows 
and loſſes, diſappointments and trials, 
thall never more be n But it 
| "__ 


o N DNT H! % 
ſeparates us from our friends b. Afflict- 


ing ſeparation! The tender heart muſt 
bleed, and the affectionate eye cannot 


fail to drop a tear! 'Yet look forward 


and behold fee in the joyful reals 
to which thy ſpirit” is foaring—fricvds, 
immortatandunalterabtefriends;a' ait- 
ingthy-gladarrivat!=and perhaps many 


already; many near to thy heart, have” 


gone before thee; and will give thee an 
uring welcome. Nay, yet a littig 

bil and Mou ſilt receive to thy re-- 
jols ag embraces thoſe whom thou haſt 
left weeping in the vale of ſorrow! 


Armed with theſe conſblations, whis , 


ſhall fear the ſtroke of death? Who 
but muſt rejoice to relinquiſi this ſcene 
of trial and trouble, and to commit 
their ſouls into the arms of a Rediemer, 


who died to fave his people from their”: 


ſins: of a Father, whoſe unwearied care 
is over all his works, and whoſe watch- | 
ful providence extendeth to the mi- 
nuteſt concerns of his creatures? In that 
cheering truth the ſoul muſt find com- 
fort, as under every trial and affliction, 


ſo eſpecially when the moment of death 


approaches; ; "_— a child, ſubmiſſive 
| to 
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to the better will of ſuch a father, will 
receive with thankfulneſs and conſum- 
mate reſignation 


As therefore death muſt come; and 
after death, judgment, and a ſtate of bl; aſs 
or miſery unalterable, let us, like the 
wiſe virgins, keep our lamps always 
ready trimmed and burning, that we 
may never be found unprepared. And 
that we may ſtill be excited to a ſtricter 
watchfulneſs—let us contemplate thoſe 
great things that are to come hereafter : 


let us now ſuppoſe ourſelves. as ſum- 
moned to appear before the Judgment- 


gat of God, and as about to receive 


that eternal reward of our deeds, 
heaven or hell; affecting thought ! 
Holy Father—we tremble and adore! 


Bleſſed Jeſus, be our advocate and 1 in- 
LEP 1 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


| Shall; man SE avho/e fate, 8 final oo 

. Hangs on that hour, exclude it from his thought pF 

1 think of nothing elſe : T ſee, I feel it! 

All nature, ike an earthquake, trembling round 3 

All deities, like ſummer's ſwarms, on wing!“ 

All baſking in the full meridian blaze ! 

T fee the JuDGE enthron'd ! the flaming guard | 7 

The volume open d! open d ev'ry heart ; + 

A ſun-heam pointing out each ſecret thought ! _ 

Mo patron { interceſſor none nogu paſt 7 

The faveet, the clement, mediatorial hour ! 

For guilt no plea ; to pain no pauſe, no Bound. 4 

Inexorable all ! and all extreme. © 
NIGHT Fe nee Night * 


1D our exiſtence end with this ö 
life, how little to be dreaded, yea, 
in many caſes, how much to be deſired 
were death But our exiſtence doth 
not end with this life; eternity is be- 
fore us: and it is eternity which makes 
death of ſo much conſequence. How 
awful, how alarming is that repreſenta- 
tion which the ſacred ſcriptures give us 
of the ſolemn. day approaching, which 
is to determine our fate for this eter- 
nity! Let us contemplate the ſtupen- 
dous ne for who can dwell upon 
Nÿ + — 
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ſuch intereſting, reflections without ſeri- 
ous thoughts, and-heaven-directed reſo- 
lutions ? The ſteady belief of a future 
Judgment 1s ſufficient” to aha; all men 
zealous in duty. 


The doctrine of a future judgment is 
peculiar to the Chriſtian Revelation. 


Human reaſon could not diſcover it; for 
human reaſon could not. diſcover. how the 
| (God of all the earth would be pleaſed to 
deal with his creatures, and with that 
world which he hath formed for them. 
But in much mercy, to animate and 
awaken our beſtdefires, the eternal Lord 
of all hath declared, that an endleſs and 
unalterable ſtate is reſerved for us, happy 
or miſerable, as we comply with, or fe- 
fuſe the terins of his covenant: and 
that upon a. day appointed, he will paſs 
the righteous ſentence upon all; when 
thoſe who have done good ſhall go into 
life eyerlaſting, and thoſe who have 
done evil into everlaſting fire! 
Alarming, important truth! What 
thinking creature- can be indifferent to 
it! Pidlure the awful ſcene to your 
view: imagine yourſelf now called to 


the bar of inviolablej uſtice! there, en- 
- throned 


GN DE AI MH toy 


throned) 3 in glory unutterable, ſits the 
fovereign judge, the gracious Redeem- 

en Thouſand thouſands miniſtering 
unto him, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand ſtanding before him! See that 
earth, once the ſeat of all your cares 
and fears, now Wrapped in univerſal 


flame: hark! the heavens are paſſing - 


away with inſufferable noiſe; the ſun is 
extinguiſhed ; tlie ſtars have ſtarted 

from their ſpheres, and all this ſyſtem 
of created things 1 is haſtening into utter 
deſtruction ! 'the trump, the awakening. 
trump bath. ſounded, nd all the dead, 
ariſing from their ſepulchres, are ſum- 
moned to appear before che W 


8 tortible diſtreſs! hard, Where 
hall we Ay, if conſcience condemns 
us, and We. dare: not approach that 
impartial Judge! In vain thall we 
call upon rocks to hide, or mountains- 
to cover us! rocks Ins mountains are 
themſelves diffolving ;: they can give 
neither ſhelter for pls heads, nor ſup- 
port for our feet! In vain ſhall we ſo- 
licit our friends to intercede; ur 
friends will be then too 9 
. 1 3 | RE 
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ed themſelves to regard the FROM of 
ethers; and what, ah—what could pa- 
- trons or friends avail; when the cle- 
ment, the mediatorial hour is now abſo- 
jutely paſſed and gone ;—and we have 
not made him our interceſſor, who would 
have been as mighty to ſave and reward, 
as he now is to punifhi and avenge 
What too will diſſembling profit us; or 
how can we expect to deceive him whoſe 
eyes are as a flame of fire, who pierceth 
into the heart's inmoſt receſs! Who will 
lay open before us the whole volume of 
our lives, and place in the univerfal;view 
all thoſe thoughts, and words, and; deeds 
of darkneſs, which in vain; we ſecreted 
from the eyes of our fellow-creatures on 
earth; for wor can ER the ax Of 
Omniſcience 23 
| Can tongue pn oy can 8 con- 
ceive the anguiſſr which will rend our 
foals, when the dire ſentence of condem- 
nation ſhall pafs—a fentence from his lips 
which breathed only mercy andlove tothe 
juſt ; and which we deſpiſed, when call- 
ing us upon earth to im, with the moſt 
1 invitations ;— Come unto: me, and 
2 PE 0 * Aggravating cir- 
cumſtance 8 
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coinfkunce! We have abuſed this love! 


We might have been bleſſed, eternally 


bleſſed But now the fatal moment is 


rrived , . Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 
ng fire, prepared for the devil and his + 


angels is the dreadful malediction! 
No, my ſoul, through this Redeemer's 
never-changing love, we will hope, confi- 
dently hope, to avoid the horrors of this 
extreme diſtreſs! And, oh, that every 


foul of man would, witty füch compoſed | 


and ſolemn thought, meditate upon it, 
that joyful ſongs of thankfnlneſs only 
might on that day be heard : that with 
humble truſt ve. migh \% approach the 
Judge's throne; and find in him, - not 


the Klage y. aven ger,—but the Father, 


the Saviour, the Friend! 
What can equal the wooded of our 
Cod. or what could we deſire more 


cious at his hands, than that he ſhould 


ſeat upon the tribunal of juſtice tliat Son, 


the only-begotten and beloved ſon, who 


once came to our earth, not to judge, 
but to be judged; Who died for thoſe 


ſinners on whom he is How willing to | 
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| Happy he, who, convinced of this 
„ grace, looks continually and 
ſtedfaſtly, with the eye of Faith, to that 
great day when the Saviour ſhall come- 
in the clouds! then ſhall his fears be 
for ever removed, and all his anxious 
doubts: ſhall vanith as the ſmoke ; then 
with an accent of melodious ſweetneſs, 
with a look full of love and joy inef- 
fable, the great Redeemer ſhall welcome 
him, together with all thoſe who have 
heen faithful unto death, ſhall welcome 
them and ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, receive the kingdom prepared for gau 
from the beginning of the world! —Nay, 
he ſhall vouchſafe to enumerate - thoſe 
generat deeds of chriſtian benevolence, 
which-ſach ſoulshave performed through 
their faith in him: and not only enu- 
merate, but acknowledge them, as if 
. they had been conferred upon himſelf, | 
: Iago as ye did it unto ;the leaſt of. theſe 
my brethren, ye did it unto me! ' 
How forcible, how affectionate a motive 
to us now in the day of pilgrimage, to 
be diligent, continually and unweariedly 
diligent in all ſuch acts and offices of 
| _—_ ny wall "ou them, our Re- 
| deemer, 
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de n | 1 dur judge, Our hope, and our 
all, will accept our tender charities to 


his members, and our fellow. creatures; 
will accept our works of faith and la- 
bours of love, as if we had been happy 
enough to have had an- Opportunity of 
performing them, even to his on per- 
ſon! And, publiſhing the grateful tid - 
ings to all around, he will allow us to 
partake of His triumph, and to enter, 
amidſt his returning ſaints and angels, 
thoſe regions of glory and peace, where 
we ſhall live with him, and enjoy ever-— 
laſting happineſfſss. 
But we will refer to our next chapter 
what we have to add reſpecting the pe- 
culiar bleſſedneſs of that ſtate, and the 
exquiſite miſery reſerved for thoſe who- 
know' not God, and who obey not the Gof=- 
pel of our, Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who will be 
_ puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glo- 


* of hi od P Wer, when he ſhall be. revealed. £58 


from Heaven with his mighty angels, in. 
flaming fire, taking venpeance ; and when 
he bel came to be glorified in his ſaints, 
and to be admired in all them who. believe, 
in that day*. A paſſage of ſctipture: 
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which cannot failogr greatly to inflaence 
thoſe Who give it A aftention Which 
its importance deſer ves: © for” who can 
think of everla/tirg "deferuftion; from the 
ereſence'of the Lord; and — —. of his 
power, without an anxious deſire to avoid 
that deſtruction the very terror of Which 
chills the heart inn en 
Proſtrate, my contrite heart L rend: 


My God, ales Father; and my; Friend ! 'S 
ORR Fer re we oba 4M 
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CHAPTER. XX. 


| And hi foall. gs away into everlaſting puniſb- 
nent, but the righteous into life eternal. 


Matt. xxv. 26. 

N TERNAL puniſhment! Eternal life! 
E. What awful words! What folemn 
ſanctions! who ean read them and be un- 
concerned? Who can think of them, 

and be indifferent to the momentous 
truths th ey impart Were our exiftence 
to terminate with the preſent paſſing 
ſcene, indulgence might be laudable, and 
every ſelf-gratification right, © Let us 
eat * drink, for to-morrow we die: 


let 
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let us crown arte with roſe· buds; 
let none of us go without his part of dur 
voluptuouſneſs; would then be tlie ; 
language of reaſon and truth But eter⸗ 
nity. before us conſummately bleffed, 
or conſummate vol wretched ;—and death 
every moment ſhaking his dart triumph- 
antly over us, preparing to ſtrike once 
and ſtrixe no more; can it be poſſible 
that any rational bein "ſhould remain 
unſolicitous, and neten to prepare for 
the important realities of eternity, while 
chaſing, with unremitted ardor, the 
fugitive vanities of time! 
Yet, alas! many beings, proud of 
their faculties, and boaſting their ſupe-- 
rior reaſon—are found, are daily found, 
immerſed in fin, and rivetted to the 
world; heedleſs of God, of themfelyes, 
and immortality; : uninfluenced by every” 
motive. of gratitude, unmoved by every 
argument of intereſt to obey the voice of 
Religion and Truth, and to ſecure the 
eternal falvation of their ſouls! Oh, that: 
they would indulge one ſerious reflec- 
tion; that they would condeſcend 4 
while to meditate, with us; on the miſe- 
rable woe reſerved for thoſe who forget- 
their God — on the inexpreſſihle com- 
| I 6 _ 5 
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_ fonts which they ſhall reap in whe» 
Tink 1 . wn * 
92, My -ereatures, 0 
Ef at awful day of which we 
| Pay + > and ima ine, if you Can, 


the who 3 che dreadful 47 72 
ens curſed, into ever re 
& Falk the preſence. God; which 
i Witch ae ape joy; F 0 
iron the, habitationsof the blefled, Mere 
of gladneſs are heard continual- 
e from the ſociety of thoſe 
beſt-loved friends, whoſe kind remon- 
ſtrances they would not hear on earth, 
and now——ah ! fatal ſeparation—now 
muſt never, never more hear or behold ! 
And driven thence——aggravating cir- 
cumſtance! even by the condemnation 
of that Lord of love, who, deſirous to bleſs 
and to faye, freely ſhed even his own 
blood, and as freely would: have oO 
life, "had they but aſked it ! | 
And were not this, even only this ex- 
pulſion from God, from Chriſt, from 
Heaven—of itſelf a hell fafficient ! Yet 
what horrors remain behind? They 
ſhall be driven into the lake which burn- 


"5a the preceding Chapter, DER? 
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eth with fire and brimſtone, al ac- 


tual and inſufferable tortures ſhall 4 


gravate the mind's.inward horror,— 


= can dwell with everlaſti burn 
yet where, where mall one drop 


ee, be found to cool the parched 
1 ? who, can dwell where devils 
and condemned. fouls ſhall mix their mu- 
tual and inſulting taunts and upbraid- 


ings! where there ſhall be no ciety, - 


but a ſociety in common accuſations ;. 


and where, every gentler paſſion ex- 
pelled, the tumultuous workings of de- 
ſpairing minds ſhall miſerably oonfuſe | 


and diſtract each other! 


here too the paſſions, which were 
indulged and mortified on earth, ſhall be- 


come ſevere tormentors, ever craving, 
yet never finding gratification; ever con- 
 ſuming the anxious heart, themſelves ne- 
ver conſumed! There the worm of con- 
- ſcience never dieth ; there the flame of 
{elf-condemnationand burning guult {hall 
never be quenched ! 


Where ſhall the ſoul find comfort? 


ſhall it be in the companions of its earth- 
ly crimes, condemned to the fame place 
of woe? Alas, theſe companions will 
_ Whew be found the ſharpeſt thorns to 
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goal. the guilty mind f Fierce hate will 
cize the place of former love, and they 
will curſe each other in the bitterneſs of 
their fouls, as the mutual caufes of each 
others undoing ! But, little conſolation 


being found in accuſin: g others, their up- 


braidings will ſpeedily recur upon them- 
ſelves: then only will be heard (ah 

me! the very thought is anguiſh)! only. 
heard dire gnaſhing "of the teeth, 1 5 
ing and wang, execrations and ſorrow! 
Yet neither is this all: for though 


peace and reſt enter not there; though 
one gleam of joy ſhall never eres 


through the darkened of their diftreſs; yet 


all this, and more, might be borne well, 
very well did mo fair comforter, who 


comes to all, did ſhe but ever come, and 


_ Cheer the wretched ſufferers with the 


fweet alleviation, that, years on years 


| Paſſed by; that ages upon ages gone; 


a period will be put to this conſum- 


mate miſery, and the priſoners of hell be 
ſet free! But this hope is withdrawn x! 


In Milten's Paradiſe Loft, we find the follow-- 
ing tremendous deſcription : | 


ile (Satan) views 


y 3 he diimal fituation waſte. and wild: 


/ 


ON "AR „ 8 


Oh eternity Ta how. fearful i is 
105 thou, oh ma an, : 
n, 


the! thoug het. 
for the Fipb enter deluſions of ff 
plunge into this gelb of | puniſhment 
unutterable, unendin 

At leaſt, my ſoul, 2 the proſpect be 
profitable to th elf; and ſtruck abun- 
dantly with its orrors—infinitely more 
alarming than thou canſt imagine or 
paint turn thy view, and let us con- 
template the more pleaſing ſcene, the 
life eternal, the perfect pleaſures which 
the dear Redeemer hath in ſtore for 
thoſe, who, by patient continuance in 


well- N ſeek for honour and for 1 im- , 


mortality 


But it an inſpired Apoſtle, who was 


favoured with the rapturous proſpect, 


declares, that it hath not even entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the 


greatneſs 


A dungeon horrible on all ſides round 
As one great furnace flam'd: yet from thoſe een 
No light, but rather darkneſs viſibfe ; 
Serv'd only to diſcover fights of woe, 
Regions of ſorrow, doletul ſhades; where peace | 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed, 
With a ſulphur unconſum'd ! | 
B. I. v. 60, &c. 
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| greatuels and excellency of the good 
Hall we attempt to ſpell them out, dark 
habitants.in cottages of clay | May it not 
Huffice to know, that the happineſs we 
expect will be on all parts complete: 
happineſs, without the leaſt mixture or 
alloy of diſcontent. or. diſſatisfaction ! 
Plealng truth; yer not entircly fg. 
cient to. gratify our thirſty and inquiſi- 
tive ſouls. In condeſcenſion to our weak- 
neſs, or perhaps I might fay——our 
ftrength——{for earneſt deſires after the 
knowledge of immortality. doubtleſs be- 
ſpeak the ſoul immortal)—however, in 
great goodneſs certainly, the Lord of 
our life has vouchſafed to us ſome 
glimpſes of that future felicity, which 
may render us-defirous enough to know 
more, which may animate every endea- 
vour towards the poſſeſſion of ſo exalted 
n,, ieyaet dont hn, 
We feel evil ſo ſenſibly, that perhaps 
ve can form a better idea of heaven from 
its negative than its poſitive bleſſings. 
| Who amongſt us is a ſtranger to /ickneſs, 
to /arrow and pain? Who amongſt us is 
a ſtranger to the comfort which would 
follow an entire exemption from _ 
0 evils; 


evils? Now in heaven, our bodies ſpi- 
ritualized, and our ſouls made perfect, 
we ſhall never Know pain of body, or 
pain of mind: ſorrow and D | 
ealms of 


never have admiſſion into thoſe r 
But happy as our ſtate would be, 


freed from thoſe cruel ſpoilers of our 
peace, yet if death and diſſolution were 
certain, the- eminence of our bliſs would 


only render the ſtroke doubly dreadful! 
In heaven, then, to'ſecure the perpetuity 


of our delight, there ſhall be no more 


death > this mortal ſhall put on immor-- 


tality—and free from pain and from ſor- 5 


row, we ſhall fear no end of. the tranſ- 
porting ſcene 4 itn) 4 1173 

Poſitive bleſſings, numberleſs and un- 
utterable, ſhall attend theſe negative 
ones. God will not only wipe away all 


tears from our eyes; will not only inveſt 


us with eternal ſecurity in bliſs; will 
not only remove every thing defiling 
and noxious. from thoſe regions of joy; 
but he . himſelf will dwell amongſt us, 
and be our God.— He, the adorable Fa- 
ther, with the Lamb of Love, and the 


Spirit of Holineſs, ſhall be the object af 


eur contemplation. He, the bleſſed: 
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and all-glorious Deity, whoſe preſence 
is joy, and bliſs, and heaven, ſhall be the 
life, the light, the praiſe of the New Jz- 
RUSALEM, and all its divine inhabitants! 
Love ſhall reign triumphant in every 
heart: every pure and ccleſtial deſire 
ſhall be gratifiet to the full: every holy 
and devout affection ſhall. find its ade- 
quate ſupply; and one uninterupted ſcene 
of thankfulneſs, ſerenity, and comfort, 
ſhall ſmile eternally, zad eternally be 
found; where the harps of ten thouſand 
times ten thoufand ſhalt ceaſelefly hymn 
the Father of mercies, and the Lamb who 
fitteth on the throne for ever and ever! 
Come, then, Lord Feſus / come and 
put a ſpeedy period to this miſerable 
world of confuſion and fin! Haſten, bleſſ- 
ed Lord, haſten thy kingdom; whence 
every evil thall he wholly removed, and 
where alf good ſhall be feund which can 
perfect the bliſs of men and of angels! 
Faint and dark, indeed, are our earth- 
bound conceptions of this conſummate 
glory, and of that which thou haſt pur- 
chaſed for thy ſervants——purchaſed at 
5 b WR TO 


may juftify our moſt ele- 
vated hopes; eyen àt the price of thy 


loved life, and ever precious blood! 
5 | Yet 


ON: DEATH 22 


Yet through: the riches: of thy nder 
ous grace, the humble Chriſtian, who by 
faith now enters into reſt, hath ſome 


ſweet foretaſte, ſome pleaſing anticipation | 
of the joys to come. Love, grateful love, 


looking to thee, feels a tranſport which 
enraptures:the ſoul, fills it with ſweet com- 


placence towards all its fellow- creatures, 
and makes the afflictions of this tranſitory 


world light and eaſy to be borne—nay 
which makes death itſelf no longer formi- 
dable, but devoutly to be wiſhed, as the 


happy conveyance of an imprifoned ſpirit 


to its God and its hope: toits freedom and 


perfection: to its dear departed friends, 


and all the joys of bliſsfub immortality 


Give me then, oh, give me Lom, thou 
bountiful beſtower of every: good — ft! ſo 
ea 


ſhall experience the beginning of heaven 


in my heart, and die with full; perſuaſion, 
that the fair bud will burſt into a perfect | 


bloſſom—that my joys, begun in grace, 


will be conſummated in glory everlaſting! | 


For thee, too, my READER, let: me 
offer up this fervent prayer: Oh! 
mayeſt thou: feel and be made perfect in 
the love of Chriſt !“ ſo will thy life be 
bleſſed below ; To will thy death be com: 


fortable; ſo wilt thou be Sod Partaker 8 


— we Saviour” 8 . — 


. 9 
— — — . — —— —AEkñ — — —— — * A . . 
r N Pn" 82 " \ $ as 2 


212 REPLECTIONS, G. 


Serious enddnipietaatiheverboinihe 
| | ſubjects which ebm eee 
meditations: may they be impreſſed no 
leſs ſtrongly on thy heart than on my 
own : may they awaken thee, if careleſs, 
do a life of love: may they confirm thee 
im that life, if happily thou art already 
devoted to it! This, this be ſure is —4 
onlyroacito peace; this, this be ſure is the 

only wiſdom of man! Earneſtly wiſhing. 
thee much ſucceſs im thy Chriſtian courſe, 
2 bid thee farewell, and exhort thee to 

l deres. eye ſtedfaſt on the author and 
roof thy fatvation ! All beſide will 
— fortukothee But a little while, 
and as wellthe hand which hath written, 
as the eye which reads theſe lines, ſhall 
become cold and inactive, andaunotulder in 
the duſt: ſpesdily, oh! my friend, our 
days will be ue and we muſt bid 
aclien to all tkings below Then let us 
live like men conſcious of this truth. 
let us live — who know they muſt 
die; who know that they muſt live for 
ever. 80 ſhall we ſfecure our bwn ſalva- 
tion; and however ſtrangers to each 
other here, ſhall meet and rejoice toge- 

ther in that kingdom, n 
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